


Commons committee says voucher scheme is unlikely to raise standards or improve parental choice 

rories scorn 
Major’s 
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John Major's flagship nursery 
voucher scheme is unlikely to 
raise standards, increase 
parental choice, or even provide 
extra places for children, ac- 
cording to a damnin g report 
from an influential. Tory-dom- 
inated Commons committee. 

According to the report, 
leaked to The Independent last 
night, the Education and Em- 
ployment Select Committee 
Mi eves that vouchers wflf not 
boost private and voluntary 
nurseries. In fact, they may 
squeeze them out of the picture. 

The revelation is bound to 

K rove damaging to the Prime 
linister, who has personally 
promoted vouchers and who 
hoped they, would boost his 
party's election chances- Under ' 
the scheme, piloted jri four fo- 
cal authorities over the past - 
year, parents of all four-year- 
olds will receive £1,100 in 
vouchers for their education 
from l.ApriL fonr weeks before 
the general election. 

The report has caused a split 
among Conservatives on the 
committee, some of whom fell 
it was far too critical of the 
'scheme. It was finalised last 
night after weeks of wrangling 
and should be published before 
the election. 

Based on studies erf the four 
pilot areas - Kensington and 
Chelsea. Wandsworth, Ham- 
mersmith and Fulham and Nor- 
folk - it says that even where 
there has been some success, it 
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s too early to saywfa ether it wiD 
be repeated throughout the 
country. 

The four aims of the scheme, 
according to the report are to 
promote parental choice, to 
ensure good quality, to extend 
pre-school provision to all fbar- 
year-olds whose parents want it 
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and to safeguard the private and 
voluntary sectors. Its conclu- 
sions cast doubt on every one 
of these. 

The primary problem, the re- 
port says, is that the scheme has 
led to more four-year-olds be- 
ing recruited into reception 
classes by schools anxious to 


safeguard both pupfl numbers 
and funding. This has adverse- 
ly affected its chances of success 
in every one of its objectives. 
Parental choice “would not be 
enhanced” if schools took more 
pupils to the detriment of nurs- 
eries and playgroups, it adds. 

The report goes on to con- 
tradict claims by the Depart- 
ment for Education and 
Employment that the problem 
mi gh t not be as severe as had 
been suggested. Most local au- 
thorities have already changed 
their admissions policies in or- 
der to take more four-year-olds, . 
it adds, and have thus put pri- 
vate and voluntary providers at 
risk. 

Even the ministers in charge 
of the scheme accept that 
vouchers have made httle dif- 
ference to parental choice. 
Families in rural areas have had ' 
to accept whatever is available 
locally, while nurseries and 
schools in London say they 
cannot offer extra places be- 
cause they have no room to ex- 
pand. 

The portents are “mixed” 
on whether the scheme will in- 
crease the number of places. 
However, the report details ev- 
idence that some local play- 
groups and private nurseries 
may be forced to close. 

“Overall, evidence — remains 
inconclusive on the likelihood 
of the scheme significantly ex- 
panding provision for four- 
year-oldsr it says. 
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SmaB beamings; Children playing at lunchtime at Saffron Walden nursery school. Essex 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


• On quality, the report is par- 
ticularly damning. The prima- 
ry school reception classes in 
which most pupils will find 
themselves may well not provide 
proper nursery education. 

Their classes are often too 
large, teachers inadequately 
trained and facilities inappro- 
priate. And while they may be 
able to cater adequately for 
pupils who are almost five^ they 
are unlikely' to do so for those 
who are only just four. 

“Such classes may not be 
appropriate for their educa- 
tional needs and therefore may 
not be providing high-quality 
education,” the report says. 


Basic standard* set by gov- 
ernment advisers are treated as 
the norm, rather than the ab- 
solute minimum, in many 
schools and playgroups, it sug- 
gests. This, too. “could be detri- 
mental to the quality of 
education". 

Far from helping the private 
and voluntary sectors, as John 
Major himself hoped it would, 
the scheme is actually likely to 
make life harder for them, the 
committee says. 

There was evidence that state 
primary schools "were pres- 
suring parents into taking up 
places ... The overall effect of 
the scheme was to hoover all 
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Anu in.s,^d >•■ increasing pro- 
vision in private and voluntary 
settings [the scheme isj actual- 
ly threatening their viability in 
many cases", it saw 

The report adds that the 
scheme is time-consuming and 
involves "a considerable 
amount of work" for school*. 

David BlunketL Labour's ed- 
ucation spokesman, said last 
night that the report was “a 
damning indictment" of this 
crucial Tory policy. “That is why 
Labour is proposing to replace 
it with sensible planned part- 
nerships at a local leveL" he saiJ. 

Leading article, page 15 




Anorexic detained 

A High Court judge has broken 
legal ground by" ordering an 
anorexic teenager at risk of 
Marvins to he detained fur treat- 
ment - hy force if nce.swiy. Tie 
1 h-year-old became anorexic at 
14 and has threatened to com- 
mit suicide. Page 3 

Hussein’s anger 

The Israelis laced increasing in- 
ternational Isolation as King Hus- 
sein of Jordan vented his rage at 
■'tragic actions" initiated by Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu in a letter to the 


Israeli Prime Minister and the 
United Stales prepares to attend 
a meeting with European and 
.\iTih diplomats in Ga/a next Sat- 
urday. Pace 10 

Andrew back in pi^y 

Rob Andrew. 34. who retired 
front international rugby IS 
months ago after winning 7U 
caps. ha> been called into the 
England -quad for Saturday's fi- 
nal Five Nations championship 
match against Wales in Cardiff 
as cover for injury doubt Paul 
Grayson. Sport, page 28 


Hogg: I have a grip on meat safety 


Anthony Bevins 

Political. Editor 

Katharine Butler 

. Brussels - • • - 

Douglas Hogg, the Minister of 
I. Agriculture, tokl the Commons 
ijresl erday that tic had got a grip 
£ of meal safety and that critidan 
> contained in leaked “pieces of 
•paper" were, in effects 9D much 
iogwasb. Condemning - his 
4 many critics out ofhand, foe 
minister said: “This irresponsi- 
ble scaremongering w jU not . 
“Only damage the meat industry 
here hi Britain, but wil l also 
rtamapp our standing in Europe. 

“The fact that it is hysterical, 
irresponsible and ill-informed 
wiH nipt be understood in 
Eufopie. They will simply treat 


it at face value.” That could be 
soon tested because the Euro- 
pean Commission is planning to 
send a team of veterinary in- 
spectors to Brifoin. 

The furore in Britain over 
failure to enforce rules to pro- 
tect consumers against BSE, £. 
coU or other potentially fatal in- 
fectious has triggered alarm in 
a number of European Union 
capitals not just about British 
beef but also about the safety 
of British lamb, pork, bam ana 
chicken which are still widely ex- 
ported to the continent. 

. - Brussels last week demanded 
a copy of the 54-page govern- 
ment hygjene inspector’s re- 
port, allegedly suppressed 
because . it revealed shocking 
. lapses. Bin last night a Com- 
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mission spokesman confirmed 
that nothing has been submitted. 
“We are still waiting” he said. 

No dales have been agreed 
for the Commission’s inspec- 
tion, but sources said some ur- 
gency would be required to 
determine foe full extent of foe 
problems as soon as possible. 

“This is a source of great con- 
cern to the Commission but also 
lo the member states which rely 


on British certification that the 
meat exported from the UK has 
been slaughtered in keeping with 
strict EU hygiene relations" a 
Commission official said 
It also emerged yesterday 
that an EU inspection of four 
abattoirs during a spot check in 
Britain last June found “serious 
weaknesses". The slaughter 
houses were found to be flout- 
ing anti-BSE rules which require 


the removal of certain cattle tis- 
sues. but were also failing lo 
safeguard against contamina- 
tion of meat by animal faeces. 

Faced with a barrage of 
leaked evidence that the min- 
istry had suppressed one report 
on abattoir cleanliness, had 
taken no action on inspectors’ 
allegations of a “timebomb” of 
declining standards, and bad ig- 
nored repeated local authority 
warnings of inadequate re- 
sources lo lackle food safety. Mr 
Hogg said meat hygiene stan- 
dards were being driven up. 

He told the Liberal Democ- 
rat spokesman. Paul Tyler “I 
very much regret the fact, but 
I accept that over a long peri- 
od of time people have become 
sceptical about assurances foal 


they have received from minis- 
ters and others." 

But he added: "That .scepti- 
cism is not justified, but it is a 
fact and it needs to he recog- 
nised and acknowledged.” 

However, he told the House 
that any public inquiry would 
completely vindicate his posi- 
tion. Against a background of 
spluttering protest, he said: "I 
have the advantage of knowing 
the facts and therefore l am able 
to say what the outcome is go- 
ing lo be: that the decision to 
set up the Me.iL Hygiene Ser- 
vice was a very sound one ... 
and that during the last two 
years there's been a substantia] 
improvement in standards, 
there's more to be done, and the 
Government's gripping it." 
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Nobel winner charged with treason 



* Sqyfoka: ‘Dissent 
as long as .Abacha' 


James Roberts 

The Nobel prize- winning writer 
Woie Soyinka was yesterday 
charged with treason by Nige- 
ria’s military government over 
a spate of recent bomb blasts in 
the country. Since December 
last year a - series of blasts on 
army buses has Jailed three 
soldiers, and wounded dozens 
more. Soyinka, along with 11 
other dissidents, feces the death 
penalty if convicted. 

Tif* winner of the 1986 No- 
bel Prize for literature was one 
of many opposition figures who 


fled Nigeria two years ago to 
Europe and foe United States, 
where they have campaigned 
’ against foe military govern- 
ment of General Sani Abacha. 
The military regime annulled 
the Nigerian general election of 
1993, thus preventing its pre- 
sumed winner, the wealthy busi- 
nessman Moshood Abiola, 
from being installed as presi- 
dent. Abiola was jailed in 1994, 
when be declared himself pres- 
ident, and Soyinka and other 
opposition figures have since 
then campaigned to have the 
annulled poll recognised, i 


General Abacha, who seized 
power in November 1993, four 
months alter the elections, is im- 
plementing a transition plan he 
says will allow him to hand pow- 
er to a democratically elected 
president in 1998. 

But his critics say he intends 
to use the plan to retain pow- 
er. and point to his bloody hu- 
man rights record. Gen 
Abacba's regime executed the 
dissident playwright Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight other oppo- 
nents in November 1995. 

■ Char ging Soy inka could pave 
foe way for Nigeria to try to get 


him extradited back home. The 
accused dissidents face a two- 
count charge of “conspiracy to 
levy war against the federal 
military government of Nigeria" 
and “causing explosions in var- 
ious parts of Nigeria." 

Soyinka, who condemned 
the country's rulers in a 1996 
book entitled The Open Sore of 
a Continent, said yesterday he 
was not surprised lo be charged 
with treason because it was 
clear Gen Abacha wanted to 
“eliminate" him. 

“We learned the derision to 
ay as on treason charges had 


been taken before the recent vi- 
olence ... The whole thing is or- 
chestrated. Abacha is trying to 
get rid of us.” Lhe writer said by 
telephone from California. 

Soyinka said he did n> >t know 
who was behind the bombings, 
but thought the army could be 
responsible, as it wac so divid- 
ed. "Dissent in Nigeria ... will 
not go away until Abacha has 
gone. Bui this is a marathon, not 
a sprint,” he said. 

Eight of the 12 dissidents are 
in Nigeria and were brought t«> 
court yesterday. The case was 
adjourned to 9 May. 
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Bleak future for shipyard 
as MoD contract is lost 

The future of the Kvaemer Govan shipyard on the Clyde and 1,200 
jobs were under threat last night after the loss of a crucial £200m 
Ministry of Defence order. The Secretary of State for Scotland, 
Michael Forsyth, who had pledged to do all he could to secure the 
contract for two Royal Navy tankers, came under fierce attack. 
Sigbjom Hiingsen. managing director of Kvaemer Govan. 
described the decision to award the contract to GEC Marine's 
VS EL yard at Barrow-in-Furness. Cumbria, as a “severe Wow". He 
warned that up to 1,000 jobs would be lost by the end of the year. 
Kvaemer took over the yard in 1988 and successfully carved out a 
niche for specialist commercial vessels. But the MoD said that the 
VSEL bid offered the "best value for money for the taxpayer". 

Tagging scheme to be extended 

Trials of electronic tags for criminals are to be extended for a third 
time because the courts have refused to place enough offenders 
under "house arrest". Since the tags were launched in July 1995, 
only 325 offenders have faced a curfew order monitored by 
electronic tags, which is far less that officials had predicted. 

The Home Office is understood to be preparing to extend the 
trials, currently held in Reading, Norfolk, and Manchester, for a 
further year and expand the catchment areas. 

Harry Fletcher, of the National Association of Probation 
Officers, said the tagging experiment had been a catalogue of 
failures. "They are now looking to tag fine defaulters and others 
for whom it will serve no purpose," he said. Jason Bennetto 

Neo-Nazi group members jailed 

Three members of the extreme right-wing group Combat 18 were 
jailed by an Old Bailey judge yesterday for possessing material 
designed to stir up racial hatred. Ttoo of the men were given 1 7 
months and a third 12 months by Judge Henry Pawn all QC, who 
said that the issue of the group's magazine. Combat 18, and CDs 
found in their possession could only be described as “threatening, 
abusive and insulting 1 '. The three cannot be named for legal 
reasons. 

Straw looks to role models 

Young offenders could be 
helped by adult “mentors" to 
act as positive role models 
under Labour's shake-up of the 
youth justice system. Jack 
Straw (left), the shadow Home 
Secretary, said yesterday. He 
said existing experimental 
schemes showed that they 
could encourage educational 
attainment, keep young people 
away from drugs and help 
them cope with adverse peer 
pressure and build self-esteem. 
Offenders could also be 
asked to cany out reparation work for victims under Labour’s 
proposed “final warning", replacing the current cautioning system. 
Mr Straw cited last November’s Audit Commission report. 

Misspent Youth, which found no case in which a young offender 
even asked to write a letter of apology to their victim. 

Patricia Wynn Davies 

‘Standard’ to be prosecuted 

The Attorney General plans to bring contempt proceedings against 
the London Evening Standard newspaper over an article which led 
to the abandonment of the Whitemoor prison LRA breakout trial. 

Five IRA prisoners and an armed robber were the defendants at 
the January trial where they were accused of breaking out of the 
top security prison in Cambridgeshire. Proceedings at Woolwich 
Crown Court, south-east London, were stopped after the 
newspaper published an article on life inside the neighbouring 
Belmarsh prison which identified three of the defendants as 
convicted IRA men in contravention of an order imposed by the 
judge. 

Four teenagers die in car crash 

Four teenagers killed in a car crash in Yorkshire yesterday were 
believed to be from Harrogate Grammar School. The four girls 
died when their red Peugeot 106 car left the road near Harrogate, 
hit a tree and burst into flames. A police spokesman said the crash 
did not involve any other vehiclesJdentities of the victims were 
being withheld until relatives had been informed. 
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Special scoop: Ben and Jerry, the American makers of designer lice dmaiit, -jA];Lo^t|qa for- 

the launch of a new flavour In aid of Comic Relief. The company, which nurtures ah 
• has put the face of the comedian Lenny Henry on the slde of the tubs of Fudge Behaving Badty . 
and pledged to donate 50p to good causes for every one sold {Photograph: 


Parky and 
Auntie back 
together 


H e flirted with Shirley Maclaine, was verbally as- 
saulted by Muhammad All and almost castrated 
by Emu, the manic puppet Now Michael Parkin- 
son, doyen of chat show hosts, is being wooed back 
by the BBC. The corporation is expected to make an 
announcement about Parkinson, 61 , in the next few weeks 
and he is poised to sign a lucrative deal. He is likely to 
interview some of the stars he has sparred with before, 
including Diana Rigg, Raquel Welch and Richard Harris. 

BBC producers wore impressed by ratings for the re- 
cent repeats of his finest Interviews. BBC1 's Controller, 
Michael Jackson, said yesterday: "What we want to see 
is a return to the completely straightforward asking of 
intelligent questions on a chat show. That is the chal- 
lenge we will be putting to Michael Parkinson." 

Paridnsor’s original series ended in 1982 after 11 years 
and ft regularly attracted more than 12 million viewers. 

Mr Jackson said at the BBC’s spring programming 
launch yesterday that he will not be changing his sched- 
ules to deal with the launch of Channel 5 at the end of 
the month. “We won't say exactly what we are putting 
on on Easter Sunday he said. "But there is always a 
special schedule for Easter. Channel 5 won't change our 



commitment to having a broad range of programmes.'’ 
Channel 5 said that it had completed the retiming of 90 
per cant of nine million videos and will launch on time. 

Easter on the BBC will be dominated by 77>e Missing 
Postman, a two part comedy drama starring James Bo- 
lam and Alison Steadman. It wfll also see the airing of 
Before They Were Famous, a special hosted by Angus 
Deayton where celebrities are caught on film doing com- 
mercials and bit-parts before their careers took off 
88C2's cult comedy hit of the season looks (ike be- 
ing Sunnysfde Farm, an agricultural comedy described 
as The Archers on acid" and starring Phil Daniels and 
Shooting Stars’ George Dawes - in real life Matt Lucas 
- as Britain’s first transsexual farmer. 

BBCl’s schedule is heavy with fly-on-the-wall docu- 
mentaries, led by Jonathan Dimbleby's four-year look 
at the handover of Hong Kong in The Last Governor. 

David Lister and Paul McCann 
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Robinson aims to 
swap Emerald Isle 
for top UN post 

Mary Robinson yesterday killed off 
Irish hopes that she will seek a sec- 
ond term as president and dropped a 
strong hint that she wants a top Unit- 
ed Nations human rights post 
Mrs Robinson, Ireland’s first 
woman president has broken new 
ground since her ejection In 1990 by 
taking the presidency out to ordinary 
people and using It to modernise Ire- 
land's image abroad. 

She told the Taoiseach, John Bru- 
ton, yesterday of her decision and 
made it known that she would be a 
willing candidate for the post of UN’s 
Commissioner for Human Rights. The 
vacancy arose when the incumbent 
Ayalo Lasso, quit to become 
Ecuador’s foreign minister. 

The President will see out her term 
until the end of the year. But lobbying 
to secure her UN role could begin 
next week when the Taoiseach meets 
the Bflt Clinton in Washington during 
St Patrick’s Day celebrations. 

Mrs Robinson's record as a human 
rights lawyer and frequent visitor to 
Third World countries give her strong 
credentials for such an appointment 
At home, her energetic contribution 
drew praise from all sides. The 
Taoiseach said she “probably de- 
serves to be described as the best 



Mary Robinson: Ground-breaking 

President we ever had”. He said she 
had “dissipated stereotypes" about 
the Irish and “reached out to the poor 
and to those who felt the political sys- 
tem didn’t matter for them". 

Mrs Robinson came to office just 
as Ireland achieved a new confi- 
dence. She has also been fiercely in- 
dependent and drew the wrath of the 
British Government when before the 
IRA ceasefire she met and shook 
hands with Gerry Adams In West 
Belfast Alan Murdoch 


Appeal bid for 
Nepalese boy 

The attempt by a millionaire 
businessman to allow his 
Nepalese “son” to stay in • 
Britain is going to toe Appeal 
Court 

Last November a High 
Court judge upheld a ded- ^ 
sion by the Home Secretary 
Michael Howard to deport 
Jay Khadka, 20, who fives to - 
with Richard Moriey.to his 
mansion to the Forest of 
Dean. The appeal may be 
heard within a few weeks. 

Mr Moriey said: "We are 
very pleased to have this - 
hearing. It is right and proper 
that this case should be 
heard during toe administra- 
tion of the current govern- 
ment. They are the people 
responsible for this chaos." 

Mr Moriey made Jay his 
adopted heir after what he 
claims was a debt of honour 
over the young man's late to- 
toer, Basu. He saved Mr Wor- 
ley's life in 1984 after while 
on a trekking expedition. 

Jay came to Britain six 
years ago and was brought 
up as an English gentleman. 
Mr Moriey has been fighting 
to have him stay on compas- 
sionate grounds. 


Lawrence award for good citizens 


Philip Lawrence, the head 
teacher stabbed in the heart 
while trying to protect a pupil, 
was yesterday commemorated 
with the launch an annual good 
citizenship award for young 
people who give their time to 
community projects. 

His widow, Frances (pictured 
at the launch), the newsreader 
Trevor McDonald, and the Home 
Secretary Michael Howard 
joined together to invite 
applications from youngsters 
involved in race relations work, 
anti-crime and drugs schemes 
and other neighbourhood 


programmes. 


Howard said: “It is possible 
to take something positive and 
meaningful from this death of an 
exceptionally talented head 
teacher. 

"We have a responsibility to 
teach every child toe difference 



between right and wrong. Young 
people who do good work 
should be recognised," he said. 

Philip Lawrence died In 
December 1995 when he was 
stabbed by a teenager, Learco 


Chlndamo, outside St George’s 
Cathode School, north-west 
London, as he tried to protect a 
pupil from a revenge attack. 

After the conviction, Mrs 
Lawrence launched a “moral 
manifesto” against violence in 
society. Yesterday, she told 
young people at toe launch in - 
London: “I am sure you 
understand that I feet a little sad 
that my husband Philip is not 
here today. 

“He would never have stood: 
back from injustice, he would do 
everything he could to put It 
right He was the strongest of 
men and the gentlest of men.” 

Cash prizes of up to £1,000 
will be presented on toe 
anniversary of Mr Lawrence’s 
death. Applications tor the Home 
Office awards, which an open to 
young people aged 11-20, close 
in September. Nicole Veastr 


POLLUTION 

Gummer sets 2005 target 
to eliminate smogs 

The Government’s final verson of its National Air Quality strategy 
was published yesterday after three months of consultation,. setting 
maxmnun levels for eight different types of health-threatening 
pollution which should never be exceeded after 2005. 



1VW. me secretary or atate ror me cuvnuoiucm, juuu vjuuuu.., 
said the strategy woukl eliminate both summer and winter smo^. 

Many of the curbs are-aiready being implemented, largely as a 
result of European Union laws- But achieving toe targets for oxides 
of nitrogen, ozone, particulates (dangerous, microscopic airborne 
specks) and sulphur dioxide by 2005 will probably require more. 

Under the strategy, local councils in areas with bad air quality 
must dob together to formulate action plans. There will also be 
regulations which allow fixed penally fines, such as parking ac k ers, 
to be given to motorists whose cars tail exhaust emission c he c ks 
when checked at toe roadside. 

The UKNational Air Quality Strategy, available pom the 

Stationary Office bookshops, £17.85. Nicholas Scnoon 


EARNINGS 

Pay gap widens between regions 

Campaigners say a survey on low pay proves that Britain is 

the pay gap betw een workers in different regions has widened to 
moretban £140 a week. Average e ar n i n gs In Greater London were 
£455 a week, compared with £313 in Wales. And although average 
pay throoghont the country was £351 last yean rae to man™ 
male workers earned leas than £173 a week and one in 10 manual 
women employees less than £119, said the report. 

Average earnings in the regions in chided £365 a week zn the 
South-east, £330 in Qie North-west, £326 in the South-west, £325 m 
East Anglia, £324 hi Scotland and the Yfest Midlands and £315 fa 
the North. _ „ 

Peter KeHy, who co-wrote the report, said: “These findings 
r ein f o rce the view that Britain is now a deeply divided society 
While some workers coatfane to prosper, many others have been 
left to cope with the effects of oar down-sized, casualised, flexible 
labour market.” 


HEALTH 

Sailors steer dear of the dry life 

The drunken sailor is a not just a character from a sea shanty — he 
is alive and naweD and living fa Scotland. 

A survey which followed 15,000 Royal Navy submariners for 30 
years, (band that the sailors’ death rate from cirrhosis of liver was 
more than twice the national average and was particularly high in 
Scotland. Moreover^ four times as many of them died from 
alcoholic poisoning as men in the population as a whole. Not 
snrprisinglx three times as many drowned. 

Despite the incidence of cirrhosis, the submariners had a lower 
death rate than the male population as a whole because they they 
got less skin cancel; leukaemia and respiratory disease. 

The study, published today in Occupational and Enviro n m e ntal 
Medicine, looked at a group who trained fa both diesel and nodear 
submarines between 196B and 1979, and followed them until 1989. 

A Navy spokesman said: *We have a fairiy sensible programme 
of education and guidance on akoboL Although the death rale 
from cirrhosis was higher thaw average in the Navy in the 1970s, 
it evened out in toe 1980s.” Annabel Ferriman 



CIVIL SERVICE 

Agency tables scheme abandoned 

The Government has abandoned plans to draw up league tables of 
the “next steps” agencies which now employ two-thirds of 
Whitehall staff. It had hoped to draw comparative tables of the 130 
agencies, but. they are so diverse the task has proved impossible. 

However, m toe second annual review of toe performance of the 
agencies, eight have been identified as performing particularly 
badly, meeting only half or less of the targets set by them. 

Among the badly performing list are Companies House, toe Fire 
Service College, the NHS Pensions Agency, toe Patent Office, and 
the Student Awards Agency for Scotland The best performing 
agencies, which met SO per cent or more of their targets included 
the Central Office of Information and the UK Passport Agency. 

Next Steps Agencies in Government, Review 1996, Stationery 
Office, £56 

SCIENCE 

Ending scrapie ‘may be impossible’ 

Wiping oat scrapie, the equivalent fa sheep of “mad cow disease”, 
coold prove almost impossible fa the UK and Europe. That is 
because it is caused by an infectious a gen t rather than genetic 
drfects, British scientists have found. 

If the disease was caused by genetic mutation, then it might 
prove possible to breed it out of flocks. But a comparison by a 
team from the Institute for Animal Health QAH) fa Edinburgh, of 
sheep from Australia and New Zealand - where no scrapie has 
been found for decades - wftir Docks from the UK found few 
significant differences fa their genetic makeup. 

Scientists had suggested that mutations of the PrP gene caused 
scxajple but the team found that the scrapie-free sheep from the 
Antipodes had the same mutations of the gene as the diseased 
British flocks. 

The ZAHcondndes fa today’s iVoftire that the development of 
Scrapie fa sheep must require an additional fecton; probably an 
infectious agent, making eradication in the Uk and Europe very 
difficult Charles 

Arthur 
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NEWSPAPERS : 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4J-2% of 
theraw material for UK new s papers 
hi the first half of 1996 
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news 


****?» W>«n Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor' 


orders ahorexie girl to be locked up 


anorexic teenager at risk of 
Jtervmg t0 dean, to be de- 
tomed for treatment - by force 
tf necessary. 

TJe judge said he had “no' 
doubt that he had the power 
not only to direct the l£year- 


oW girl to a dink, but also to 
authorise the use of reasonable 
force to keep her there after 
hearing evidence of her eating 
disorder, subjection to sexual 
abuse and a suicide threat' . 

While the judge, Mr Justice 
. was acting under the j'u- 
nsdictkra relating to children 
and young people, where a 
chaffs “best interests” are the 

ckunmant criteria, the r tiHp gi^jTl 


rekindle the debate over judges’ 
increasing willingness to over- 
ride the wishes of patients who 
refuse treatment. 

The ruling was made last 
week in a private hearing in the 
■ High Court family division, but 
the judge gave- permission for 
it to be reported because of the 


important principles involved. 
.. The 16 -year-old, who cannot 


be identified for legal reasons, 


began worrying about her weight 
at 12 and became anorexic at 14. 
She had also been a victim of 
long-term sexual abuse by a 
brother. Her bistoiy of eating 
problems included vomiting, 
taking laxatives and absconding 
from dirties where she was be- 
ing treated. On one occasion she 
threatened to commit suicide 
and had to be restrained from 
throwing herself off a balcony. 


Last November, she was ad- 
mitted to hospital after eating 
no more than a few slices of cu- 
cumber in the previous 10 days. 


The judge said doctors had 
ported that the eiri had the 


reported that the girl had the 
ability suddenly ro stop eating 
and drinking, putting herself at 
risk of collapse and death with- 
in the following three to seven 
days. There was no doubt, Mr 
Justice Wall said, that it was in 


the girl's best interests to be 
treated in the clinic. He was sat- 
isfied in addition that detention, 
toeing reasonable force if nec- 
essary, was an essential com- 
ponent of the treatment 
The case, brought by the 
girl’s local authority although 
she is not in its care, may be of 
comfort to desperate parents 
faced with the trauma of an 
anorexic child who does not 


want to get better. But the rul- 
ing will raise new fears about the 
increasing tendency of doctors 
to seek authority for their ac- 
tions from the courts, and the 
preparedness of the courts to 
back them up. 

While the focus has recent- 
ly been on enforced Caesarean 
sections on unwilling pregnant 
women, the British Medical 
Association raised fresh fears 


yesterday. A spokesman sard: 
“We have general concerns 
about the use of reasonable 
force and how this is to be in- 
terpreted. In the past we have 
asked the Mental Health Com- 
mission to draw up guidelines 
to help professionals.” 

The BMA is in the process of 
considering new guidelines on 
children's consent to Or refusal 
of treatment. 



Unmasked 


survivor 




Cross fire 


judge to 
claim 


for scars 
that will 
never heal 



Louse Jury 


He was the man in the mask, the 
King's Cross fire survivor so 
badly burned his face needed a 
shield against the world in 
order to heal. 

Kwasi Atari Mima, now 43. 
endured a year in his plastic face 
and underwent innumerable 


be will never forget He takes 
shirts four sizes bigger, than be- 
fore. His hands are clumsy 
blocks of welded tissue and his 
mouth cannot form an O. His 
eyelids wfll not close. 

“l am a different person 
now,’ 1 he said yesterday as he 


were injured at King’s Cross sta- 
tion. It has paid oat more than 
£4-5m in 1 10 claims of death, in- 
jury and property damage. 

Bar one disputed claim, Mr 
Minta’s is the last to be settled. 
The worn of the many badly- 
burned survivors, he is repre- 
senting himself before Mr 
Justice Toulson. The. hearing 


endured a year in his plastic face appeared at theHigh Court in senting hims elf before Mr 
and underwent innumerable . London to claim damages Justice Toulson. The. hearing 
skin grafts to Tfrans- ^dwuld begmm fu& today. . 

He emerged bearing .scars . :port(LRT). f .. . Outside the court after yes- 

which will never heat ' LKT admitted liability short- .terday’s '. brief opening, Mr 

His head is larger, carrying ly after the London Under- -Malta, of Putney, south-west 
the fire- fused reminders of the ground tragedy in which 31 ^Londc^foWbow hisiioEifficiii- 
night mNovember 1987 which people died and dozens others juries have completely changed 


his life. No longer able to play 
the guitar or keyboards or sing 
(surgical tubes in his throat 
damaged that too), his career as 
a studio musician ended in the 
minutes a fireball engulfed him 
as be left the Piccadilly line 
escalators. 

Though he returned to the 
recording studio afterwards to 
finish work in progress, it was 
impossible. “I fell far short of 
being able to do it” 

His marriage crumbled under 
the strain. “When [his then 
wife] came and saw me, she 


couldn't handle iL We had to 
break up,” he said. 

He tried working as a mini- 
cab driver, but his appearance 
deterred passengers. Now he 
has re-trained at college in 
desktop publishing. “I just need 
to get something going.” be 
said. 

With a new wife Regina, and 
a son, Eugene, five, he has 
tried to re-build his life. But it 
is a very different one. “1 don't 
want any public life, 1 feel un- 
comfortable with it J would 
rather stay at home and guard 


myself against the staring.” he 
said. 

For it is the staring that 
makes his new existence intol- 
erable. “People laugh, they 
don't know wbai has happened 
to you. My life has been un- 
bearable. If 1 had my own 
world, it would be better - a 
place where I don't have to meet 
people.” 

Walking down the road, he 
will notice children stop, then 
point and giggle. “I have never 
got used to that. It’s very awk- 
ward. Do you vanish or what?” 


Ghanaian-born Mr Mima 
did not know the extent of his 
injuries for a long time. In fact, 
he was so badly burned he did 
not even feel the pain for two 
days, he said. 


After passers-by heroically 
tore the burning clothes from 
his body, it was impossible to 
exit from King's Cross station 
and he had to take another 
tube train to neighbouring Far- 
ringdon station to receive first 
aid. 

He spent six months in 
Queen Mary’s Hospital. Roe- 


hampton, wearing the mask to 
keep his skin moist while his 
face was re-builL Only when he 
left the ward did he see his face 
in a mirror for the first time. “It 
was the worst thing on the 
earth." 

Nearly 1U years on since the 
fire tragcdy. i! is no easier to 
bear his injuries now than it was 
when he first emerged from hos- 
pital. 

“It has taken me almost 10 
years to adjust to people,” he 
said. “But people don’t adjust 
to me. It is perpetual misery." 


The world loses a stage as 
Globe is buried for ever 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 




The original site of Shake- 
speare's Gtobe Theatre in sooth 
London is to remain buried and 
all archaeological excavations 
prevented od the advice of' 
English Heritage, the govern- 
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meet's advisory, body on pre- 
serving the nation’s heritage. 


serving the nation’s heritage. 

The empty building above the 
remams of the original Globe 
is to be converted into luxury ' 
flats. 

The derision to stop further 
research on the Elizabethan 
theatre, the famous “Wooden’ 
O”, will appal Shakespeare stu- 
dents and academics around the 
world. . •• •' 

Archaeologists and acade- 
mics were planning excavations 
to determine the position, 
shape and size of the stage 
that Shakespeare worked on. 
This cannot now go afread. 

Mark Rylance, the artistic dir 
rector of the nearby new Shake- 
speare Globe Theatre, the 
rec ons truction of the original, 
which wiD be opened tw the 
Queen this summer, said yes- 
terday he was stunned by the de- 
cision.. He is writing to the 
Vir ginia Bottomley, the Her- 
itage Secretary, who has rubber- 
stamped the decision, and John 
Cummer, Secretary of State 
for the Envi ronroen i. 

Though his theatre, mod- 
elled on the assumed look of the 

original Globe, empfoys acai- 


Ori&nal Globe: Archaeological excavations are to stop 


emitisand archaeologists id 
continue research into the orig- 
inal -Globe to determine more 
about the building, its stage and 
setting, neither he nor any of the 
academics was consulted.' 

Yesterday Zoc Wanamaker, 
the award winning actress and 
daughteroftbe late American 
- direct or Sam amaker.who ; 

devoted mu&bfbis life to see- 
ing the new Gfobe. built, was 
dose to tears as she stood out- 
side the fenced offsite of the', 
original Gk)be,.surrounded by 
historians, academics and ar- 
chneotogjstswhoalsowaflted to 
express their dismay publicly. 

The derision by English Her- 
itage to reftise permission for . 


excavations was taken at the end 
oflastyeari but the organisation, 
headed by Shr Jocelyn Stevens, 
did nolpubfidse iL Now South- 
wark borough council, acting on 
English Heritage’s advice, has 
given planning permission to-a 
private property company to 
convert the empty Grade 2 list- 
ed budding Anchor Thrace, 
. that stands above the original 
Globe, into luxury fiats. 

Acting on English Heritage 
. advice, Southwark refers in its 
planning permission to “the 
; permanent burial and com- 
memoration” of the Globe. 

The end toesravationsand re- 
; search into the theatre where 
-Shakespeare worked and his 


plays were performed will have 
resonances far beyond Britain. 

Ms ^namaker said: “This is 
a complete shock. Virginia Bot- 
tom! ey should be very embar- 
rassed by this. Archaeologists, 
academics, afl of us should be 
furious. This is a bureaucratic 
decision which has slipped 
under the net without anyone 
really noticing It’s a betrayal of 
our heritage. And there’s no real 
reason for it” 

Mr Rylance added: “English 
Heritage has recommended that 
the original site of the Globe 
Theatre be buried permanently. 
It seems an odd way to preseree 
the heritage. What’s buried 
down there is like oD or gold to 
us. The knowledge down there 
is like gold. The Globe is a 
unique source of information. 

“We want to do keyhole 
surgery through the basement of 
Anchor Terrace by drilling down. 
We wouldn't disturb anything” 

A spokeswoman for English 
Heritage said yesterday: “We 
are not saying the remains 
should be buried permanently. 
The remains are extremely frag- 
ile to excavate and they fie be- 
neath a listed building which 
would require demolition. This 
does not mean they could not 
be excavated at a future time 
when there are improved tech- 
niques.” 

Mr Rylance and his advisers 
deny that further excavations 
would mean demolishing the 
building above. 
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Why pay unnecessary tax on your savings when your money can 
grow entirely tax-free in a Virgin Growth PEP? 

Call us now to secure your PEP and your tax savings before 
the tax year ends on April 5th. 


Matthew Brace 


- ’Ere.guv’nor, have you heard 
the one -about ihe German 
electronics company, London 
abbisand mobflepboqes?^^ 
is&elaictt stunt in anadver- 
t&n£®ad worid and it kcom- 
fflgto the backseat of a black 


Sranen^the German elcc- 
ttofiks company, plans to pay. 
London's Cabbies to use their 
w>Uak»sgift of the gab topro- 
mote m thftir nassenuers the 


phone. '. ;7 

About 100 tabbies will be gftF- 
en'a day’s traiti tig an Friday in: 


the an of dropping information 
about the firm’s latest phone into 
conversation.. They are then 
doe to start their sales pitch on 
Monday for a four-week trial, 
earning more than £5Q a week. - 

The stiheme, known in the . 
business as “madvertisingT, 
could be extended across the 
UK to other products if it 
proves successful- \ .. • . 

A spokesman for Siemens ■ 
advertising agency. Impact 
FCA, said. yesterday: “This is 
just a fun way of Kttiagto the 
consumer. Cab drivers are cot- : 
-sidered friendly and already ■ 
have a good banter aiid rapport 
jyfth their passenger* . . 


\ "If a conversation is already 
going, the driver could say 

something like, *Did you see the 
football last uigbt? Well I 
TTifegpH it, but I kept in touch 
with the score by phoning my 
wife for updates on my mobile 
phone’,” he said- The driver 
would be expected to make it 
dear that he was getting paid to 
endorse the product 

The driver would then im- 
press his fare with facts and fig- 
ures available about the 
Siemens phone, and might even 
hand a model through the the. 
glass partition 1 to show 
passengers. 

Hesaid the d ri v ers would not 


be receiving commission pay- 
ments if their fares then bought 
mobile phones. 

However, the plan could well 
run into opposition from the 
Metropolitan Police's Public 
Carriage Office, which governs 
London’s taxi trade. 

- Impact FCA said it was “in 
negotiations” with the Public 
Carriage Office about the pro- 
posal and was confident it 
would be given the go-ahead. 

' A Metropolitan Police 
spokesman said no formal ap- 
plication had been received 
-and added drivers were not 
allowed tq act as agents for 
advertisers. 
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Minimum investment £50 a month or £ 1000 lump sum. 
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‘THE VALUE Of 
LIFE can 
be measured by 
HOW MANY 
TIMES YOUR soul 
has BEEN 
deeply stirred.’ 

Soichiro Honda. 
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Soichiro Honda was the inspiration behind 


what is now the world’s largest engine manufacturer. His concern for man 
------ ,,, .. f„p,i_-ffirient car (9 426mpq) but also the winner of the Darwin to Adelaide 

and the environment led us to build not only the S ™ us wjnnjng Q conse cutive Formula 1 constructor's championships, 

race for so.ar-pow.red vehicles. His scorch for e -l.encc ga ^ ( ^ iho Qff you don’t need to raise your voice, 

skst ~ ~~ - » — - - - 


First man, then machine. 
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Vouchers to force sale of homes for elderly 

Scheme will turn councils into care purchasers 


Gtenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

could be used as part 
of the Government's plans for 
forcing local authorities to sell off 
incir old people's homes in the 
most radical shake-up of soda] 
services fur 25 years, Stephen 
DottcII the Secretary of Sate for 
Health said yesterday. 

Attacked as “privatising 
grannies by hostile Labour 
MPs, and ‘‘dogma gone macT by 
carers groups, yesterday’s White 
Paper is the beginning of a drive 
to transform local authorities 
into purchasers not providers of 
care. 

Defending his plans Mr Dor- 
rcD said vouchers for the elderly 
were being tried in Labour-con- 
trolled Bradford and he 
Chris Smith. Labours Health 
spokesman, of ‘•shooting his 
own supporters in the back”. 

The White Paper said the 
Government wished to encour- 
age experimentation with oth- 
er ways of reinforcing people's 
right to influence their choice of 
residenual or nursing home. 
"Some authorities are looking 
at voucher schemes as a way of 
extending and facilitatin g this 
right to choice. The Government 
intends to ensure that there are 
no legal obstacles to the use of 
vouchers in this way." 

The White Paper also her- 
alded tougher guidelines to 
stop children being allowed out 
of children’s homes following 
complaints that some have in- 


dulged in drinking and under- 
age sex. 

The White Paper says the 
Government stands ready to acu 
either by issuing new guidance 
or changing the law if there is 
seen to be a further need to tip 
the balance more firmly in 
favour of adults. Social workers 
1 will also need to undergo fur- 
ther training if they wish to work 
with children. 

The old people’s homes sell- 
off was attacked by Mr Smith 
as “ideologically imposed' 1 . He 
said ft would be cancelled by an 
incoming Labour government 
and Labour would legislate to 
establish a soda! services coun- 
cil to oversee standards of care. 

Some 76,000 people living in 
2^47 homes in England arid 
Wales are likely to be affected. 
In future local authorities will 
only be able to provide care 
themselves if they can prove the 
private or voluntary sector can- 
not meet such needs. The White 
Paper alsowams that it is the re- 
sponsibility of individuals to 
plan to meet their own neeth and 
that family and friends should be 
willing to act as carers. 

It aims to drive down the cost 
of social services, which in the 
10 years to 1994-5 saw spend- 
ing rise 75 per cent in real terms. 
A survey commissioned re- 
cently by Mr DorreU found 
that the average cost of a week's 
residential care in a council 
home in 1994-95 was £283, 
compared to £246 in a voluntary 
or private sector home. 


Wigan chief 
admits false 
transfer plan 


Peter Greenhalgh 

Jack Robinson, chairman of 
Wigarr rugby league club, yes- 
terday confirmed that he had 
proposed setting up a fictitious 
transfer deal in a scheme to win 
damages from a local newspa- 
per in a libel action. 

He fold Bolton Qown Court 
that in a telephone conversation 
with Alfred Davies, chief exec- 
utive of Leeds rugby league 
club, he had proposed that 
Leeds should supply him with 
letters purporting to show that 
it had withdrawn an offer to buy 
Neil Cowie, the international 
forward, after an unfavourable 
article in the local Wigan Ob- 
server newspaper. 

The letters would be used in 
an action for damages against 
the newspaper, the proceeds of 
which he offered to share be- 
tween the two clubs, even 
though transfer negotiations 
had never taken place. 

Mr Robinson. 55. of Wigan 
has denied attempting to per- 
vert the course of justice. He 
told the court he was acting on 
behalf of another director, John 
Martin, when he pul the fake 
transfer proposal to Mr Davies, 
and be was always confident that 
Mr Davies would reject the 
proposal - which he did. 

Mr Robinson told the jury 
that in February last year Wigan 
rugby league team had been sur- 
prisingly beaten by Salford in a 
Challenge Cup match. He gave 


an interview to the Wigan Ob- 
server sports editor, Neil Bark- 
er, in which be criticised the fact 
players had been allowed to take 
a week's holiday in Ibnerife im- 
mediately prior to the game. 

This was foDowed by a report 
of Wigan players being involved 
in a “drunken binge" in the 
Tenerife hotel. The report mis- 
takenly stated that one player 
involved was Neil Cowie. In feet, 
Cowie, son-in-law of John Mar- 
tin, the Wigan director, was ski- 
ing in Scotland at that time. 

Mr Robinson said Mr Mar- 
tin bad initiated a libel action 
against the newspaper without 
Cowie’s knowledge, the player 
being on tour in Fiji. 

In a letter to the newspaper. 
Mr Martin's solicitors claimed 
that Leeds had pulled out of a 
£150000 transfer deal for Cowie 
as a result of the “binge" report 

Mr Robinson said Mr Martin 
had asked him to approach Mr 
Davies to provide material to 
support the fake transfer claim 
and he had agreed to do so 
though he was confident Mr 
Davies would reject the proposal. 

He said he had agreed to 
make the approach because be 
was keen to retain Mr Martin’s 
finan cial support of the club at 
that time. 

Since then, there had been a 
boardroom split over the future 
of the Wigan ground. Central 
Park, ana Mr Martin is no 
longer a director, he said. 

The case continues. 


Tiny machines 
will be able to 
build themselves 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Hrw do you build a micro-ma- 
chine whose components are 
thousands of times smaller than 
a pinhead? The answer, ac- 
cording to American scientists, 
is that you don't - you let them 
build themselves. 

Sometime in the new mil- 
lennium. such machines could 
be injected info people to clean 
up their blood. like the minia- 
turised submarine seeking out 
a blood clot in the 1960s film 
f aiuasihr Hnugc, or 10 c ^ ear 
harmful chemicals. . 

Now-, using techniques bor- 
rowed from biology, a team at 
Harvard University m Massa- 
chusetts has taken the first step 
towards such self-assembling 
machines, by mixing together 
different parts with the re- 
quired shape, adding some pho- 
tosc native glue, and mixing 
them until the shape thev warn- 
ed appeared- A beam of ultra- 
violet light then set the ghie. 

With a market value esti- 
mated at £4Ubn in the next 10 

years, “nanotechnology" is at- 
tracting hues investment. 

But teams trying to make 
such svsem* - such as gears the 


size of pollen grains and elec- 
tric motors smaller than a pin- 
head -have previously faced the 
same problem, it is very difficult 
to pat the pieces together with- 
out dropping them. “In most 
fabrication, you do thin^ by fix- 
ing them in place - welding or 
screwing them to something. 
.They’re systems which are 
metastable," said George 
Whitesides of Harvard" s chem- 
istry department 

His team, however, decided to 
try using the assembly tech- 
niques of the human cell - the 
feci that certain shapes fit to- 
gether, even at the molecular 
level, and that liquids and bub- 
bles can bring surfaces into con- 
tact Early experiments in a 
six-month project reported to- 
day in the science journal Na- 
ture, produced millnnetre-sized 
plastic components. Now, the 
team aims to make smaller, 
more complex machines which 
could be used to manufacture 
mii t forkc ff nn|C and mechanical 
systems, he said. That though, 
could take 10 years. 

One micro-engineered prod- 
uct already in use is a device in 
car airbags that detects decel- 
eration when a crash is immi- 
nent and triggers inflation. 


A social services reform Bill 
would also bring m an inde- 
pendent regulation of stan- 
dards by local health and social 
services working together. 

While independent care 
homes welcomed the move, 
onions and charities described 
it as "dogma gone mad’, saying 
h signalled an end to the pub- 
lic service ethos. And, embar- 
rassingly for the Government 
the first of its programme of re- 
views of social services depart- 
ments published today found 
that Stockport soda] services 
was "doing well" and providing 
“high quality services to meet 
the needs of very vulnerable 
people”. 

Evaluation of Stockport’s 
services by the Audit Commis- 
sion and the Department of 
Health showed that three out of 
four people were happy with 
them. “Not only does the idea 
of public service still exist, but 
people seem to like it.” 

Barry Hassell, chief executive 
of the Independent Health As- 
sodation, said the paper was a 
“positive move for consumers 
taxpayers and providers alike”. 

Unison's national officer. 
Jobn Findlay, said: “Worrying- 
ly. these proposals open the 
door to exploitation of people 
in need of a range of home care 
support, including meals-on- 
wheels, by faceless multina- 
tional-companies who will never 
be able to replicate the atten- 
tion and care that these popu- 
lar local services provide." 
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Twilight zone: Old people’s homes are the latest target of the Government’s privatisation drive 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


V :. - 





flaglnmekSiEniii 


* -r- "*"■*•* ' . A,. ^ y 



f 


hSS 





up x* 

TO X. 

ON BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
RANGE OF CAMCORDERS 



I one hrealrtfarou^i that's dgjjnitely NOT 

^Hfc^wMwg-dtftaloamoords r s. 

Thanks to the wonders <X Digital Image Stabisatioa 
they hardy shake ar aif 

That means they’re even easier to use -and the 

Ptetue cjjafty is sMpertx TheyVe remarkable 
machriesai round 

The JVC GRCVl is smaBer than a paperback, yet ifs 
the most actanced camcorder ever - a doddle to 
us* with a staggering lOOx dgrtal room.' 

Was £179099. Save £200 l LARGS STORES 
AJCGRDVl 

£1599.99 

ttMOWTHSWTHtEST HIgOPTlOW 

See it first 


: ffi-8 (jAMG&RDEBS - 


r2m 

wMflTj 

75] 

i f 

iTi] j l i 



■-J » j 


J.n» 




dm • ! i FJ-! 


— "''VL' 







• 3 auto-exposure modes. 

• Ft A range auto-focus. 

• 06 lux low fight 
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Spring comes to 
the Tarquins 

I t is Spring here at the heart of Empire. Hie sun is re- 
flected from the white towers and buttresses of West- 
minster Abbey, or trapped in the carved crevices of the 
decorations and gargoyles on the Houses of Parliament- 
On College Green the bravest, ugliest tourists have shed 
their overcoats and donned shorts. In Great Peter Street 
the tall. shabby-genteel Edwardian blocks of flats are sport- 
ing window-boxes of daffodils and crocuses. A bush of 
yellow foisytJua peeks through the newly painted black 
railings that line the Queen Anne terrace of Lord 
North Street. 

Bat what season is it in the building that lies - round the 
comer - in the shadow of the imposing baroquerie of St 
John’s, Smith Square? Give me a moment to put my 
change and keys into a little polythene bag and pass 
through the metal detectors just inside the doors. Wait, 
while Vecetia or Cordelia in the sky-blue cardigan and 
Hermes scarf, checks my credentials and hands me a sticky 
badge; while pin-striped, spotty Tkrquio thrusts a bundle of 
press releases into my hand. 

Here I am, inside a dark theatre. At the back is a projec- 
tion and lighting booth, manned by three more Tarquins. 
Round the walls are posters proclaiming the dangers of 
electing a Labour government. Extra Venetias and Tarquins 
appear at intervals along these walls or sit, singly, in various 
parts of the room. Music (Vivaldi perhaps) enters from 
some hidden source. 

Near the front, seven or eight of Britain's finest political 
correspondents and editors huddle together for 
companionship, lo their side and behind, watching them 
with zoological interest, is the diminutive (but perfect) Alan 
Duncan, MP for Rutland - seconded for special election- 
time duties to the office of the Chairman of the 
Conservative ftarty. 

Who now enters, accompanied by the straight, stiff figure 
of the President of the Board of Tirade, Ian Lang. Mr Lang 
sat on a ramrod when young and carries it still within - at 
once a handicap and a source of inner strength. 

But it is Dr Mawhinney who captures the eye. Just a few 
weeks ago he seemed to be bearing the sins of his party 
Dorian Gray style, in his face. That yellow skin, those 
darting fierce but frightened eyes, that odd. agonised 
reve aling of the teeth - which might give a name to a new 
verb, to Mawhinney: to.smile a ghastly smile. 

Ibday - to my surprise - that death's head grin is gone. 
The smile is almost gentle, Mawbinney’s adumbration of 
the many sins of Labour is perfunctory and lacking in 
malice. He takes and evades questions with a resigned air, 
as if to say "you are journalists and must ask; I am a 
politician and must not answer. It is in our natures." 

Though the ostensible purpose of the event is to unveil 
an unflattering letter sent by Mr President Lang to Mr 
Padraig Flynn - Irishman and Euro-Commissioner - no one 
(least of all Dr Mawhinney) is interested in the new threat 
to Britain's jobs posed by devils on the Continent. But 
there is a job to be done, and tomorrow Dr Mawhinney 
will be here with Peter Lilley, and the day after that with 
someone else. 

Outside, beyond the metal detectors, men are digging up 
the road in Lord North Street. High up in the Great Peter 
Street flats an old lady with untidy hair leans out of her 
filth-floor window and waters her ivy. A gaggle of 
schoolchildren passes down MQlbank on their way to the 
Abbey. As Dr Mawhinney knows. Spring comes, life goes 
on - and governments fall. 



Pipe dreamers: Members of the Lords and Commons Pipe and Cigar Smokers' Club preparing to fight up outside 
Westminster yesterday in defiance of the campaign urging smokers to quit on No SmoWng Day Photn&aph: Edward Sykes 



of town 


Mcholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


Blair cleared over charge of 
involvement in fundraising 


Christian Wobnar 

Westminster Correspondent 


Sir Gordon Downey, the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for Stan- 
dards, has rejected a complaint 
from a backbench Tory MP that 
Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
was personalty involved in fund- 
raising for his office expenses. 

The complaint, by David 
Shaw, MP for Dover, centred on 


a “blind" trust set up by the 
Labour Party to raise money 
from large-scale donors on the 
basis that their names would not 
be known to Mr Blair or any 
other senior party figures.. 

Mr Shaw argued that the 
trust was not “bUnd" in that Mr 
Blair had personally been try- 
ing to raise money by meeting 
potential donors at meals. He 
said that the identity of donors 
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was known to the Labour 
leader. 

However, yesterday, in a let- 
ter to Mr Shaw, Sir Gordon said 
that Mr Shaw’s evidence “con- 
sisted only of newspaper or 
hearsay reports of what has al- 
legedly been said lo journalists”. 
He concluded that “unless direct 
evidence is provided to support 
the allegation that Mr Blair has 
been personalty involved in fund 
raising for the Labour Leader's 
Office FnnrT, he would tell the 
Commons Committee of Stan- 
dards and Privileges that there 
was no case to answer. 

Sir Gordon also took the nn- 
usuai step of criticising the ed- 
itor of the Sunday Times, John 
Witherow, who allied, in an ed- 
itorial last Sunday, that he was 
“prevaricating" over the inves- 
tigation. Sir Gordon denies this 
and says “there is no troth in the 
suggestion that I failed to inform 
the committee of the provi- 
sional advice 1 bad given to Mr 

Labour’s 
glitterati 
party in 
style 

Fhan Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


|at 

the 


trust]" or that lie was criticised 
by the committee for having 
failed to provide the advice. Sir 
Gordon has asked the newspa- 
per “to consider a correction 

He says, however, that the 
rules cm contributions to the ad- 
ministrative expenses of both 
government and Opposition 
frontbenchers needs “to be 
codified". 

• The Labour campaigns 
spokesman Brian Wilson wel- 
comed the decision: “We nev- 
er had any doubt that this 
would be the outcome. The 
whole operation was a smear job 
by Mr Shaw, licensed Tty lory 
Central Office.” 

Last TUesday, Mr Shaw at- 
tempted to keep the issue going 
by tabling a farther set of com- 
plaints to Sir Gordon about sim- 
ilar trusts run fay the offices of 
the Labour frontbencher John 
Prescott, Margaret Beckett, Gor- 
don Brown and Robin Cook. 


MPs have called for a tax on 
out-of-town car parking spaces 
to stop shoppers deserting tra- 
ditional town centres for green- 
field superstores. 

Several pressure groups had 
proposed such a tax, which 
could raise hundreds of mflfions 
of pounds a year. But to have 
an all-party House of Commons 
select committee back the idea 
gtyes it a new respectability. 

Neither of the main parties 
would contemplate such a tax in 
the run-up to the election. But 
the recommendation from the 
Environment Select Committee 
in. its latest report on shopping 
centres puts it firmly on the 
agenda after polling day. 

The MPs said: “We recom- 
mend that the Government 
consider either introducing a 
levy or allowing local authori- 
ties to ass ess car parks for busi- 
ness rates. "At present they are 
not rated, in or out of town. 

The committee chairman, 
Andrew Bennett, said there 
was a wide gap between car 
parking charges in out-of-town 
shopping and leisure centres 
and those in the town centre. 
“When I go into the middle of 
Stockport to shop it costs me 
80p while if I use the new out- 
of-town John Lewis store at 
Cheadle its free,” he said. 

Many town centre car parks 
were owned by local councils 
and the charges had become an 
important source of revenues. 
“It’s not easy for a cash- 
strapped council to cut those 
charges to compete with out-of- 
town developments." 

The tax would be paid tty the 
owner or operator of the out- 
of-town car park, who could 
choose whether or not to pass 
it on to customers in higher 
parking charges. It would apply 
to developments already built as 
well as all future ones, covering 
the hundreds of thousands of 
out-of-town car parking spaces 
which have sprang up in the past 
20 years. The aim would be to 
encourage more use of public 
transport and town centre 
facilities and discourage the 
use of greenfield sites which is 
eating away at the countryside 
and encouraging more and 
longer car journeys. 

The MBs’ recommendation 
opens a debate about the level 
of tax, whether councils or cen- 
tral government should collect 
it, and exaetty what kind and lo- 



Andrew Bennett: Wide gap 
between car park charges 

Secretary of State for the 
Environment, recently rejected 
Virgin's plans for a 10-screen 
cinema at an out-of-town site 
near Eastleigh in Hampshire. 

The MPs also called for tax 
relief on companies' contribu- 
tions towards approved town 
centre improvement plans. 

Their report was welcomed 
by the Civic Thrst and the 
Council for the Protection of 
Rural England. 

Tony Burton, for the coun- 
dL said: “If we’re to learn any- 
thing from the environmental 
damage caused by out-of-town 
shopping, it is that stronger 
carrots and sticks are needed to 
steer development into towns 
and cities where it can con- 
tribute towards urban renewal 
and slow the growth in traffic." 


Labour's great and glamorous 
gathered at the Hilton Hotel in 
London last night for a £500-a- 
head fundraising dinner, which 
was expected to raise up to. a 
quarter of a million pounds for 
the parly's election effort 

Among the 450 guests who 
paid to attend the function 
were Bianca J agger, Sinead 
Cusack, and Lord Attenbor- 
ough. Melvyn Bragg, a regular 
at such events, was also there 
along with the DJ Simon Mayo, 
comedian Stephen Fry and 
actor Paul McGann. A further 
120 officials, MPs and 
donors dined at the party's 
expense. 

The dinner was the fifth such 
annual event held by Labour, 
and was the biggest so far. Last 
year's raised £200,000 after 
Eric Cantona’s football shirt was 
auctioned for £17,000. 

Both Tony Blair and John 
Prescott were scheduled to 
make speeches, while Richard 
Wilson, star of BBC’s One Foot 
in the Grave, hosted an auction. 
Mr Blair's wife, Cherie, and Mr 
Prescott's wife, Pauline, were 
both at the dinner. 

Despite Tony Blair's recent 
attempts to distance himself 
from the “luwie" fraternity, 
the turnout was belter than 
ever. 

Among the guests from busi- 
ness were Whhid Ali, head of 
the television company Planet 
24, Bill Hamilton, director of 
public affairs for Safeway and 
Alec Reed, founder of Reed 
Personnel Services. 

Mirror Group Newspapers, 
part-owner of The Independent. 
was one of the sponsors. 


NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS OF 
HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL 
CISLE OF MAN) LIMITED. 

Halifax International (Isle of Man) Limited, announces certain revised 
interest rates from 17th March 1997. 



ANNlfiU. INTEREST 

MONTHLY INTEREST 

BALANCE 

GROSS PA. 

GROSS P.A. 

- 

% 

% 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX PREMIUM 

£100,000+ 

6.40% 

6.22% 

£50,000+ 

6.30% 

6.13% 

£25,000+ 

6.05% 

5-89% 

£10,000+ 

5-45% 

5-32% 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX GOLD 

£100,000+ 

6.05% 

5-89% 

£50,000+ 

5-80% 

5.65% 

£25,000+ 

5-70% 

5.56% 

£10,000+ 

5.15% 

5.03% 

£5,000+ 

4.50% 

4.41% 

£500+ 

3-50% 

3.45% 

£10+ 

2.50% : 

2.47% 

If you have less than £10,000 In your Halifax International Manx Premium account it will 
earn interest at the equivalent Halifax International Manx -Gold rate. If you have less than £10 
in your Halifax International Manx Premium or Halifax International Manx Grid account we 
will on fy pay interest at 1.00% gross p.a. ‘Gross* means we will not take any tax off the 
interest we pay. The accounts shown above are only available to residents of the Isle of Man. 


Further detail^ can be obtained by calling Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited on 01624 6 1 2323 (from within the UK) or 
44 1624 612323 (from outside the UK). 


HALIFAX 
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MPs seek 
tax on car 

out 


cation - edge or out-of-town ifc- 
velopments- it should apply to. 

The growth in big out-of- 
town shopping centres has 
slowed, because the Govern- 
ment has changed planning 
policies to oppose them and 
because so much has already 
been built that some retailers 
are approaching saturation 
point in some areas. None the 
less, there are dozens which 
have been granted planning 
permission by local councils 
but not vet btnll- 

But Mr Bennett said leisure 
developments such as multiplex 
cinemas and bowing alleys were 
now rapidly expanding out of 
town. “These represent the lat- 
est threat to existing town cen- 
tres as places where people 

not onty shop but Uve, work and 

relax," he said. He was de- 
lighted that John Gummer, the 


€V 


*•? 




International ■ 

HAi#AXMTail>WriaNn. audf HAI4 WITS Btccesmtm WITH TW BLE OF MNFtwKlW. 

BJPBansaN cumsiuN ran BNow&vwwqsnwrnjVNBS. munch wo Musmm cfHO.ro bqk 3a.« snwo since* douqa& 
BLCOfHAN m fTfcRBSSTHm WTHS QU OFMHt NOlHQSUC. 








Jellt !> ti5J> 


ca* 

out 

ivu 


INDEPENDENT »■ THURSDAT i^ m a -RHTT T397 -• •••■ •■■ • 





«e*% 






^ "'•oi ™ t^irne Minister cfcuing a 1B94 visit to Northern Ireland, where the Secretary of State spent The best five years' of his earner 

Mayhew bows out ducking tough questions 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 

Declaring his time as Secretaiy- 
of State for Northern Ireland 
“the five best-spent years of my 
career” , Sir Patrick Mayhew yes- 
terday glossed over criticism of 
his- handling of opportunities 
presented by the peace process. 
Asked after his final Anglo- 


Irish Conference meeting with 
Irish ministers if be had been a 
failure, he said: “It is for other 
peopleandriot forme to decide 
about those-xnatters.” 

Sir jfetrick recalled that he had 
asked to be put in the post and 
was ^vay^air he hadbeengzv- 
en iL He added: “Now, nearly 
five years later I am just as glad 
that I was given fire chance. No- 


body takes on this kind of thing 
and expects to be able to pat 
himself on the back.” 

He hoped he had helped the 
people oi Ireland as a whole to 
“come to terms with their an- 
cient history, to cease to look 
back and to look forward". 
Then Sir Patrick bade farewell 
just as questions began getting 
tougher on how his government 


had missed the chances pre- 
sented by the 1994 ceasefires. 

It had’ been a rocky Anglo- 
Irish marriage with Dublin ne- 
gotiators frequently convinced 
that he fell the Irish race was 
somehow made up solely of 
Unionists. But that was all for- 
gotten yesterday. Before leav- 
ing, Irish ministers presented 
him with essays on Cork, where 


he had Protestant Ascendancy 
ancestors, a book of photos of 
Irish antiquities and a bottle of 
40-vear-old Midleton Very Rare 
whiskey. 

The Dublin meeting dealt 
with Dublin's concerns over 
British handling of the North 
report on the marching season, 
security issues and the detention 
of Roisin McAliskey. 


First shots fired 
in dirty war for 
Tory leadership 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

A “dirty war” for the Conserv- 
ative leadership erupted yes- 
terday after the Express carried 
a front-page report alleging 
that Baroness Thatcher had 
joined a secret campaign to back 
Michael Portillo. 

The report was later repudi- 
ated In’ Julian Seymour, “di- 
re ctor.Lady Thatcher’s private 
office", who said it was “mali- 
cious nonsense and entirety 
without foundation". 

It had been alleged that staff 
in Lady Thatcher's office had 
circulated a dossier containing 
pen portraits of Conservative 
election candidates, “to help the 
Defence Secretary canvass 
support". John Wbittingdale. 
Conservative MP for Colchester 
South and Maldon. one of Lady 
Thatcher's former aides and the 
alleged link between her and the 
Portillo campaign, said: '"This 
story is a total fabrication and 
utterly without foundation. 

“It is dearly designed to 
cause damage to Lady Thatch- 
er. MichaerPortillo and to the 
Conservative Party. Lady 
Tbaicher’s office denied there 
was any truth in it yesterday, and 
I am astonished that the Express 
should see fit to prim it. having 
been told it was untrue.” 


It has been known for some 
vears that Lady Thatcher was a 
great admirer of Mr Portillo, 
and that be would be her cur- 
rent favourite in any am test for 
the succession to John Major. 

But the current leadership 
campaign has to stay under- 
ground because it depends on 
an inbuilt assumption - widely 
shared among some contenders 
- that the Conservatives are 
heading for election defeat on 
1 May. 

As the letter from the former 
leader's office said yesterday: 
“Lady Thatcher gives her full 
support to the Prime Minister 
and wilJ work for victory by the 
Conservative Party at the forth- 
coming general election." 

But the fact that the covert 
campaign is being fought is as 
evident from the dirty tricks as 
it is from the jockeying for po- 
sition by potential contenders. 

A report in yesterday's East- 
ern Daily Press, the regional 
newspaper that serves Gillian 
Shephard's Norfolk South- Wtest 
constituency, repudiated a 
weekend newspaper report that 
she had decided not to stand in 
a leadership comes! because she 
wanted to spend more time with 
her family. 

“Friends of the Norfolk MP 
yesterday poured scorn on a 
Westminster rumour that she 


had ruled herself out of stand- 
ing for the Conservative lead- 
ership." the Eastern Daily Press 

political ediior reported. 

Using the Westminster rode 
that is commonly used to dis- 
guise the person in question, the 
report added: “Sources close to 
the SW Norfolk MP said yes- 
terday that the (weekend] arti- 
cle seemed to have something 
to do with ■furthering the cause' 
of the 35-year-old Welsh Sec- 
retary [Wiliam Hague]." 

The only contender who has 
so fur stood against John Ma- 
jor for the leadership, John 
Redwood, yesterday main- 
tained his remorseless pace for 
the next challenge with a speech 
in which he washed his hands 
of the current crisis over the 
Meal Hygiene Service and the 
stare of the country's abattoirs. 

"As a minister." Mr Redwood 
said, “I unsuccessfully opposed 
the birth of the national Meat 
Hygiene Service. 

“I thought it better to leave 
the responsibility' with the local 
authorities. 

“They are responsible for 
food safety outside the abattoir, 
why not let them remain re- 
sponsible for the abattoirs as 
well? Again, the new national 
service has proved to be both 
dearer and Jess effective than 
advertised at the tirae.” 
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will attack unions 


Gofin Brown 

Chief Political Corespondent 

Tough curbs on tirade iipUnroj, ‘al- 
lowing customers of privatised 
utilities to snefar loss of service, 
are to be included in the Tbry 
election manife&o, Ian Lang, 
the President of she Board of 
Trade, said yesterday. . F .V 

Tbe proposals, some of the 
toughest employment legisla- 
tion since the Second World 
War, provoked outrage Among 
trades unions and raised doubts 
among some Tbry supporters. 

Senior lory sources said the 
Government had decided to - 
press ahead with the plans, 
outlined in a Green Paper last 
year, which proposed- that 
unions could be stripped of 
immunity from legal action if a 
court decided the effects of 
the strike were “dispropor- 
tionate or excessive’. : 

The notice period for strikes 
could be doubled to 14 days af- 
ter baBots-ih whicb> majority, 
of those entitled to vote would 
be required to make the strike 
legal. " 


- The TUC attacked the pro- 
posals as “vindictive and sma fi- 
minded”. It could leave unions 
open to injunctions and fines far 
-contempt of court with se- 
: questratioB of assets. 

The Green Paper made it 
: dear that strikes last year af- 
fecting Ibe fire service, London 
^Underground and the postal 
service would- have comewith- 
' in tbe- scope .of file anti-strike 
measures. 

■' Tony Blair fins week told 
the unions that “the basic trade 
union Ians of the 1980s will not 
be repealed - there will be no 
return to no-ballot strikes, fly- 
ing pickets or secondary actioD 
or any of the rest of it". But 
Labour wfli attack the next 
wave of Tbry employment laws 
as a step too far. 

Last night. Labour reinforced 

that, message at its gala dinner 
in London. “We have changed. 
And it simply defies logic to 
think that we would go through 
such radical change in creating 
new Labour, merely to slip 
back if we win.” 

■ Describing himself as an 


“eternal warrior” against com- 
placency, Mr Blair told col- 
leagues not to take victory for 
granted. And be assured busi- 
nessmen at the dinner that 
Labour would not go “back to 
tbe old ways" in government. 

Meanwhile, Mr Lang yes- 
terday wrote to the European 
Social Affairs Commissioner, 
Padraig Flynn, to protest 
against a threat to tighten the 
EU rules on redundancy, 
following the decision by 
Renault to close its plant in 
Belgium. 

Mr Ftynn attacked the threat- 
ened closure and told the Eu- 
ropean Parliament that there 
was a balance to be struck be- 
tween companies’ economic 
needs and the rights of the 
workers. 

But in a dear appeal to Tbry 
Euro-Sceptics, Mr Lang at- 
tacked the plan to extend work- 
ers* rights. “It is in ibe interests 
of all of us in Europe that you 
look for ways to remove re- 
strictions od employment 
rather than to increase them," 
Mr Lang said- 


no bleeping in the House 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Speaker, of the Commons, 
Betty Boothroyd, yesterdayact- 
cd to stop the intrusion pr mes- 
sage pagers in the chamber of 
the House. : - 

She intervened; to stop 
Labour MPs jumping to the 
messages sent them _by_party 
spin doctors. -O 

Miss Booihroyd told MPs 
that she could not object to “hit 
instrument that vibrates” trot 
she. did not want the curse. Of 
modern living, the bleeper.go- 
ing'off in the middle of Prune 

Minister's questions. 

She trained MPS that anyone 
reading a message from one of 
the gadgets would be told to 


resume their seat immediately. 
Althoagh her ruling falls short 
of a complete ban on MPs' 
pagers in the Commons, it is in- 
tended to draw a line under 
their use. 

It follows the outrage caused 
when Brian Wilson, a Labour 
MP and a . senior member of 
Peter Mandelson's campaign 
team, appeared to be reading a 
. pager message at the Despatch 
Bat, when he intervened on 
Tuesday loprotest against a Tbry 
MP for feiting to declare an in- 
: terest at Prime Minister’s ques- 
tions. . 

Conservative MPS accused 
Mr WHson of responding to tbe 
messagefrom Labour’s spin 
doctors, who were watching 
die session on television, and 


spotted an opportunity to em- 
barrass the Government With 
MPs on both sides being tight- 
ly controlled by the spin doctors, 
file use of the pager raised the 
prospect of MPs using the 
devices to improve their 
verbal jousting across the 
chamber. 

Miss Boothroyd’s ruling 
means that in future, MPs will 
have to return to the tried and 
trusted system of sending and 
receiving messages on paper, if 
they wish to read them in 
public. 

But MPs may be well advised 
to play safe by leaving their 
pagers where they are sup- 
posed to bang their hats, and 
their swords, in the members’ 
cloakroom. 


Prison ship defended 


lason Rennetfo . .. 

Crime Cqrrespondaft.^- 

Ann Widdccombe, tbe Prisons 
Minister, yesterday defended 
the arrival til Britain’s first 
floatin g jail which is due l o be 
moored off the Dorset coast fins 
morning, and predicted that 
‘ lodil residents woiiM eveqoial- 
• ly gFOw attached to it, ... 

. Sofarfireciti^ofPOrttand, 

rwfaere the Boating be 

based, have been anything bat 
' etahtisfestitafidfi lc ^ oca ^? 3lia- 
•cSfcas refused it pfenning per- 
^iweionu- The Prison Setvw is 
app ea ling ro ibe Department of 
fix? Environment next Thursday 
to over-ride the council. • ; 

. Ms Widdccombe said yes- 
kfrtla y. “I do understand why it 
k ihat people sometimes get 


concerned about having prisons 
pennanenfiy near them, though 
oddly enough wben we then try 
to close down thfr prison, they 
always resist iL 
“If we do manage to get that 
ship up and running* the pop- 
ulation which has resisted it ar- 
riving will resist it when we say 
we don’t need it any more." 

HM Prison Wfeare, formerly 
' the Jtedut&lMbeea shipped 
over from New' York as an 

enieigency measure to deal with 
- the jail over-crowding crisis. 
The Prison Service director 


jjjourcu at iuxuauu 

service had identified otherpo- 
tehtfel sites where it could go, 
subject to pfenning approval. He 
declined to say where. 


Speaking at the Prison Gov- 
ernors' Association annual 
meeting in Buxton, Derbyshire, 
Ms Widdecombe rejected sug- 
gestions that the spiralling jail 
population constituted a crisis. 
■ The association said it was 
disappointed by Ms Widde- 
oombe’s speech. “We arc deeply 
disturbed by her belief that a ris- 
ing prison population is a fac- 
tor in reducing crime rates. 
Hers is a simplistic mid poten- 
tially damaging approach to 
the man agement of criminal 

justice," a PGA statement 
said. 

Last Friday, the prison pop- 
ulation in England and Wales 
Stood at 59,156. just a little short 
of the total capacity of 60,013. 
The jails are expected to be full 
in about two weeks. 
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news 


Prospects for black barristers get worse 


Lawyers attack 
‘appalling level 
of unequal 
treatment’ 

Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Urgent action to stamp out 
discrimination against aspiring 
black barristers was called for 
yesterday in the wake of a 
sharp increase in the failure rate 
of the Bar examination. 

In an analysis of pass rates 
over the past four years, the So- 
ciety of Black Lawyers said the 
disparity between blacks and 
whites "represented “an ap- 
palling level of unequal treat- 
ment . Latest figures for the 
Bar’s “dealing house” scheme, 
for matching would-be pupil 
barristers to chambers, like- 
wise showed a pattern of con- 
tinuing racial discrimination, 
the society said, 

A breakdown of pass rates at 
the Inns of Court School of Law 
- until this autumn the mo- 
nopoly provider of the Bar fi- 
nals course - shows failure 



rates for ethnic minority stu- 
dents of 29.9 per cent in 1992- 
93, 20.4 in 1993, 25.4 in 1994-95 
and 42.1 in 1995-96. almost 
double the previous year. 

While the failure rate for 
white candidates also almost 


doubled from 102 per cent in 

1994- 95 to 18.9 per cent in 

1995- 96. Peter Herbert, the so- 
dety’s chairman, said: “This 
has a far more dramatic effect 
on black students because we 
haven't got the numbers there. 


and the failure rate is still dou- 
ble for black people.” 

Following the damning 1994 
Barrow report into rarisn at the 
school, which found that ethnic 
minority students felt “isolated, 
inadequate and socially and fi- 


nancially handicapped", the 
former governing body,, the 
Council for Legal Education, 
promised to make an extra 
£500,000 available, improve 
tutor-student ratios and provide 
extra teaching space. It remains 


FREE WITH A HOMEBASE 

KITCHEN, A TRIP 
TO PARIS IN THE SPRING. 



This offer applies to all our fully fitted kitchens when you 
spend £2000 or more. The price for a kitchen includes planning, 
delivery and professional installation of all units and appliances 
in your home? 

And a bonus of two free return air flights. Just think of it. You 
could be strolling down the Champs-Elysees this Spring. 

Of course, if you spend more you can travel even further. 
A spend of £3000 plus gets you two free flights to Geneva. 



£4000 or over and you could both visit Venice. Barcelona or 
Prague. Because you get AIR MILES* awards you can choose 
where and when you want to go. 

For your free kitchen brochure and details of your nearest 
showroom Freephone 0800 300 321 . 

So for the dream kitchen you've always promised yourself, 
make sure Homebase is ft II m 
your first destination. " 
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Colour Bar? Uttfe bas 
improved since the 
Barrow report, with 
the ranks of judges 
and barristers 
rem a ini ng largely 
white, with few 
exceptions such as 
Patricia Scotiand 
(top), bams*er and ' 
member of the - 
Millennium .. 
Commission, and 
Lord Taylor 
Main photograph: . 
Kevin iamarque . 


to be seen whether the opening 
up of the course to other uni- 
versities and law schools in Sep- 
tember w£U make a difference. 

Mr Herbert claimed black 
students had been receiving 
less-favourable treatment in 


terms erf the provision of any ex- 
tra help that might be needed, 
contributing to foss-of morale. 
He said he suspected that ex- 
aminers expected answers that 
could favour cand id ates whose 
first language was English, while 


Hackstnderusowtinu^wbv 

fieve they we« identifi^e w 

markers despite an 

to suffer in oral rests, where 
marking was subjective. 

TheBar’s clearing house 
scheme for pupillages. which 
places almost 70 per cent of 
pupO barristers, showed a pat- 
tern of continuing racial d»- 
crhmaatioQ at the Bar, Mr 
Herbert said. 

~ Fbr 1995-96, there were L37E 
applications from wfntes, who 
secured a total of 839 offers, ac- 
cepting a total of 447. Asians 
maA» 143 applications, secured 
ST offers and accepted 35. For 
those of African or Caribbean 
origin, 97 applications pro- 
duced- 21 offers, of which fo 
were accepted, lire society has 
caDed on the Bar Council tc 
y qaicf- equality of treatment a 
priority for the coming year. 

The chairman of the councaT s 
race relations committee, Lin- 
coln Crawford,' who is black, 
said: “I am absolutely deter- 
r ffmnrJ togctto the heart erf ibis 

The Barrcrw mquiry found nc 
evidence of discrimirra 
tion, bill nothing has changed,” 


Gulf veterans 
harassed over 
health claims 


Ian Burnt 


Earl Howe, the Defence Min- 
ister. has been told that Gulf war 
veterans have been intimidated 
and followed home by plain- 
clothes investigators. 

The veterans, campaigning 
over Guff warspsdrome; bdieve 
they are being harassed as ‘‘sub- 
versives” by officials because of 
their attempts to find out what 
happened to them in the war. 

One erf those who has been 
targeted is Angus Parker, who 
served as a technician for a 
secret Golf unit working for 
scientists from Porton Down, 
the chemical defence estab- 
lishment 

Mr Parker, who is new show- 
ing the symptoms of Gulf war 
syndrome, tipped off the Com- 
mons Defence Select Commit- 
tee about the work of his unit 
Soon afterwards, he visited 
Loudon to be assessed by Army 
doctors. As he left the Henry 
VHI hotel, Bayswater, on the 
morning of 5 Februaiy., he was 
followed into a "nearby caf6 by 
a man in a suit 
The man, who knew Mr 
Parker was going for a medical, 
asked the veteran whether he 
intended to make any more in- 
formation public, and refused 
to identify himself. 

An argument ensued and 
the interrogator left Then 10 
days later, he reappeared, fol- 


lowing Mr Parker outside his 
home in N ewcastle-upon-iyne. 

Mr Parker, who suffers mom 
respiratory problems, unsuc- 
cessfully tried to chase the man, 
who had a military-style haircut 
and a southern accent. 

Eari Howe has agreed to 
meet Mr Parker at Westminster 
today, when the matter will be 
discussed along with other 
grievances regarding Gulf war 
syndrome. “We are seeking 
medical recognition of our con- 
dition and we are being tarred 
with the same brush as subver- 
•rives^" said Mr Parker. “We are 
fine upstanding members of 
society, willing to fight and die 
for our country, and look what 
is happening to us.' 1 

Dr David Clark, Labour’s de- 
fence spokesman, said: “I am 
alarmed that the Gulf vets are 
befog harassed in such a fright- 
ening manner. It appears that 
the Government are trying to 
hide something even now. In- 
stead of barassng these people, 
the Government ought to help 
them find out what’s wrong 
with them." 

Dr Clark has also been given 
details of the alleged harassment 
of a former Army private from 
North Wales. The man dairas 
that he was threatened by a 
group of men who would not 
identify themselves but knew of 
his campaign for compensation 
for sick Gulf troops. 


DAILY POEM 


Song 

By Christina Rossetti 

When l am dead, nty dearest, - 

Sing no sad songs forme; 

Plant thou no roses at my head, 

Nor shady cypress tree: 

Be the green grass above me 
With showers and dewdraps wet 
And if thou will, remember, 

And if thou wib, forget 

I shall not see the shadows, 

IshaB not feel the rain: 
f shall not hear the nightingale 
Sing on, as if in pain: 

And dreaming through the twilight 
That doth not rise nor set, 

Hapfy I may remember 
And hapfy may forget 

“Song" is one of five works by Christina Rossetti in Victorian 
Love Poems, edited by A Norman Jeffares (Kyle Cathie, £ 8 . 99 ) 
pis new anthology covers neglected writers as well as all the 
t amm y names, while its inclusive definition of “Victorian” verse 
in' 1 * ” “ - - 
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news 


Lucy Ward 

^ 1JCation CofresponttefTf- 


Fraod^ent claims for funding 
phantom students by un- 
pwpuious training companies 
have contributed to £ 18 nj of 
^spent government funds in 

2 L2J t ^? J . years ’ a P“Wk 

spendmg body revealed yes- 
terday. • • . 

The Public Accounts Com- 
mittee condemned as “de- 
plorable" evidence that money 
• for training schemes tobdpiob- 

people back to work had 
oeen irregulariy siphoned off by 
private training tons. 

Citing cases in which com- 
parnes claimed funding for non- 
existent students using forged 
■ qualification certificates, or for 
real students who had not vet 
qualified, the committee voiced 
.concern that the risk remained 
; of public money being wrong- 
ly paid ont despite attempts 
to clamp down. 

Although the Department 
■for Education and Employ- 
ment, which funds work train- 
ing, estimated it had reduced 


incorrect and uncertain pay- 
1994-95 to 


ments from £9.4m in H „ 

£8-6 na last year, the committee 
said the figure was still too 
high add called for action to cut 
it further. 

; It also urged the DF^JE to 
speed up its investigation of the 


75 cases of suspect edand al- 
leged false claims for training 
funding logged since 1995.: So 
far, only 41 have been invest!- 1 
gated, and just one of those 
referred to the police. 

. Government funding for 
work training programmes 
reaches' tr aining providers - 
which include private firm* — 
local authorities and voluntary 
bodies, via 76 training and en- 
terprise councils (load compa- 
nies which • contract' oat 
government training work). 

Tb claim funding, training 
providers have to give TECs 
records of trainees’ attendance 
and photocopiesof certificates 
proving they have gained Na- 
tional Vocational Qualifica- 
tions. However, TECs are 
allowed to claim money hade 
from the DFEE up to four 
months before they receive the 
providers’ -evidence, to help 
cash flow . ' ? 

The DFEE acknowledged 
the system .was at risk of abuse 
by providers, biit told the Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee that ex- 
perience had shown only 5 per 
cent of claims needed to bead- 
justed. In a system involving 
some 5;000 training providers in 
200,000 tmmong locations, it was 

“Hiffirttlf 


.. . In one case, the DFEE over* 
paid Cumbria TEC by £150,000 
after a training provider al- 
legedly claimed for trainees 
who had never been on a train- 
ing programme. In another ex- 
ample, County Durham TEC 
was overpaid £231,000 after 
another provider submitred al- 
legedly forged certificates. Two 
people face- trial later this year 
in connection with the case. 

Out. of about 130 awarding 
bodies offering National Voca- 
tional Qualifications, the awards 
talcen by trainees on government 
schemes, only one provided 
TECs with lists of people who 
had been awarded certificates, 
allowingthem to cross-check the 
name s The committee called on 
the DFEE to ensure all major 
awarding bodies did the same. 


Noteworthy: The saxophonist Holly Slater, 1996 Young Jazz Musician of the Year, playing at Ronnie Scott's yesterday 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


difficult toprevenf individuals 
led to tier 


who wished to perpetuate ir- 
regularities from doing so,” the 
department said. 



service 






Alan Murdoch 

Dublin - 


Irish blood transfusion author- 
ities could GFiznihai charges 
following tbercport ofa^ tribunal 
of impiny retuch found thai- 
they continued providing blood- 
plasma to pa&as- lodg -after 
they woe told it was contami- 
nated with the hepatitis C virus. 

Thsf results sent to jDiflifih in 
1991 by the Middlesex Hospi- 
tal in London, showed that 
blood products provided to pa-: 
dents by the the Irish Blood 
Transfusion Service Board 
(BTSB) were coutaminated- 
with hepatitis G • 

But the report, handed by the 
Iririi cabinet this week to the Di- 
rector of Public Prosecutions, 
found the BTSB’s response to 
the London findings “com- 
pletely inadequate and non- 
existent 7 . It was also-scathing 
about the BTSB> decision to 
not to retail contaminated 
products until Ffebrnary 1994. 

Recent figures show that 970 
mothers with with rhesus pos- 
itive babies receiving anti-D 
Wood plasma treatmentand 210 
haemophiliacs were infected - 
with hepatitis C from contain- . 



it, by Mr Justice 
'.placed most of 
v for the failures 


in 1976-77. and! between 1991 
and 1994 on senior BTSB staff, 


including the founding director. 
Dr James O’Riordan, now 83, 
senior biochemist Cedly Cun- 
nmgbam, and Dr Terry Walsh, 
a chief medical consultant with 
the BTSB who in l 976 was a ju- 
nior doanrm charge of demos. 
■ Strong criticisms were: also 
. taade'OT Eh- -James Knriuie, 
' vio in 1977fa3ed to seek an in- 
vestigation after being told by 
DubKn’s Mater Hospital of re- 
dactions among those who had 
received the anti-D product. 

In a damning passage Mr Jus- 
tice Finla y con demned what he 
called the BTSBs “total refusal 
to face the consequences of 
whathad been done” in 1976. 

• The inquiry followed the 
High Court action ofBrigidMc- 
Cole, who died last October 
days before her case was due to 
begin. She was determined to 
establish publldy how she and 
hundreds of others had been ith 
fected since the mid- Seventies. 
Shortly before her death last 
October she accepted a settle- 
ment of £175,000. 

Following claims of ministe- 
rial negligence, Brendan HowV- 
in, health minister from 1992 to 
1994; said yesterday that trying 
to blame the minister was “like 
trying to blame the fire brigade 
for the fire” But be said “the gov- 
ernment as a whole will have to 
take its share of the responsi- 

a^eqiecfod^^xceed £100m. 
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THURSDAY 13 MARCH 1997 - THE JNDEPENX^Ng 


international 

Hussein 
vents his 
anger at 
Israel 



State visit: Benjamin Netanyahu in Moscow yesterday. The Israeli Prime Minister said he was baffled by King Hussein's attacks Photograph: AP 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


The long paragraphs in the 
three-page letter from King 
Hussein of Jordan to Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, almost vibrate with 
rage as he lists his grievances- He 
says: “My distress is genuine and 
deep over the accumulating 
tragic actions which you have ini- 
tiated at the head of the gov- 
ernment of Israel, making peace 
- the worthiest objective of my 
life - appear more and more like 
a distant elusive mirage." 

In the course of the letter, 
sent on 9 March. King Hussein 
even wonders if Mr Netanyahu 
would have ordered Israeli war- 
planes to shoot him down last 
week if he had tried to pilot the 
plane hying Yasser .Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, from Am- 
man to Gaza. The Israelis had 
refused to allow the flight to en- 
ter Israeli airspace. King Hus- 
sein asks: “Would you have 
ordered my fellow pilots in the 
Israeli Air Force ... to prevent 


me forcibly from landing or 
worse?" 

Publication of the teat of the 
letter from the Arab ruler pre- 
viously considered the most 
sympathetic to Mr Netanyahu 
comes as Israel faces increasing 
international isolation. The lat- 
est blow came when the US 
agreed to attend a meeting next 
Saturday in Gaza of European 
and Arab diplomats, summoned 
by Mr Arafat to discuss the im- 
pact of the Oslo accords on the 
Israeli decision to build a Jew- 
ish settlement at Har Homa, and 
make only a limited withdraw- 
al on the West Bank 

Showing a consideration for 
the Palestinian leader's feelings 
not often shown by US officials 
in the past, Nicholas Bums, the 
US State Department spokes- 
man, said: “Chairman Arafat 
obviously feels the need to talk 
to friendly countries around 
the world, and that's appropri- 
ate.” Edward Abington, the 
US Consul in East Jerusalem, 
will attend the Gaza meeting, 
which was condemned by Israel. 


Marlin Indyk, the American 
ambassador, denied yesterday 
there was any crisis in relations 
between the US and Israel. 

The anger of King Husse in is 
in sharp contrast to the warm- 
ing of relations between Israel 
and Jordan which culminated in 
the peace treaty between them 
signed in 1994. Even when Mr 
Netanyahu was elected last 
year. King Hussein appears to 


have thought that Jordan could 
act as a bridge between him and 
the Arab world. But when Mr 
Netanyahu refused his request 
“as a personal favour" to fly Mr 
Arafat back to Gaza, King Hus- 
sein slammed the phone down. 

The Israeli leader, who has 
been visiting Russia, says in re- 
sponse to King Hussein that he 
is “baffled by the personal attacks 
against me". He says: “Despite 


tremendous resistance from 
some of my own constituency, I 
have chosen the path of the 
Oslo process.” But the Jcmdanian 
monarch makes dear that he no 
longer accepts this. He says: “I 
frankly cannot accept your re- 
peated excuse of having to act the 
way you do under great duress 
and pressure." He accuses Mr 
Netanyahu of breaking a promise 
not to build more settlements. 


In January, King Hussein was 
considered to have played a crit- 
ical role in arranging an agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestinians ewer the partial Israeli 
withdrawal from Hebron. He 
now asks why Israel was deliber- 
ately hu milia ting its Palestinian 
partners and why the present 
phase of withdrawal from the 
West Bank was SO insi gnifican t. 

The peace treaty with Jordan 


was considered one of the main 
gains made by Israel as a result 
of the Oslo accords. He will vis- 
it President Bill Clinton in 
Washington this week and pre- 
sumably feels the US is itself an- 
gsy enough with Mr Netanyahu 
not to object the King's attack 
on him. He also calculates that 
his manifesto against the Israeli 
leader reflects the sentiments of 
the Arab world as a whole. 


US army 
mired 
in race 
scandal 

Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

The US Army's inquiry into 
ual harassmen t has been thrown 
into turmoil and racial contro- 
versy by claims from white fe- 
male recruits that they were 
pressured into making rape 
charges against their training of- 
ficers _ all of them black. 

ft has been four months since 

what appeared one of the 
gravest in army histo- 

ry erupted, with allegations of 
systematic sexual haras sm ent at 
the Aberdeen training base in 
Maryland. From army installa- 
tions in the US and around the 
world, thousands of women 
soldiers used a special hot line 
set up by the Pentagon to com- 
plain of molestation and per- 
secution by male colleagues. 

Now, however, it seems a 
good measure of the original 
case may be fiction. Five women 
from Aberdeen, where eight su- 
pervisors have been charged 
with sex crimes, say that despite 
intense pressure from investi- 
gators, they would not make ac- 
cusations of rape. Whatever 
took place, therefore, was con- 
sensual — “fraternisation" in 
army parlance. 

But such relations between a 
soldier and a superior are for- 
bidden, and, as Kathryn Leav- 
ing, one of the women, told a 
press conference, “They told me 
that under army rules it was con- 
sidered rape. They pushed me 
and pushed me and tried to 
make me say rape, but I 
wouldn't do it because it wasn't 
the truth." 

As a result, the army now has 
two controversies on its bands: 
one of sexual harassment and 
the other race. 

The press conference was or- 
ganised by the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Coloured People, and Kweise 
Mfume, the chairman, is de- 
manding an independent in- 
vestigation of how the army 
conducted the inquiry. 

The Pentagon dismisses any 
suggestion of racial motivation, 
while its investigators deny they 
ever dangled incentives before 
the women to secure their co- 
operation. But in terms of mud- 
dying the investigation and 
embarrassing the army hierar- 
chy, the damage has been done. 


Accident sends Japan’s nuclear future up in smoke 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 


In the middle of Angnst 1945, refugees 
from the atomic bombing of Hi- 
roshima, who had lived through the 
fire storm and tbe collapsed buildings, 
began dying of a strange disease. 

Some were dead within weeks; many 
lingered on for years or even decades 
before succumbing. They were tbefirst 
mass victims of radiation sickness, 
and it was their plight which instilled 
in the Japanese a profound and en- 
during horror of radioactivity 

Compared to memories like these, 
the fire and explosion at the Tokai nu- 
clear reprocessing plant on Hies day 


were insignificant. Thirty-five work- 
ers at the facility, which packs liquid 
waste into barrels of asphalt, were ex- 
posed to “an extremely tiny amount" 
of radiation, less than one five-hun- 
dredth of tbe maximum annual ex- 
posure. There was no significant 
leakage outside the plant, and with- 
in 10 minutes radiation levels had re- 
turned to normaL 

But the psychological impact on a 
country increasingly intolerant of its 
government's big nudear ambitions 
will be serious. 

Since Hiroshima, a series of nu- 
clear accidents in Japan have only 
served to reinforce distrust of ra- 
dioactive technology. In 1954 a boat 


frill of Japanese fishermen was fatally 
contaminated in the Pacific after sail- 
ing through the fall-oat from an 
American nuclear test 

Nuclear phobia reached a peak af- 
ter the Chernobyl disaster in 1986, 
and when China and France re- 
sumed nudear testing two years ago 
there were demonstrations all over 
the country But this instinctive aver- 
sion is complicated by another deep- 
seated hang-up: Japan's dependence 
on outside sources of energy. 

With few natural resources of its 
own, Japan imports almost all its fuel 
oil, and successive governments have 
been painfully aware of their vul- 
nerability to wan global price rises. 


and the obstruction of shipping 
routes. At the time of tbe 1973 oil cri- 
sis, nearly 90 per cent of Japan's en- 
ergy supplies came from abroad. 
Since then, tbe government has made 
a concerted effort to become more 
self-sufficient. 

Nudear plants provide Japan with 
34 per cent of its electricity and the 
proportion is scheduled to rise to 42 
per cent by 2010, with an ambitions 
programme of reactor construction 
in quiet coastal areas. Objections 
from residents have traditionally 
had Httie effect on the derisions of bu- 
reaucrats in Tokyo bat in the past 18 
months a mixture of official incom- 
petence and vigorous local cam- 


paigning has galvanised opposition 
and set the programme hackly years. 

The trouble began in 1995, when 
the Monjn East-breeder reactor suf- 
fered a serious leakage of sodium 
coolant. The leak was not radioactive 
hot the Power Reactor and Nudear 
Fuel Development Corporation (Do- 
nen) dng itself into ever deeper trou- 
ble when it was shown to have 
suppressed or distorted the facts. 

Last August residents in the small 
town of Maki, on the Japan Sea, held 
Japan's first referendum on a plan 
to bnBd a reacton 60 per cent of them 
rejected it, and the project has been 
shelved. On Ibesday, while the fire 
was horning at Tbkai. Kyushu Elec- 


tric Power announced that they too 
were dropping a controversial plan 
to build another reactor after stren- 
uous local objections. 

Tbe Tbkai fire will give farther im- 
petus to grass-roots opposition. Al- 
ready yesterday oiriroimrental groops 
and politicians were pointing oat 
how little Donen seemed to have 
learned. 

How could a fire which was dis- 
covered at 10am be allowed to smoul- 
der for so long that it caused an 
explosion at 8pm? It was three hours 
before the authorities were told that 
radiation bad leaked — if evacuation 
had been necessary this delay could 
have been deadly 
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Emma Daly 

Kuwye, Albania 


a ,sccond day of talks 
on the make-up of a caretaker 
government continued in 
nrana yesterday, rebellious 
civilians m southern Albania 
moved to shore up the sub- 
siantial gains of the uprising, 

. Kor the first time since theciii- 

■ jBni W. the unrest 
reached the capital, with shots 
nred at assailants who broke 
mto Tirana's military academy 
The towns of Sarandi 
Gjirokaster, Tepelena, JBerat 
and Kucove announced the for- 
mation of a national salvation 
committee, and are demanding 
a seat at the talks in Tirana and 
a role in the new government. 

A separate committee for 
Vlora, cradle of the uprising, has 
been promised a place in the ad- 
rru lustration. The appointment 
of Bashidm Fmo. an exposition 
Socialist from Gjirokaster, as 
prime minister may be a sig- 
nificant step but has done noth- 
ing to satisfy the rebels' main 
demands: the resignation of 
President Sail Berisba and re- 
payment of money lost in cor- 
rupt investment schemes. 

‘ We are trying to co-ordinate 
all our activities and opera- 
tions on the political level,* said 
Abaz Gorani, deputy chairman 
of the Kucove committee, **We 
will also have a military side, to 
co-ordinate our actions if sol- 
diers or supporters of Berisha 
attack, We do respect B ashkim 
Fino," he continued, “but we 
are not happy with any of the 
political parties. We do not be- 
lieve in any of them." 

The issue at present for the . 
politicians negotiating in Tirana 
is which party is to control the 
powerful Interior Ministry and 
the Shik secret police. 

In “rebel” territory, imme- 
diate concerns are to restore or- 
der and strengthen defences. 
Gunmen along the main road 
south to Kucove - where locals 
seized 23 elderly MiGs-and the 
town of Be rat have built road- 
blocks in the past 24 hours, fn 
Be rat the new police chief, Dir 
Helmesi, asked citizens to sur- . 
render weapons looted from the 
military, hut few responded. 


Miltiadh Vevedca, a doctor at 
Berai hospital, said: “Only a few 
guns have been tamed in, most- 
l y fay people who.didn’t know 
how to use them and who there- 
fore damaged them,” He was 
hying to answer the question 
vexing diplomats and journal- 
ists: howto bridge the gap be- 
tween party members talbng in 
Tirana ana the armed citizens 
who proclaim disdain of all 
politicians. “The towns’ salva- 
tion committees will won cred- 
ibility for the way they restore 
order, by stopping thieves and 
the like,” Dr Vevecka said. 
“The new government will win 
credibility if the national sal- 
vation committee is part of iL” 

But security must first be as- 
sured at a domestic leveL In the 
village of Ardonice, between 
two govern men t-conrrolled 
towns, men raided a camp for 
weapons, with what seemed to 
be army collusion. 

Soldiers told us they would 
not fight if attacked; half an 
hour later, they were. They took 
cover in an olive grove, leaving 
the S hik and traffic police to 
mount a counter-attack. The 
two parties exchanged fire, 
though it was inaccurate, or 
aimed at the sky. Within 15 min- 
utes it seemed honour had 
been satisfied, and the police 
pulled back, apparently having 
driven off the interlopers. 

In Tirana, television cam- 
eraman filmed three men walk- 
ing from the military academy 
with rifles and ammunitio n. A 
few shots sent passers-by run- 
ning, but the relaxed bearing of 
the thieves, in arity policed un- 
der a state of emergency, led lo- 
cals to conclude they were 
Democratic Party activists. Mr 
Berisha will need their help if 
he is to survive the crisis. 

So far, none of his conces- 
sions has made much impres- 
sion m (he south. *Tnst, we want 
our money back." said Mr 
Gorani, asked what would end 
the revolt. “Second, we want 
Sali Berisha to resign and to be 
put on triaL Third, we want Al- 
banian state radio and television 
to start telling the truth. Four, 
we want the Shik to behave 
properly.” It is a list that may 
spell the end for Sali Berisha. 



Burning issue: Rebels in Pushnje yesterday, as talks on the composition of a new government entered their second day 

Macedonia seethes with ethnic tension 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


European Union governments are ex- 
pressing increasing concern at ethnic ten- 
sions in Macedonia which they say have 
brought the former Yugoslav republic 
to “boiling points The British, French 
and Greek ambassadors handed Branko 
Crvenkovski. the Macedonian Prime 
Minister, an EU statement last Tuesday 
that urged a peaceful end to a three- 
week-old confrontation between Slav 
Macedonian students and members of 
the country's ethnic Albanian minority. 

At the same time the Macedonian gov- 
ernment has asked the United Nations 
to suspend plans to scale down its 1.100- 


strong peace -keeping force in the coun- 
try. ostensibly because of the turmoil in 
neighbouring Albania. The UN force, 
which contains 500 Americans, has 
helped preserve Macedonia's precarious 
stability since 1993. but it was due to be 
reduced by 300 troops by the end of April. 

Both the Macedonian government's 
request and the EL) statement underline 
the continuing tensions in Macedonia, 
where most people are Slavic-speakers 
but ethnic Albanians make up 23 per 
cent of the 2 million population. The lat- 
est disturbances began on 17 February 
in the capital, Skopje, and quickly 
spread to Tetovo, an ethnic Albanian 
stronghold in western Macedonia. 

According to Emrie Sadikoska. an eth- 


nic Albanian student representative. 
Slav Macedonian university and high 
school students have chanted slogans 
such as “Gas chambers and death to the 
Albanians". Ethnic Albanians have re- 
sponded with chants such as “Macedo- 
nians out of Tetovo”. 

Tetovo is a highly sensitive city because 
it borders not only Albania' but the 
mainly Albanian-populated Serbian 
province of Kosovo, itself seething with 
ethnic rivalries. About SO per cent of 
Tetovo's 100,000 people are ethnic Al- 
banians. and their efforts to operate an 
Albanian-language university have 
angered the Macedonians. Some Mace- 
donians suspect the ethnic Albanians of 
harbouring ambitions of secession and 


unification with Albania and Kosovo. 
The Albanians of western Macedonia de- 
clared themselves autonomous in 1^92. 

Last autumn about 1.000 ethnic Al- 
banian schoolchildren were struck down 
by a mysterious illness that caused 
headaches and breathing problems. Some 
ethnic Albanians accused Slav Macedo- 
nians of poisoning Lhc children, but 
World Health Organisation experts said 
the outbreak had psychological causes. 

Underlining the West's tears tlwt un- 
rest in Macedonia could spark a wider 
Barkan conflict- the EU statement said: 
“A stable and prosperous country is not 
only in the interest of the population of 
Macedonia, but also essential for the sta- 
bility of the region as a whole.” 


Striking 
miners 
lift siege 
of Bonn 


Imre Karats 

Bonn 


Peace returned to the streets of 
Bonn yesterday as striking min- 
ers lifted their four-day siege 
and retreated 2U miles" to the 
north. It was. however, merely 
a tactical withdrawal they 
claimed, as they pitched their 
tents in a Cologne stadium. 

Hans Bcrgcrthe leader of the 
miners' union, vowed rhat 
-50JMO. maybe 100.000" people 
wnuld descend on the seat of 
government if todays talks failed 
to yield results. Mr Berger was 
to have seen Helmut Kohl on 
Tuesday, but the meeting was 
postponed by the Chancellor at 
short notice, as demonstrators 
camped outside his office. 

With great reluctance, the 
miners heeded their leader s ad- 
vice to leave Bonn, but not be- 
fore branding Mr Berger a 
“Judas”. Six thousand demon- 
strators from the Saarland had 
arrived on Tuesday night and 
early yesterday morning, re- 
placing the Ruhr contingency 
who decamped to Cologne. 

Mr Berger's agreement to 
keep the "miners away from 
Bonn appears to have extract- 
ed concessions from the gov- 
ernment. 

At today's meeting, Mr Kohl 
Is expected to propose a delay 
in the programme to cut back 
coal subsidies. Although the 
government still insists that an- 
nual support for the industry, 
which fast year amounted to 
lOhn German marks, should 
come down to DM5bn by 2005. 
the new plan foresees (he clo- 
sure of only one pit before 2000. 

The revised package is also 
expected to include a more 
generous budget for retraining 
and job creation. Nevertheless, 
the end result is likely to remain 
the same. By 2005. an estimat- 
ed 50,000 miners will have lost 
their jobs, leaving just 35.000 
places in the surviving pits. 


PNG’s private army spurs 
Australia into action 


Michael Ashworth - 

Fort Moresby 

Last month Alexander Downer, 
the Australian Foreign Minister, 
arrived in Papua New Guinea for 
an official visit. As members of 
the entourage stepped out of 
their Falcon jet into the hot, hu- 
mid night air at Port Moresby, 
they saw the dark outline of the 
largest ant-raft in the world, a 
Russian-made Antonov 124. Cu- 
riosity developed into confu- 
sion. swiftly followed by outrage. 

The presence of the Antonov 
meant that Sandline Interna- 
tional, the military, advisory 
company, and the company it 
subcontracts to. Executive Out- 
comes, bad akbamved inPNG. 
To Mr Downer’s horror “the 
world's largest private army” h^d . 
pitched up less than 1 00 miles 
from Australia - with equip- 
ment, personnel and an array of 
sophisticated weaponry. 

Its presence reflected a PNG 
vote of no confidence in Aus- 
tralia's ability to assist in 
resolving the moe-year seces- 
sionist conflict on the island of 
Bougainville by the Bougainville „ 
RevoJutionaiy Army (BRA) 
which has consistently outma- 
noeuvred government troops. 

This was all the more galling 
for Australia, since it has en- 
joyed a close relationship with . 
its former colonv. including a 
S] 2m (£7 jin ) defence contri- 
bution. military assistance and 
a S32flm aid budget. 

What Jed Sir Julius Chan, the 
Prime Minister of PNG. to pri- 
vatise the naming; of his armed 
forces was bis belief that his 


closest aDy and friend, Australia, 
was frustrating his government 's 
attempts to deal with the in- 
surrection. “We ... have re- 
quested the Australians support 
us in providing the necessary 
specialist training and equip- 
ment ...They have consistent- 
ly declined and therefore I had 
no choice but to go to the pri- 
vate sector.” Sir Julius told The 
Independent. 

Bus approach to the Boug- 
ainville problem in the early 



John Howard: PNG talks 


days of his administration was 
described by the Australians as 
“creative and courageous". 

In 2994 he convinced the 
Austr alians to fund a short-term 
peace-keeping force drawn 
from South Pacific countries. He 
also initiated the Arawa Peace 
Conference in October that 
■year, and in 1995 established the 
Bougainville Transitional Gov- 
ernment. But all negotiations 
'failed, due to a mixture of BRA 
intransigence and the ill-disci- 
pline of the PNG Defence 
Rjrce, which made a habit of 


commuting an atrocity just as a 
breakthrough was imminent. 

Sir Julius was well aware of 
the lack of control he had over 
his army. With no assistance 
forthcoming from the Aus- 
tralians. be looked elsewhere 
and found it at 535 Kings Road, 
London, the representative of- 
fices of Sandline International. 
Notwithstanding all the reports 
about “guns for hire", the main 
task for Sandline and Executive 
Outcomes will be to whip the 


4 We don’t like 
mercenaries ... 
any reasonable 
alternative to 
mercenaries is 
to be preferred? 


army into shape and to act as a 
“force multiplier" rather than as 
front-line troops. 

Other, non-military, initia- 
tives include buying back the 
Panguraa mine on Bougainville, 
which is at the heart of the cri- 
sis, and directing funds towards 
economic redevelopment pro- 
jects on the island. 

The Papuans charge that the 
Australian approach to the 
problem lacks coherence. Can- 
berra has been unequivocal in 
its robust condemnation of the 
BRA, and it endorsed and con- 
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tributed to the PNG Defence 
White Paper in July 1996 which 
recommended “improving and 
modernising of existing capa- 
bilities in the PNGDF". 

But Australia has repeatedly 
turned down requests for assis- 
tance In specialist training and 
procurement of sophisticated 
weaponry. Weapons and equip- 
ment were sold under the cav- 
eat that they were not to be 
armed and not to be used of- 
fensively in Bougainville. Aus- 
tralia also used its influence in 
the West to prevent other nations 
from supplying PNG with equip- 
ment. As well as being irritated 
by this paternal interference, 
the PNG government also felt 
that it smacked of hypocrisy. 

The reasons for Canberra's 
reticence were simple. Despite 
training provided by the Aus- 
tralians. the PNGDF was not in 
good order. Offences and hu- 
man rights violations commit- 
ted on Bougainville acted as the 
best recruitment advertisement 
and propaganda weapon for the 
BRA. The Australians, wary of 
public opinion and of being as- 
sociated with an army criti- 
cised by Amnesty International, 
sought' to distance itself. 

“What developed was a 
Catch 22 situation. The more 
the Australians distanced them- 
selves, the worse it became. The 
worse it became, the more the 
Australians distanced them- 
selves" says Sean Domey, a cor- 
respondent with ABC who has 
lived in PNG for 1 1 years. 

While the Australians ac- 
cuse Sir Julius of employing 
mercenaries and of applying “a 
military solution" to a situation 
that will only backfire. Sir Julius 
continually reiterates his posi- 
tion that, whilst the national 
army remains a laughing stock 
there is little incentive for the 
rebels to enter into reasonable 
negotiation. He charges that 
Australia’s "fence-sitting" has 
hamstrung the Defence Force 
and allowed a minority of ex- 
tremists with no international 
justification to gain control of 
an area and impose their will cm 
a terrorised people. 

There are signs, however, 
that after the initial violent war 
of words over the affair, Aus- 
tralia and Papua New Guinea 
are coming closer. John Howard, 
lhe Australian Prime Minister, 
and Sir Julius held talks on 
Sunday in Sydney. Following 
the meeting, there were indica- 
tions that Australia might in- 
crease its training of PNG 
soldiers. Mr Howard said: “We 
don’t like mercenaries. We think 
any reasonable alternative to 
mercenaries is to be preferred." 
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Stolen 
kangaroos 
hop back 
to circus 


Sato’s plans to expand into can- ' 
tfai Europe have raised the 
nackles of Ru ssia, and brought 
qibcism from foreign policy gu- 
lys across Europe and Ameri- 
cf. But the man who kid the 
foundations for Britain’s Cold 
Viar policy towards Russia 
thinks that enlargement is right, 
’"‘tether or not Moscow agrees, 
frank Roberts - now Sir 
, and 89 — left London in 
n 1944 to take up his post 
t minister in the British en>- 
opposite the Kremlin, 
s at the Yalta conference 
en Churchill, Roosevelt 
andjStalin at the beginning of 
Feb uaiy 194S, and arrived in 
Mo row in mid-March. 

T ere he struck up a close 
frier Jship with George Kerman, 
his ipposite number from the 
Unifed States, and the intel- 
lectual grandfather of US na- 
tional security doctrine. Mr 
Kern an recently said Nato en- 
largement would be the great- 




er Frank Roberts: Nato 
enlargement Is right 


6 Stalin was. the 
most villainous 
man alive, but 
very astute. Not 
avery dictatorial 
figure} 


est post-war error of US foreign 
Dolicy, but Sir Fr ank dis agrees. 

He believes Nato conJdprowie 

stability in eastern Europe, just 

IB it produced st abilily in Wfest- 

bm Europe 50 years ago. 

: He describes the early days 
|n Moscow with Mr Kerman: ; 
i We were doing the same jobs. 

I was number two to Archie 
Hark Kerr [British Ainbas- 
ador] - he was number two to 
Kverell Hammaa .We got on 
Extremely well. Our policies 
towards the Soviet Union were 
iot veiy different." Indeed, he 
ays, “Someone might have 
qked why we had two em- 
tgssies. If we’d been in a meet- 
i*» with Stalin, we shared it with 
tfc Americans andyice versa. 
\t; were constantly in touch, 
sir Frank met Stalin many 
s. “He was the most vil- 
)us man alive but a very as- 
one. He murdered even 
i people than Hitler • 


In the second part 
of our series, 
Christopher 
Bellamy meets a 
former key player 
in Moscow 

Did Sir Rrank know that at 
the time? “Of course ... But he 
wasn’t a very dictatorial figure. 
Not like Hitler or Mussolini ... 
He was very softly spoken. So 
when Churchill and Roosevelt 
met him they were veiy pleas- 
antly surprised.” 

Sn - Frank wrote three masterly 
letters to Ernest Bevin, then for- 
eign secretary, setting out the 
prospects for co-operation with 
Russia, Russian arms and atti- 
tudes. “George Kerman sent a 
big thmk-pieoe to Washington on 
the prospects of continuing what 
we still called the 'Roosevelt pol- 
icy* of getting on with the Rus- 
sians. The Foreign Office then 
asked me to do a similar exer- 
cise from the British point of 
view - there being a slight dif- 
ference between the British and 
American positions." 

And what was that differ- 
ence? “We had an empire. We 
were an imperial power. So we 
were more vulnerable to what 
Khrushchev later, called “na- 
tional liberation movements". 
The Cold War as such really 
came, after the Berlin blockade. 
Before that we were just fore- 
casting, as it were.” 

-“The message really was we 
[Britain and the US] must be 
more realistic - if we are we can 
get on with them.” 

Did policy towards Russia 
move in a different direction 
from that* advocated by the 
- diplomats in Moscow, I asked. 

. “It certainly dfd for Kerman 
in the US. The Roosevelt idea 
was, we must somehow get on. 
.We, of course, had a very real- 
istic foreign secretary in Ernie 
Bevin ... Of course, 1 was 
preaching to a sfightly convert- 
ed audience in the shape of 
Ernie Bevin - a great trade 
union leader ... Kennan's efforts 
were less successful in the US.” 

Sir Frank said that Truman 
“became a complete convert” to 
the “realistic" approach, but 
over time the Americans 
changed. “Containment be- 
came hostility. That was never 
"his [Kennan's] intention.” 

Our conversation shifted to 
the present. Did Sr Frank think 
Western policy towards Russia 
was the right one? 

“I think we have to always re- 
member, whatever it is, the ge- 
■ ographically diminished Russia 
is still a potential great power and 
in some respects an actual one. 
The danger with Russia is that 
people either exaggerate its 
strengths or exaggerate its weak- 
nesses. I think we are right to en- 
. courage as far as an outside 


country can the the development 
of democratic institutions m 
Russia ... And make it dear that 
we want a different but not un- 
friendly relationship with Russia.” 

But on Nato. be is unequiv- 
ocal. “Russia can’t be a mem- 
ber of Nato. It’s too big. The 

Russian thing will have to be de- 
veloped on its own - as one 
great power with a special re- 
lationship with Nato.” 

So is Nato right to enlarge? 

“The Russians win never like 
a country like Poland going into 
Nato. I think it will result in 
greater stability in eastern Eu- 
rope - but I couldn't expect to 
convince the Russians of that eas- 
ily. I believe Nato has shown ex- 
traordinary resilience in 
modifying its position. It has to 
remain an effective military force 
but at the same time it has to take 
this great opportunity to provide 
stability in Eastern Europe, just 
as it produced stability in West- 
ern Europe 50 years ago." 


World ^anTFromleft, Churchill, RoSeveftandStelin alt the Yattaconference in the Crimea in February 1945 


Warsaw (Reuters) — Two box- 
ing kangaroos which vanished 
from a travelling circus in the 
central Poland town of Nowy 
Dwor have been found and re- 
turned in good shape, police 
said yesterday. 

Witold Gicrall. a police 
Spokesman, said that the kan- 
garoos were found late on Tues- 
day, the same day they went 
missing. 

Stanislaw Zalewsld. the cir- 
cus director, suspected that the 

kangaroos had been deliberately 
released from their cage. 

“Undoubtedly they were 
stolen ... 1 don't think it could 
be any of the [circus] employ- 
ees. It’was a hooligan or some- 
one with • a peculiar sense of 
humour," he said. 

While the male kangaroos 
Gin and Tonic wen; at large, po- 
lice warned the public not to 
approach them because they 
were experts with their fists. 

In fact, both came quietly 
when caught and their Russian 
trainer, identified only as Lena, 
denied they were vicious. 
■'They're as gentle as children, 
as rabbits." she told Rzccz- 
p, >spoliia daily. 




fraud 


r is losing billions of 
[ in customs and tax rev- 
ntemational criminals 

ucueuii iom abolition of bonter 
control and lax revenue pouc- 
j European Parliament 
l yesterday, 
e’s spreading grey 

is feeding anew cnni- 

inal imdrworld. cre3tsig a dan- 
gerous lolt ure of dependency 
and defrivine the union ot 

much-nidedrev-ciiue.Thein- 

quiryina ibe failure o f the b u 
transit spem and tranatwaud;- 
chaired *7 John Tomli nson ? a 
Labour SEP. will undermine 

in the creation of a 

border-fife Europe. - 

jbased in East Eu- 
rope are exploiting to pouang 
of custtmaand tax systems be- 
cansfT member-states have 
failed tocowpe.Tsattf forabon- 
lion of border controls byup- 
dating oini-fighting 

ssasasss 

der control. tA^er-states 
continue to act a* 
entitks,i»ovklin^ free-fbr-aH 
for the criminate-! - 

The- report q lhfara com- 

mOTcustoms 

and.a centralised 9*^®* 

tel&ence office to fght toud, 

arrf^nputcrisatiCHiof the en- 
tire trarsit sysietu- ■. . 


■ Cigarettes are tbebiggest 
Jhusiness for customs fraud- 
sters. the report says. “A con- 
tainer-load of cigarettes carries 
a potential fiscal value of about 
lm ecu [£700,000]. Almost all 
qfrtiis is potential profit for the 
smuggler." The report focuses 
on the “community transit sys- 
tem”, by whkh goods from out- 
side the EU move through 
member-states. 

Tl» lax system setups such 

goods involves 18 million op- 
erations a year, afl by paper and 
open to fraudsters. Goods such 
as cigarettes or alcohol are 
simply unloaded clandestinely 
en route andpheed chi the black 

. xnarkeL . ~ 

Nobody knows the extent oi 
the fraud, says the report- Es- 
timates vary by billions from 
country to country. The fraud 
poses a big threat to the liveli- 
hoods of those working for 
companies operating m the fe- 
mmnate economy”, putting jobs 
at risk, says the report- • 

“More insidious is the malign 
• influence of the ‘grey’ economy- 
which is fed by transit fraudmd 
customs fraud in general. This 

parallel economy thnves at the 

expense of the legitimate econ- 
omy, leading to unemployment 
and slower growth- Tbe™quny 
team heard of evidence of a hnk 
between the sluggishness of 
the “official economy and ex- 
pansion of the “grey” economy; 
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Calling all savers with the Woolwich and 
Halifax. Congratulations. The qualification period 
for conversion bonuses is over. As of now, as long as 
you retain a minimum operating balance in your 
account, there is nothing more that you can do ro 
affect the size of your payout. 

So, with the bulk of your money free 
again, why not make ir work harder for 
you, by taking advantage of the great savings 


rates offered by Nationwide. 

For example, takeTE5SA (Follow-on) accounts. 
An investment of £6,000 for 12 months from 26th 
February 1997 would give you £542 interest with 
the Halifax or £315 interest with the Woolwich. 



However, Nationwide's TESSA 2 would earn you 
£390. Because were committed ro remaining a 
building society', ir means we can plough more ot 
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on your savings. Now is the perfect time to 
take the Nationwide Savings Challenge and 
see if vou can do better. Call us now or simply 
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Britain’s defences down 
against cyber-warriors 


Silicon armageddon: A scene from the Hollywood movie War Games, starring Matthew Broderick, in which 
computers hold the key to global annihilation PtKrtograph: The Ronald Grant Archive 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent • 

Britain has left itself open loan 
electronic attack on the com- 
puter systems whicih now con- 
trol every aspect of oar lives, a 
written answer to ther House of 
. Lords revealed on Monday. 

In contrast, the United States 
has recognised the problem of 
■^Information warfare” (IW). A 
report m the US government ob- 
tained by The Independent has 
r ec om mended the creation of a 
national “focal point” to coor- 
dinate information-warfare de- 
fence, which it estimates will cost 
$3.1bn(£1.9bri) over the next 
five years. 

Lord Kennet asked the 
British Government whether 
it disagreed with the conclusions 
of die US report. Earl Howe 
replied thai the Ministry of 
Defence and the Department of 
Trade and Industry were each 
looking at the problem, bat 
indicated 'there was no 


co-ordination between them. 

- “Within the Ministry of De- 
fence, systems are designed 
with features to reduce die pos- 
sibility of a successful attack, be 
said. “It would not be appro- 
priate to comment on the details 
of these security features, nor on 
die resources expended in de- 
veloping such designs”. 

However, the US report 
recognises that it is not just mil- 
itary computer systems, but the 
entire information structure of 
the state which could be at- 
tacked. It says the US could face 
actional security disaster” be- 
cause it is too dependent on 
computers which are increas- 
ingly vulnerable to a paralysing 
information warfare attack. 

In an internal letter dated 21 
November, the chair man of the 
Defense Science Board Thsk 
Force on Information Wufare, . 
Duane P Andrews, said there is 
a need for “extraordinary ac- 
tion 7 ' to reduce the Defense De- 
partment's vulnerability to 
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information attack w hich co uld 

paralyse ot confuse its computer 

systems; for a new focal point 
for all information warfare ae-. 
tivity; and that the Pentagon had 
ignored two previous studies 
which had made si mi lar 
recommendations. 

The report, entitled “Infor- 
mation %rfare - Defense" says: 
“there is a need for earaordinaiy 


6 A study found 
that US Central 
Command could 
be paralysed by 
an info rmation 
warfare attack 
on one building? 


action to deal with the present 
and emerging challenges of de- 
fending against posable infor- 
mation-warfare attacks on 
facilities, information systems, 
and networks of the United 
States which would seriously af- 
fect the ability of the Department 
of Defense to cany oat its as- 
signed missi ons and functions. 

The report highlights more 
than SO measures needed “to 
better prepare the Department 
for this new form of warfare”. 
This, it says, would begin with 
“identification of an accountable 

meat fbraUIW activjties”[and 
end. with “the allocation or re- 
allocation of a p p roximately $3 
billion over the next five years”. 

For some years, strategists 
have recognised that modem, 
infonnation-based societies are 
becoming ewer more depen- 
dent on computers which now 
coatralaH aspects offinance and 
the economy, ak transport sys- 
tems, telecommunications, the 
media and broadcasting, and 
power supplies, to name the 
most obvious. 

Another US study recently 


pointed out that Savanxah, 
Georgia, the port throigh 
which the US Central Com- 
mand would deploy to a var 
rone elsewhere in the world, 
could be paralysed by an infor- 
mation warfare attack on pa 
one HnMmg , which contains he 
computers controlling the traf- 
fic system, communications sad 
electric power system. 

The report points out that all 

current US mflitaiy doctrmeas- 

oirrHN information supenonty. 

“The reality is that the uil- 
nernbflity of the Departmert of 
Defense - and of the nation - 
to offensive information warfare 
attack is largely a self-created 
problem. 

“Program by program, eco- 
nomic sector by economc sec- 
tor, we have based critical 
functions on inadequately-pro- 
tected telecomputing services. 
In aggregate, we have aeated 
a target-rich enviromneit and 
the US industry has sold glob- 
ally much of the generic tech- 
nology dial can be used to 
strike these targets.” 

Although war has dways . 
been based on deception^* Sun 

Tzu wrote in the 4th century 
BC, modem dependence on 
computers multiplies be op- 
portunity to mislead and to de- 
ceive, as well as to merely 
frustrate decsion makers. ! 

The report uses graphics to 
explain how information war- 
fare is fundamentally different 
from traditional warfare.Tle 
technology is simple, adver- 
saries can remain anonymois, 
the law is uncertain and it is alia 
uncertain whether an informa- 
tion attack is an act of crime #r 
of war. It is estimated that m 
opponent might use tactical h- 
fb rotation warfare against US 
forces in the field by 2005. , 

The Russians have devoted 
great attention to informatidi 
warfare - especially attack wijh 
and defence against computer 
viruses - since about 1991. • 

Hie present Defence Mins- 
ter, Igor Rodionov, had e- 
spo risibility for an informotbn 
warfare research cell when he 
commanded the General Saff 
Academy. 


significant shorts 


Russian reshuffle brings 
in liberal reformers 

The Russian Prime Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, said 
he was forming a new government of liberal reformers in 
a reshuffle the Communist opposition branded “ruinous** 
for Russia. 

President Boris Yeltsin has given Mr Chernomyrdin one 
week to reorganise his cabinet. “Professional market 
economists, firm supporters of the President's course of 
reforms, will come mto the government," the Itar-lhss 
news agency quoted the Prime Minister as saying. 

The lower house of parliament, dominated by Mr 
Yeltsin’s com m u n ist opponents, demanded a reversal of 
the changes. “They are an eloquent testimony to lie 
readiness of the leadership to subject Russia and her vital 
interests to the diktat of the International Monetary Fund 
[IMF] and foreign capital" Reuters - Moscov 

Zaire targets US envoy 

Zaireanprotesters burned the American flag and 
: demandfealhe, expulsion of the US Ambassador, Daniel 
Simpson, and ‘his'staff, while the Zairean prime minister 
blamed eyajepas but France for ignoring what he called 
the tragedy in eastern Zaire. 

Chanting: “That’s enough, Clinton!” and “Americans, 
get out!” about 200 people demonstrated at the US 
embassy. Zairean soldiers moved in to break up the 
demonstration when the flag was burned. AP - Kinshasa 

New flights to China 

Air China is to open a new route linking Peking, Londm 
and Hong Kong to mark the British cofony’sretum to 
Chmese rule on 1 July, the China Daily said. AP - Feting 

$25,000 jeans come home 

Levi Strauss & Co has paid $25,000 (£15.500) for a pur of 
its vm rage jeans, according to the New York Times. 

The report said the pair was believed to be one of :he 
tvro oldest mepostence, which had spent time in an inactive 
coal mine in Colorado and in a vintage clothing stort in 
New York’s SoHo district. A leather patdumthe 
waistband said the jeans date from 1886 to 1902, wbm 
they would have sold for about $1-25. Reuters - New York 

Prostitute suesforsex fees 

A Stockholm man allegedly telephoned a prostitute 
arranged to meet her, specified what sexual services he 
wanted, and then didn't show up, newspapers repcrtetL 

Payment andsent hhra bHI 
for 1500 kronor (£125). When he didn't pay, she fled - 
smt. Gm court refused the case, but the woman aipealed 
to a higher court, which ordered that the lower aSthear 
the case next month. AP - Sbekbofm 

Special branch disbanded 

la ^ t sl ^rviving police special branch w® 
^™3<^f i0nS ° f “ a 

?*** P 01 ^ commfciowa- said 

t^ M o^re tro to the rank ofsu^emdent 

would be relocated and an mquiiy held intathesquacTs 

Rejwy-^ydn^ 

- drag 

An Indonesian teenager splashed out on /lavish 
w^dmg onty to find when he got home t^his bride 
was a he, n« a she.; . “ 

. £ Muslim deric formalised the weddiat Samarmrf, 
inEast Kalimantan province. ^ 

15-year-old £tfom, the Jakarta Past Saidas in feet a TO- 
.ransvesme d rag <,««„ *1, 

“-*■*= -Jakarta 
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J5saM swag 
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SSSSS^Sasg: 

iment m nursery provision is faifinT 
VoueheTS are, m principle, a wav of 

Stnrt™f'” Petiti ° n ' Corop^OD 
K, in principle, a necessary ingredient in 
pubbc service provision. TTiSfeto th” 
Thatchente enthusiasm for driving 
down the costs of ih<» e 


are a good idea on paper, but 


O 6 


"T: ,C ' UCD1 tor wmctj tony Blair rightfv 

credits her-the idea of tendering W- 

tracts for the provision of social, health 
and educational services has become 
commonplace. Provided contracts can 
be specified, monitored and re-ten- 
dered after a due period, they can be a 
way of securing public services at less 
cost than a producer-dominated old- 
st^e public authority. Neither local 
authorities nor health trusts should lack 
the weapon of contracting out Vbuch- 
ers are a way of getting consumers to 
challenge public providers. Rather than 


funnel support for a public service top 
down through a council’s budget, giving 
consumers a ticket allows them to 
choose and keep providers on their toes. 
Vouchers are an opportunity, but likely 
to work only where a range of providers 
(schools, universities) already exists. 

The problem with nursery vouchers 
was not the theory, it was the terrain. 
In parts of the country, schoolingeffec' 
lively begins at four-plus; elsewhere 
there is a rich mixture of pjay school, 
private nurseries, reception classes; in 
others provision is still sketchy. Mrs 
Thatcher herself, in an earlier incar- 
nation as a caring education minister 
anxious to dispel her milk-snatcher tag, 
had promised to expand nursery pro- 
vision. Since then, the Tbries have had 
a fit of family fright It is now veiy 
unclear whether as a party they actu- 
ally want- women to leave home to 
work; if they do, it is not dear whether 
they believe there ought to be a pub- 
lic responsibility to ensure children are 
given that peculiar mix of education, 
entertainment and care which charac- 
terises the best pre-school provision. 

Confusion notwithstanding, the 
Major government determined to go 
ahead with vouchers. But it made two 
critical errors. One, it assumed the 
prospect of getting money from parents 
would encourage voluntary sector and 
private companies to invest capital in 
buildings. It also made an error of 
judgement' in neglecting the conse- 
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quences for pre-schoolers of its own 
policy of encouraging local manage- 
ment of schools and parental choice of 
primary schools. Desirable primaries 
would inevitably seek to maximise 
their income and their enrolments by 
themselves expanding into pre-school 
provision, even if it meant (as it has) 
attaching hammocks to the rafters and 
tents in the playground to accommo- 
date the four-year-olds. 

Predictions aside, the Government 
was at first prepared to do something 
which British social policy has fatally 
lacked - local experimentation. The 
refusal of Labour-controlled councils 


to take part in this was deplorable, but 
inadvertently they ser up a fascinating 
case study; if vouchers were not going 
to work in the favourable Tory sur- 
roundings of Kensington and Wands- 
worth, they were nof going anywhere. 
Well, they haven’t worked. But, in 
spite of negative evidence, in spite of 
the fact that the experiments had not 
run their course, a dogmatic govern- 
ment ruled that vouchers were to be 
extended nationally. 

Now the Tories on the House of 
Commons Education Committee have 
let light dawn: vouchers may even be 
forcing private schools out of business. 


So far from increasing the number of 
places, the viability of some schools is 
beina threatened, and the total num- 
ber of available places may be drop- 
ping. In a world in which public policy 
was conducted with some semblance of 
rationality, the pilot schemes would 
have been carried to their conclusion, 
the evidence coolly evaluated and 
efforts made to repair the gaps. Instead, 
the evidence has been ignored. 

The failure of nursery vouchers docs 
not mean that “market principles can- 
not or should not be applied in the pub- 
lic sector. It does not stamp vouchers 
with the mark of Cain. It does, however, 
give two pointers which Stephen Dor- 
rell should pick up before he gives any 
further thought to his (suspiciously 
sketchy) plans for the future of social 
services. One is about basic supply. In 
ageing Britain, residential care for the 
elderly will need to grow - vouchers 
may be an ineffective*" way of securing 
adequate provision. There is a concep- 
tual confusion here. too. Mr Dorrell’s 
sensible insistence that most care is now 
and will continue to be provided by fam- 
ily and out of people’s own resources 
implies that public resources ought to 
be targeted on those who are in need. 
But the prospect of such support ought 
not to be a disincentive to personal sav- 
ings for old age. In such circumstances, 
vouchers do not seem to fit at all - 
vouchers are best conceived as a way of 
distributing funds universally. 


The other pointer is to the emerging 
role of u public sector which itself pro- 
vides fewer and fewer services directly. 
The gap in the nursery formula which 
is in danger of being repeated in the 
Government's thinking about social 
services is the importance of the tasks 
of inspection, monitoring and regula- 
tion. Deregulation is yesterday scry. In 
the new ‘mixed economy” of social pol- 
icy’ the role of the state as the enforcer 
and guarantor of standards needs, if 
anything, to grow. 

Alarm calls in 
the chamber 

I t’s time for the Speaker to arrive in 
the Nineties. She has ruled that MPs 
cannot use bleeper messages sent by 
researchers to facilitate clever questions 
during parliamentary debates. How 
absurd. If those peachy keen advisers 
had sent their remarks in on old-fash- 
ioned note-paper. Bern' Boothroyd 
would not have batted an eye-lid. 

She made one wise concession. MPs 
can receive messages on pagers in the 
chamber so long as they are switched 
to vibrate and not to bleep. So next time 
a snoring backbencher fizzes to life, we 
will know what is shuddering in his 
pocket. The Speaker is not the only one 
to need waking up now and again. 
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Cloning: the 
‘experts’ must 
learn to listen 

Sin I recently had the privilege of 
taking part in a television debate 
on doning which included, 
amongst others, Richard Dawkins 
(“Dolly and the cloth-heads”, 8 
March: letters, 1 3 March). 

I was invited because I have been 
working closely with the ethical 
aspects, as convenor of a working 
group of specialists in Edinburgh 
on the ethics of genetic 
engineering. Including Dolly’s 
“disccwerer”, Ian wnirraL 
Imagine mysmprise to read in 
Vic Jndependeniapiea; of 
invectivebyProfcssorDawkins, 
very obviously referring to onr TV 
debate. IBs thesis was that religious 
spokespeople should be excluded 
from having a public voice on 
matters where only experts belong. 
But who is the “expert” who alone 
is qualified to speak in the public 
arena? 

I was for some years a nudear 
inspector, assessing the risk that a 
Three Mile Island-type accident 
might happen at SizeweD. But the 
gulf between what we as “experts” 
calculated tiie risk to be and how 
the public perceived it was 
enormous. The industry found out 
the hard way that saying “I am the 
expert and I will tell how silly yon 
are” was a public-relations disaster, 
and yet here the Professor of the 
Public Understanding of Science is 
doing just that. 

First listen to your public 
Science has no future if it does not, 
because the public will rightly cease 
to own it. Wfe need more non- 
expert participation cm these 
issues, not less. 

Sadly, Professor Dawkins got his 
facts wrong. The point at issue was 
never whether clones would lade 
individuality, but that in ethics 
there is a world of difference 
between a deliberate act of doning 
an existing human being and the 
unpredictable occurrence of twins. 

Three of us made this point to 
him, but he evidently missed iL But 
then he is an expert in neither 
religion nor ethics, and it was a 
BBC Religious Affairs programme 
about ethics. One might well ask 
with equal weight what he was 
doing there. 

Dr DONALD M BRUCE 

Dim: tor of the Society, Religion and 

Technology Project 

Church of Scotland 

Edinburgh 

Sir; I know exactly what Professor 
Dawkins is complaining about in 
his article, for I have no doubt 
which radio discussion programme 
provoked it just two days before his 
article appeared. 

In a three-sided BBC World 
Service discussion between myself, 
the professor and s distinguished 
rabbi the latter slightly overstated 
his case about individuality being 
compromised by genetic identify 
between clones. Professor Dawkins 
was on to him tike a shot, using the 
example of identical twins to show 
that done* already occurred 
naturally, and with consummate 
cross-examining skfll drwe him 
further out on to the limb which he 
had tentative!' ventured on to. j 
Cteariv the rabbi did understand 
the science correctly, and could 
have made the perfectly sound 

^^a b L“^ h “ Whae 

identical twins did indeed occur in 
nature, il would be ethically 
questionable to create them 
deliberately. „ , 

Fbr the record, pn ?^ ss ^ r . f 
Dawkins did agree win me that it 
(here « re going io be laws on 





human doning there had to be 
some public debate about what 
those laws should contain, and in a 
democratic society it was absurd to 
suggest that religious people 
should not be allowed to take part 
in such debates (or not take part as 
vigorously as they could in order to 
win the argument). 

Thus was he forced to retract his 
earlier allegation that religious 
people were trying to “tell the rest 
of us how to behave”. I suppose I 
could have written a supercilious 
article for you about how scientists 
like him do not understand the 
democratic process, citing 
something I bad heard one of them 
say recently in a radio studio. 
CLIFFORD LONGLEY 


Kent 

Sin I believe Richard Dawkins has 
always supported the need to 
explore rationally the deep ethical 
concerns about the possible uses of 
scientific discoveries; there are 
plenty of philosophers of science 
and professors of medical ethics 
competent to do this. 

to ‘‘overstretched*’ and pooriy 
informed person - religious leader 
or otherwise -need write or 
broadcast their comments, 
whatever the blandishments of the 
media (letter. II March). Any such 
overstretched scientist asked to 
comment on “the implications of 
popper's objective knowledge”, or 
nytbing else, would reply: “Search 
me, mate - not my field. But 
contact X or Y, they’re bang op to 
meed on these issues.” 

ANN DUNCQMBE 
Menstric, Central Scotland 

Sir 1 always enjoy reading 
Professor Dawkins’s articles, 
njainlv to find the pH of his current 


invective -recently about Z1 on my 
Universal Indicator. 

Could I remind the learned 
Professor of the Public 
Understanding of Science what a 
much greater scientist wrote in 
1615: think that in discussions of 
physical problems we ought to 
begin not from the authority of 
scriptural passages, but from sense- 
experiences and necessary 
demonstrations: for the holy Bible 
and the phenomena of nature 
proceed alike from the divine 
Word, the former as the dictate of 
the Holy Ghost and the latter as the 
observant executrix of God’s 
commands.” 

Was Galileo such a cloth-head? 
Dr HW JONES 
Namwich, Cheshire 


Allow women in 
labour to choose 

Sir. In the emotionally charged 
debate about Caesarean sections. I 
am alarmed to see that Professor 
Horner states that the treatment of 
choice for breech presentation is 
Caesarean section (letter, 10 March). 

Routine Caesarean section for 
the term breech foetus is not 
justified by the available data. It is 
one of several treatment 
interventions available, the others 
including selected vaginal breech 
delivery or external cephalic 
version at term. 

The effectiveness of this latter 
procedure is demonstrated by clear 
evidence from controlled trials, and 
the Royal College of Obstetricians 


and Gynaecologists has suggested 
that units audit their success in 
achieving the standard that ‘all 
women at term with an 
uncomplicated pregnancy in 
breech presentation should he 
offered external cephalic version”. 

We have a duty to provide our 
patients with reliable accurate 
information about options 
available to them, so they can make 
a fully informed choice. 

MIKE DIVERS 
Consultant Obstetrician ami 
Gynaecologist 
Douglas, Isle of Man 

Sir. One would have more 
sympathy with the Court of Appeal 
in the Caesarean section case, and 
with the views of the learned 
chairman of the BMA’s medical 
ethics committee (letter. 10 
March), if English law embodied a 
presumption in favour of the 
unborn child. But the common law 
has never done so. and foetuses in 
the waste ba$s at hospitals and 
clinics graphically demonstrate that 
neither does statute. 

If the woman concerned had 
earlier wanted to terminate the 
pregnancy she could, with medical 
agreement, have done so. But as 
she preferred to leave Lhe viability 
of the foetus to nature l or, as some 
would say, to the will of God) she 
was prevented from so doing, by an 
unholy combination of judges and 
medics. Without a presumption of 
law in their favour, by what right do 
they impose their own judgements 
on the bodies of pregnant women? 
NICCOIDAN 
University of Huddersfield 


Sir: Robert Forman is right to 
suggest that women should be able 
to exercise their choice in 
pregnancy cane and support but 
wrong in his claim that it is not 
available via medical insurance 
(letter, 7 March). 

PPP Healthcare does make 
provision for normal pregnancy in 
some of its private health care 
plans. Depending on the product 
selected, a woman can claim for all 
eligible antenatal and postnatal 
consultations, ultrasound scans and 
any diagnostic tests the consultant 
requests after an initial qualift'ing 
period. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL 
Group Director of Public Rebdons 
PPP Healthcare Group 
London WCl 


Vary energy tax 

Sir In view of Michael Meacher’s 
evidently strong support for a 
sustainable energy policy (letter. 10 
March ). I hope he will vigorously 
oppose the Labour Party’s current 
policy of reducing value-added tax 
on energy. 

There is an evident need to 
increase the cost of energy to 
consumers, so as to encourage 
increasing efficiency of use. and 
reduce demand. At the same time, 
it is essential noi to increase the 
financial burden on those least able 
to pay. who are often stuck with 
poorly constructed, energy- 
inefficient housing. 

There appears to be a 
straightforward wav to achieve 
both aims. This is to set an initial 
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consumption amount per year 
which would be taxed at a low rale 
of VAT (say. zero), for each 
domestic customer account. .All 
energy consumed above this 
amount would be taxed at a higher 
rate (say. the standard rate of I IS 
percent). 

CH OSMAN 
Aberdeen 

Millennial myth 

Sir: M C Patrick (Letters, 7 March) 
slates that “under the Computer 
Millennium Problem up to 9t) per 
cent of computers will be unable to 
move ... to I January 2000, and will 
become useless”. 

This is an urban myth. Virtually 
all computer systems are perfectly 
capable of dealing with dates in the 
next century*, the problem is only 
with certain quite old ( mainly pre- 
Highties) software, most of which 
will be fixed well before 2000. 
Those making most noise are the 
contractors who are offering to fix 
these software problems, and 
certain elements of Lhc mass 
media. 

BEN HUTCHINGS 
Oxford 

Motorway speed 

Sir: Motorists’ failure to observe 
advisory speed limits is often 
blamed for motorway pile-ups in 
fog (“Il looks like the road to 
Basra". 1 1 March). Drivers would 
probably lake more notice of the 
signs if then: were not so often a 
failure to revise or cancel the 
advised limit as soon as driving 
conditions change. All too often 
the warning lights are found to be 
crvingwolL 
FRANCIS ROADS 
London E1S 


Moon 'fakers’ 
missed a trick 

Sir: If the pictures of the first lunar 
landing are indeed wholly or partly 
faked (Letters, 7 March), then one 
small question arises. How come 
no one bothered to fake any 
pictures of Neil .Armstrong? 

It has been a cause of irritation 
in the British Interplanetary 
Society and other like-minded 
bodies that no photographs exist of 
the first man on the Moon. He took 
plenty of shots of Buzz Aldrin. but 
by a strange oversight it appears 
that Aldrin never took any of him. 
Our only pictorial record of 
Armstrong on the lunar surface is a 
small and distorted reflection on 
the face-plate of Aldrin ’s helmet. 

It is the sort of thing that 
happens sometimes in reai-Jife 
situations: but don’t try to convince 
me that any fraudster could be that 
stupid. 

MICHAEL STONE 
Peterborough 

Sin Vour Science Editor. Charles 
Arthur, states ( ‘Comet sets blazing 
trail". 1 1 March) that the Moon is~ 
93 million miles from Earth. 
Presumably he means the Sun. 
which is indeed approximately 93 
million miles awav 1 the Moon Ls 
about a quarter of a million miles 
from us). 

Also. Mr Arthur states lhaL 
Comet Hale-Bopp is 400km wide: 
by all other accounts it is just 40km 
wide. 

What’s a decimal point between 
friends? Well, if Hale-Bopp was 
really 400km wide, and was not 
further away than the distance of 
the Moon. 1 for one would be 
digging a hole right now. 

BOB GRAINGER 
Comet Quest 
Bristol 


Liverpool needs 
to face reality 

Sin As long as journalists allow 
Liverpudlians to enjoy and 
promote their cosy self-image of 
brave loser and victim, nothing in 
this city will ever change, nor will 
anyone warn il to ( "Hidden virtues 
of loser-friendly Liverpool”. 11 
March). 

Yes. community is here, hut 
parochial and rigidly defined by 
class, religion and background, and 
heaven help anyone who is neither 
Catholic nor working class. 

Liverpudlians can choose to 
stay in their early- 20th-century 
persona or come into the nearly- 
21st century and face the harsh 
realities of modem life. They 
should not expect to do both, nor 

should (hey be encouraged in this 

bv outsiders. 

EVELYN ROSS 
Liverpool 


Pesky mink 

Sir. R Burfoot writes about the 
ethics of mink fanning (letter, lfl 
March ). Does he know of anyone 
who will actually “open the cage 
and see il bolt for the freedom of 
fresh air”? 

If he does, he is perhaps ethically 
obliged to point out to them that 
the mink is an enthusiastic 
carnivore. What il Ls bolting for is 
more likely to be a meal off our 
native small animals and birds, or 
their young, than fresh air. 

Whether or not it should be 
farmed for fur. the mink is not a 
nice animal ora friend to others. 
We do not want iL in our 
countryside. 

PHILIP O’PONOGHUE 
A'ch' Barnet, Hertfordshire 




Time to put 
your head 
on the block, 

Mr Hogg 


P eople these days 
don't have much 
sense of history, but 
it is surprising how 
many of them have 
at least heard of Crichel Down. 
Like SpcenhamlandorTolpud- 
dle. it is a place which has 
given its name to a moment in 
history. It is supposed to mark 
one of the few occasions when 
a government minister volun- 
teered to walk the plank in 
recognition that he is responsi- 
ble for the actions of his civil 
servants. Sir Thomas Dugdaic 
in 1934 resigned as Minister of 
Agricu Iture after a hue and cry 
about his ministry's underhand 
activity as it hung on to some 
Dorset farmland nationalised 
before the Second World War. 

Crichel Down vented peo- 
ple s anger that the Men from 
the Ministry still relished the 
power they wielded during 
wartime exigencies. Similarly, 
the meat hygiene issues vent 
contemporary feelings of 
unease about Animal Farm. 
Lurking behind that is the 
larger unease that the urge to 
innovate in agriculture is break- 
ing nature's wiser rule. 

Presumably, as John Major 
wrestles with ihc BSE and E 
coli b mu hah as, he must be 
wondering what precedent 
might direct him to do. Crichel 
Down should resonate as part 
of the weird blend of pragma- 
tism and principle that makes 
up the British constitution. 

For all we know. Douglas 
Hogg is itching to accept the 
blame for his ministry's actions 


It is part of a 
necessary 
constitutional 
fiction for the 
minister to 
take the blame 
-even when 
the fault lies in 
Whitehall, says 
Richard D 
North 

or lack of actions in the past. 
However, prime ministers gen- 
erally have more appetite for 
ministers hanging oq to office 
than for gallantly. 

William Plowden. a close 
observer of government, con- 
firms that even Sir Thomas 
Dugdale's famous resignation 
was not what it seemed: “The 
revisionist view of Dugdale is 
that he was much more 
involved in the decisions which 
were found to be untenable 
than had been supposed. It 
wasn’t a case of him just falling 
on his sword because of his offi- 
cials' actions." Ministers are 
most likely to go, as Sir Thomas 
did, when their own party 
decides they are an embarrass- 


ment. Festering a myth of dis- 
interested nobility then became 
convenient all round. The abid- 
ing but perverse impression 
was that one could despise the 
Men from the Ministry, but 
revere good old Tom. 

It does not do to be too cyn- 
ical Professor Peter Hennessy, 
Whitehall’s biographer, stresses 
that the “folkloric" view of 
another famous resignation is 
well-found. One of Dugdale’s 
junior minis ters was the young 
Peter (now Lord ) Carrington, 
who tendered his resignation 
along with his boss. The Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill, 
would not accept ft. In 1982, 
Lord Carrington again tendered 
his resignation. According to 
Hennessy: “He was the spe- 
cialist adviser on the Falklands, 
and he got it wrong. He was car- 
rying the can for his officials.” 

The principle of ministerial 
responsibility is crucial to the 
understanding that democratic 
control of some part of the 
executive really does work. We 
see where the real power lies. 
But it also marks a quid pro 
qua As servants of the Crown 
in Parliament, at the temporary 
behest of a particular minister, 
and in exchange for being 
ciphers, officials must be given 
a large degree of protection and 
anonymity’. The less ministers 
accept responsibility, the more 
the public will seek it among 
officials. If that leads to an 
understanding that officials 
have real power, it will open up 
the vast new difficulty of how to 
make them accountable for it. 
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Reading Hennessy, or the 
inspiration for his work, 
Anthony Saxnpsoa's Anatomy of 
Britain, one gathers that the 
more a minister knows about 
whal his dvil servants have been 
up to, or has directed it, ihe more 
their actions are his responsibil- 
ity. But the principle applies 
even when the minister knows 
nothing, or wasn’t even around. 

According to Plowden: “Suc- 
cessive ministers of agriculture 
seem to have presided over a 
shambles. Whoever happens 
to be sitting on the chair when 
the music stops ought to resign. 
So there is a case that Douglas 
Hogg ought to resign. He may 
say ‘it wasn't me’, but that’s not 
how the system works". It 
amounts to a regimen in which 
a ministry (in the sense of con- 
tinuous administration of the 
country by a particular prime 
minister or party) has collective 
responsibility. 

Much of this is a necessary 
fiction. Successive ministers in 
a department do not agree with 
each other’s policies any more 
than cabinet contemporaries 
agree about everything. Minis- 
ters do not actually control 
their departments, any more 
than they understand the spe- 
cialist or scientific advice on 
which they act. Their culpabil- 
ity for most of what they do is 
likely to be feeble. But their 


accountability is not Ministers 
have the trappings of power as 
an expression of their role in 
the democratic system (and 
Whether they otherwise deserve 
them or not), and sometimes 
they will have to resign to show 
that they remain sensitive to the 
honour of their position, 
whether they deserve to or not. 


M inisters will often be 
bounded by people 
who know little and 
care less about the real diffi- 
culties of government. Mach of 
the witch-hunt about the meat 
industry is misguided The pres- 
ence of BSE in cattle was some- 
thing no one predicted Once 
contamination bad happened 
the Government sought, pub- 
lished and mostly implemented 
good scientific advice on future 
regulation. It still looks likely 
that most people eating most 
beef have had no exposure to 
BSE and their exposure has 
lessened because of govern- 
ment intervention. 

But ft also looks at least pos- 
sible, and even likely, that some 
people have already died, and 
that perhaps many more peo- 
ple will die from eating beef, 
and that sloppy habits in 
slaughterhouses have risked 
Lhe continuance of the conta- 
mination. Mr Hogg's most 
recent troubles flow from what 


is perceived as, and may be, 
inadequate ministerial control 
of abattoirs. The evidence of 
dangerous infection m slaugh- 
terhouses, wtriefa links BSE and 
E coti, would perhaps warrant 
a resignation on its own. 

A contributory reason why 
Mr Hogg should go is that only 
by reasoning the public that 
ministerial responsibility is real 
can we avoid the formation of 
a new bureaucracy and thus a 
lessening of mknsterial respon- 
sibility. The opposition parties 
and the media are now baying 
for an independent agency to 
run food safety. Agencies are 
fine. They can advise ministers 
and administer ministerial 
authority, and if they are well 
led can punch beyond their 
weight. But in the degree to 
which they are independent 
they also risk being both weak 
and unaccountable. The fash- 
ion for them risks promising far 
more than they can deliver. 

Even so, Mr Major presum- 
ably found himself embarrassed 
on Tuesday when he - told the 
Commons, what is true, that a 
new food safety agency would 
make accountability more diffi- 
cult After all, we have sharp 
memories of Michael Howard's 
refusal to take responsibility for 
the prisons agency. True, suc- 
cessive home secretaries have 
refused to abandon office just 


Either way, we would soil need 
to protect officials from the 
wrath of the public. After all, 
we know they will go on mak- 
ing mistakes. 

Some of the difficulties the 
Ministry of Agriculture faced 
flow from a need to protect 
farmers. This is especially true 


when its work involves a farm 

product, such as beef, and where 

the European Union has so 
much power over our fortunes. 
But tms last works both ways: 
the EU also wanted to protect 


too long, because British beer 
and EU beef had become co- 
terminous. The EU had to jug- 
gle competing interests in health 
and economics, just as the UK 
government had to, 

T"Verbaps it would be attrao- 
I— 1 *tive to separate account- 
1 ability for food safety from 
that for formers’ well-being. But 
the merits of this approach can 
be overstated: collective respon- 
sibility binds all minis ters to a 

portly Successive minister^m 
charge of both agriculture and 
health have lined up to sing 
from the same song-sheet. 
Stephen Dorrefl, at Health, said 
beef was “safe by any normal 
use of the word . John Gum- 
mer, at Mali, publicly fed a 
beefburger to his daughter. 

Dorrdl and Gummer were, 
respectively, dangerously casu- 
ist and dangerously vulgar. 
What they said was more or less 
true (“by any normal use“), if 
said by an opinionated jour- 
nalist or someone in a pub. But 
government ministers should 
have snick with repeating what 
the scientists had said, which 
was. in effect: “We think beef 
is safe, but if we’re wrong it’s 
serious.” It turned out that at 
least some bits of beef were 
very dangerous indeed. 

Conservatives above all 
should abhor anything like nan- 
nying. Professor Hennessy 
stresses that the government 
mihimafists of the 19th century 
believed that the two core func- 
tions of the state were public 


because prisoners abscond from 
jail. The point, though, is that 
Mr Howard needed to be super- 
sensitive to the public's need to 
see accountability at work pre- 
cisely because “agenrification” 
risks diluting accountability. 

Where regulatory agencies 
work, ft is because, as in the 
National Rivers Authority, 
their leadership fosters an 
open, feisty culture in which 
officials are encouraged in the 
ancient dvil service role of 
“speaking truth to power". But 
we do not necessarily need new 
agencies to achieve this effect 
This Government has stressed 
that it understands that scien- 
tific and technical dvil servants 
must be free to speak their 
minds, and that their advice will 
increasingly be published. Tfech- 
nical advice is, after all, 
intended to be cool and unpo- 
litical; it deserves to be seen as 
quite distinct from the politi- 
caJJy-drivoi polity derived from 
it If that culture is seriously 
encouraged, then we might do 


health and security. The first of 
these preoccupations has back- 
fired: it has turned government 
into a reassurance industry. 

So Douglas Hogg ought to 
resign because be is in the 
wrong place at the wrong time; 
because he has dose responsi- 
bility for slaughterhouse prac- 
tices which have gone wrong; 
because by resigning he can 
demonstrate that his ministry 
wants to stay in the food safety 
business; and because if he 
stays there will be further pres- 
sure for new bureaucracies 
which may achieve nothing. 

But above an he ought to go 
because the Government has 
not sufficiently understood that 
while its main business is to ban- 
ish risk from our lives, it has an 
even greater responsibility not 
to mislead us about those risks 
it cannot banish. Ministers had 
the task of trying to keep meat 
dean. They made a poorish job 
of doing this. But their behav- 
iour becranes a resignatkHi mat- 
ter when we see that, when 
meat became more rather than 
less risky to eat, ministers from 
various departments went on 
stresangthatitwas safe, and did 
so in terms which suggested 
nothing had changed with the 
arrival of BSE. 

In tins, they have been wrong 
all along. Events have con- 
spired to throw their words 
and actions into high relief. 
There's a lot of noise about, but 
we can still detect that the 
music has stopped - and we all 
know who’s in the chair. 


Better intentions for some good inventions 


FuiMnnonMR 


I f you listen to a popular 
science programme such 
as Start the Week with 
Melyyn Bragg, you might get 
the impression Lhat the only 
scientific advances this 
century are in the field of 
genetics, ontology and 
anthropology, and that the 
only things worth talking 
about are how it all begin, 
where it's all going and whai 
kind of DNA Jonathan Miller 
has goL 

But scientific advance 
sometimes takes place on a 
much smaller scale than that, 
and is produced not by 
scientific genius but by 
accident. A lot of the 
breakthroughs that have 
benefited people most are 
□ever going to win a Nobel 
prize - indeed, some of the 
best advances were designed 
for something else entirely. 
When overhead telephone 
lines were invented, ft was 
little dreamt that they would 
make a wonderful gathering 
place for birds. When the first 
railway lines were built, it was 
little dreamt lhat they would 
be turned by the Tones into a 
nationwide network of 
overgrown paths. 

Today I am going to single 
out a few of the greatest 


advances made this century, 
none of which was dreamt of 
by its inventor. 

L Car wing mirrors 
These were originally 
designed so that the driver 
could see behind him on 
either side, and can still so be 
used, but their vital purpose 
turns out to be to stop cars 
driving too dose to each 
other. If you passed another 
car too dose m the old days, 
you would have hit him . 
Nowadays you just hit his 
wing mirror with your wing 
mirror, both swing back and 
then return to their positions 
and no harm is done. 
Bicyclists have joined this 
trend recently, sprouting wide 
wing mirrors to keep cars 
away, though sometimes 
sporting long flagpoles 
pointing sideways, which 
seem to have the same effect. 
2. Stationary computers 
The single greatest advance 
of the computer or word 
processor over the manual 
typewriter is not that ft is 
foster or electronic, but that ft 
has no outside moving parts. 
The great snag of a typewriter 
was that the carriage moved 
right across in every sentence 
and created the best possible 
way of knocking over a cup of 



Miles 

Kington 

coffee. Even if you put your 
cup of coffee in a place where 
the carnage couldn't possibly 
reach it, the typewriter would 
gradually move round on the 
desk by vibration and hunt 
the coffee so stealthily that 
you would not notice it 
happening. A word processor 
cannot do this. 

3. The cotton bud 
The cotton bud is the 
toothpick of the modem era. 
It can do everything a 
toothpick can do but is gentle 
where a toothpick is ha rsh. A 
cotton bud can dean inside 
tape recorders, wipe away 


wet glue, remove dust, pick 
up things, dry things, wet 
things, remove mascara - 
well, I don’t have to go 
through the list. We all have 
our favourite uses. 

4. The hexagonal pend] and 
pen 

In the old days, when a pencil 
or pen could no longer write, 
we would throw it away. Now 
we can keep it for winding 
cassettes. Yes, the only thing 
that fits neatly made the hole 
of a cassette and provides the 
leverage to tighten the tape in 
a cassette, or spool it on 
manually* or even break the 
tape if necessary, is a pend! 
or Bic ballpoint. Whoever 
thought of malting pencils the 
right size for this job (or 
perhaps of making cassettes 
the right size for pencils) was 
a genius. 

5. Plastic credit cards 

How we ever scraped frost off 
car windows before we bad 
credit cards I cannot imagine. 
Also pick Yale locks, etc etc. 

6. Dental floss 

The initial idea of dental floss 
was to clean between your 
teet h , but the survival guides 
say it is incredibly usemj for 
all sorts of other things such 
as acting as standby string, 
emergency thread for se wing, 


etc. (Why did nobody ever 
come forward with the idea 
that sewing thread, which is 
stronger, would make an 
ideal dental floss?) 

7. Tfoghnrt pots 

The arrival of the small 
plastic yoghurt pot 
revolutionised indoor 
gardening, as it meant that at 
last secretaries in offices had 
something to hand to plant 
small flowers in. (There were 
plenty of small flower pots 
around before that, but they 
were not to hand in offices.) 

8. Pasta ' 

Who would ever have 
i m a gine d that Italy’s favourite 
food would have become 
Britain’s favourite 
kindergarten art tool? All 
those different coknus and 
shapes - butterflies, pipes, 
wheels, tubes -are rather 
wasted on I talian rtishwe [t 
was almost as if they were 
wa itin g to come into theft- 
own by being stuck on big 
white bits of paper by little 
children in little British 
schools as components of 
their first ever art work. And 
the wonder of it is that ff a 
kindergarten is ever stranded 
tty floods for a few days, the 
art class can always cook and 
eat its own drawings. 
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the commentators 


No promises to 


0 


/ 1 


tbe NHS is 
four's Big Issue at 

election inns. Bat there 
k surprisingly little sign of it as 

yet Remember the R&r of Jen- 
nifers Ear over a Labour part? 
political broadcast last time* 
Remember how Robin Cook 

used to jump up and down like . . 

Rumpelstiliskin proclaiming 
that the Tbries were out to pri- 
vatise the NHS -which no one 

S uite believed? Well, where Is 
le noise how? Onfy an eerie 
silence. 


in later years they will have to 
be examined. I hope I will 
advance the best case for a 
growing budget for the NHS, as 
the most cost- and quality- 
effecrive health service in the 
world.” 

Now poor old Chris Smith 


Last week Jack O'Sullivan — Oily 
spelt out on these pages the Toynbee ’ 
scale of the crisis menu; the - 

nhs. it needs close tol per Commentator 

cent above inflation each year' «f 

to keep up with the ageing pop- Of the Year 

illation (40 per cent of NIB 

money is spent on the over-65s) 

added to unstoppable demands: or > ■ » 

for new drugs and treatments^ k5L6PllfiXl 

Under the Tbries, the NHS has . -rx „ _ 

survived adequately on 2.6 per L)(HTell 3I)U 

centertra a year. Occasionally . __ , 

it dipped down, but loud 

shriefe of pain ensured that the ' 

„ Smith both 

Government greased the o/3wit 4> 
wheels: when things got tight duIIIIL LXlc V 
the NHS got a bung. It hap- « n » t 

pened this year -the NHS was Will HOu DB 

due no real increase but Dor- ,, , 

rell stole an extra £400m from aJlOWed 10 
the capital account toput into 

the current account. (The cap- ' ctnp-nrj mkof 
ital account is oil by a third/a Wlldt 

serfous problem for next year.) tq 

Times are hard again with a ■' ^ ■UCCUCU 

familiar end-of-year squeeze- i 

surgery lists dosed, 50-hour OH HGHIIH 
waits on trolleys in A and ' 
accelerated hospital closures. • 

Thists are alro borrowing heav- 
ily from next year’s budget and delay ing pay- Smith is rig 
mg creditors, sanctioned centrally with glee at tem could t 
mounting debts for incoming Labour. (There the stuff of 
are signs of this kind of scorched earth policy Out tber 

in other departments as well.) ' says die NF 

But it is the pending plans for the next few in tbe real 
years that are truly alarming Next, year the .political issi 
.NHS is allotted onty a 0.9 per cent increase. • it best Hie 
In 1998-99, itihees a disastrous cut of -0.6 per fight valian 
cent, and tbe following year, a calanntons zero enanents w 


Stephen 


admit they 
will not be 
allowed to 
spend what 
is needed 
on health 


Brown if he went as far as even 
DorreU’s Minimalist nudge- 
nudge. If he said the money 
would be there, the hyena 
■I Mawfrinney would have him 

liy ‘ up ona billboard the next day. 

,L__ - No, Smith has to spell out 

I we exactly how Labour will save 

irrhatar money within the NHS bucket 

' Ull0r through deverwheezes in order 

5 Year 10 plug the horrendous spend- 

ing gap. Such as saving £1 00m 
on management, by enttin g to 
one-tenth the number of con- 

iVlPTl tracts exchanged. No doubt 

UJCJ-L money can be saved, maybe 

II QTl J £100m - but it’s chickenfeed. 

•11 cillu Chris Smith makes a con- 

vincing case for trw m agtng the 
nS NHS better - but where’s the 

1 money? “I will argue my case 

I hnm for a fair share at the cabinet 
table” he promBes. “Twill show 
■ i lni T that every pound is wisely spent. 

1 1* UfcJjr The NHS wfl] also get its share 

of money cascading in as the 
lUu Lie unemployed go bade to work, 
j , . • financed by the windfall tax. It 

eCl tO can be done.” 

, . There is not a shred of ide- 

Wllffl/ Olc^y in either man's Mew of 
the NHS; no flags to wave or 
zxrJprl . . battle cries. Both men are 

. u deeply absorbed by the NEB’ 

loltl ■ vering intellectual conundrums. 

ezlLdl Both quote new research on 

effectiveness - the treatments 
and drugs that really work- as 
the key to wiser spending. 
Smith is right in saying that the contracting sys- 
tem could be streamlined, but this is not really 
tbe stuff of election politics. 

Out there on the doorstep, every candidate 
says tbe NHS is the Big Issue. The irony is that 
in the real world, it is probably now tbe least 
political issue. All that matters is who will fond 
it best. The best guess is that both men would 
fight valiantly for mare money and both gov- 
ernments would strain every muscle to bong 


increase. Never, ever, m the patchy financial . in enough money to keep it creaking and 
histtnyof tbe NHS, have there been four years groaning along as it always has done. 
in a row lfetbese-Thefignres m'(^ Treasury's The figures are nonsense, and what they 
Red Book would meana mass flight ro private accuse one another of is half-hearted nonsense 
insu ra nce and the endof the NHStasanythfog ■" too. And everyone knows iL Tbe one unshake- 
but a safety net for the poor. The NHS for once able electoral fact is that the whole nation sup- 
is not wavmg shrouds but drowning. ports the NHS passionately and win not tol- 

Now that is the doomsday scenario and crate its demise. The party that seriously 
Labour's Iron shadow Chancellor has agned ■ damsgjes it will be a dead party -and tbe Tbries 
his name in blood to iL So both parties are have always known that, 
apparently committed, {on paper), to killing ’ What of the future? In power, Chris Smith 

off the NHS. Could the explain their eerie may have the hot breath of Rodney Bicker- 
silence? Neither can fight the other effectively staffe's low-paid Unison members upon his 
on this shifting quicksand. neck. In opposition, Darrell may be plagued 

Do we really befieve they will stick to those by some fruitcake ideologue such as Redwood 
figures? I went to see both Stephen Dorrell, for a leader foil of dever ideas for selling off 
the Health Secretary, -and Chris Smith, the NHS. Bach has his nightmare scenario. 
Labour’s shadow, to divine their true intent. Dorrell says perceptively that what he really 
Of course they both say the NHS is safest in feats is an NHS that stops changing- by which 
their hands - but the hands of both of them I take him to warn that Labour may amply 
are tied. It’s a no-win arm-wrestle- offer stasis; new health developments gallop 

Stephen Dorrell can get away with more apace and need constant revolution, challenge 
winks and nods on the spending front (nonbat and response. But Chris Smith is not short of 
he is a winkfog or nodding sort of man). What radical ideas: NHS staff can expect jolting new 
be in fact said was: “I'm not going to be drawn reforms from him, too. 
on what the Budget settlement may be for As for this election campaign, an honest and 

future years, beyond what's spelled out in the decent man like Chris Smith may choke on 
Red Book. But if the case does have to be made promises that Labour would save the NHS 
for substantial growth, then it will have to be while the wicked Tbries would privatise it 
justified on its merits.” In other words, he Every time he tries to make political capital out 
would fight for mare. of scandalous cuts and lengthening waiting lists 

He adds his campaign speech: “The differ- tbe other side will bellow back at him: “What 
ence between us and Labour is that we are would you do, then?” If Labour wants to play 
committing ourselves to real terms growth year the NHS card effectively then Gordon Brown 
(m year. We certainty aren't committing our- will have to come op with a better story for 
selves to large growth, but it does commit us Chris Smith to tell — and that means more 
not to cm.' 7 His features are deadpan, but neat money up front before the election. (It wfll cer- 
comes what passes for that wink and nod: tainty be there after it.) The NHS is a winner 
“Judge us by our track record. Over the last for Labour - but not without visible, credible 
IS years we have delivered real growth to tbe cash on the table to expose the Tbries’ killer 
Health Service^ If there are special pressures Red Book plans. 


F 010x13/8 foreign 
correspondent - that 
intrepid breed of 
reporter beloved of film 
directors from Hitchcock to 
Oliver Stone - the only place 
to be right now is Hong 
Kong, in the run-up to 
Independence Day on 1 July. 
Britain's a bout- to- be -former 
colony is currently pullulating 
with hacks of all shades and 
conditions, busily tacking 
between the New Territories, 
j the Governor’s residence and 
the Mandarin hotel, can- 
vassing street opinions, 
interviewing nervous Western 
bankers, trying to second- 
guess the mood of tbe 
Chinese authorities in the 
wake of Mr Deng’s demise ... 

Or then again, not. What 
most of them ore doing, it 
seems, is trying to break into 
the movies. 

Perhaps inflam ed by tbe 
sight of Jonathan Dimbleby 
prowling the streets with his 
camera team while filming 
The Lost Governor, his 
television documentary on 
Chris Patten, to be shown in 
the early autumn, the 
assembled hacks have been 
qneueing up to appear in 
Chinese Box, a feature film 
that uses the colonial 
handover as the vdriti 
background to a love story. 

It’s directed by the charm- 
ingly named Chinese auteur 
Wing Dam (who made 
Smoke, screenplay by Paul 
Auster) and stars our own 
Jeremy Irons as a television 
journalist who deserts his 
beloved for the far-from- 
mscrutable charms of Gong 
Li, dream boat star of Farewell 
My Concubine. The script, 
which started life as a Paul 
Theroux story but dropped 
his services somewhere along 
the line, calls for J Irons to 
roam tbe streets with a video 
camera, filming picturesque 
views of the skyscrapered 
anthill and talking to his 
fictional journo peers. A 
small army of hacks have, in 
consequence; been volunteer- 
ing themselves extras, and 
smartening up their act (new 
macintosh, new spiral note- 
pad, new packet of Players) in 
the hope of being immortal- 
ised on celluloid. 

Tb help the selection 
process. Irons was invited 
along to the Foreign 
Correspondents Club to meet 
some distinguished scribes. 

But sadly, according to my 
man in the Gunnery Bar, 
although Irons drank a lot of 
tequila, he was “not over- 
impressed with the quality of 
the people he met”. Blast ill 
Back to the word processor, 
chaps. 

A charming rider to this 
story is that the lovely Gong 
Li recently had to take a 
break in filming in order to 
attend a vote. As well as being 
one of China ’s lop actresses, 
it seems Ms Li is an 
important member of the 
Chinese people’s party, (he 
National People 's Congress, 
and had to hit the division 
lobby in Peking under the 
Chinese equivalent of a three- 
line whip. Somehow one 
cannot imagine this sort of 
double career happening to 
Gillian Shephard. 











On the po&ticai stage: Gong LJ (National Peopled 
Congress, China), Glenda Jackson (Labour) and 
Ronnie Carroll (“Home Ride for Hampstead") 


... although it would be 
second nature to Glenda 
Jackson. Ms Jackson. MP for 
Hampstead and Highgate. 
faces an awesome threat at the 
election. It comes from Mr 
Ronnie Carroll, the square- 
jawed Belfast crooner who in 
the late Fifties represented the 
nation in the Eurovision SoDg 
Contest with “Ring-a-Ding 
Girl” and “Say ‘Wonderful 
Things To Me” (he came 
fourth, alas, both times). Mr 
CarroU. a Hampstead dweller 
for 30 years, spends many 
happy horns at a High Street 
cafe called the Coffee Cup, 
which is faced with 
“redevelopment”. Instead of 
accepting that times change, 
buying a jar of Cap Go/ombfe 
and making his own coffee, 
the relaxed" ex-crooner has 
decided to man the barricades. 
He wfll stand for Parliament 
on a “Home Rule for Hamp- 
stead” ticket: once arrived at 


the Commons, his main, 
indeed sole policy undertaking 
wfll be to stop anyone getting 
their mitts on the NW3 
cappuccino machines. Tm 
prettier than Glenda Jackson," 
he says ungallantiy. “so I’ll 
probably do quite well”. 

Should the editors of Social 
Trends, tbe fascinating yearly 
investigation of the nation’s 
behavioural patterns, be 
interested in the state of 
middle-class enjoyments. I 
may be able to help. I took 
part the other night in a fund- 
raising auction ( indeed , I 
played auctioneer in frock 
coat and pcmcey waistcoat) at 
our local school in Dulwich, 
where the things under the 
hammer weren't objets d art 
but “Promises”. Eighty donors 
promised to do. or to arrange, 
certain things for which others 
(ie, the rest of the SO) would 
pay large sums of money. 


Small voices tell ghastly truths 


T he British don’t like 
children very much- And 
we particularly don’t like 
children in care. who, after long-, 
term abuse and neglect, tend to 
be awkward sod difficult. But 
they remain our responsibility 
whether they are sweet little 

Miss Pears types (sr not 
The Social Services White 
Paper published yesterday has 
been hailed as proposfogthe 
most ra dical sh afce-upra social 

servicesibr25years.ButinQDe 

respect it is several steps b^k 
when it comes to deal in g with 
children.. , 

It is nearly eight years since 
the Children Act of 2989, . 
brought in as a result of ine 
Cleveland inquiry, made clear 
that the interests of the child 
should be paramonnL Yester- 
rhftllenaes 



that, -reviving the idea that 
aduhs do know' best in ihe-eod, 
and a bit of hard disdpHne 
never brut anyone. Especially it 
they. are young tearaways to 
start offwith. _ . 

This pari of foe White Paper, 
said to Prewritten by Mr Dor- 
rell himself, emphasises the 
fear that over-enthusi astic 
soda! workers are feUfog vjeum 

to weedy political correctness. 


Glenda 

Cooper 

We have heard 
too much about 
< fhm control’ 
ofchildren. 
Does anybody 
remember 
pindown? 


Now that “child abuse” is a 
phrase that can be .uttered in 
public, it is feared they see it 
everywhere. Social workers 
themselves tell a different story. 
One comments: “Breaking up 
families? Chance’d be a fine 
thing. A lot of our work is par- 
ents standing in our -office 
demanding that their children 
be taken away because they 
can’t cope.” 

The white Paper reiterates 
that the interests and wishes of 
the child should be taken into 
account But it adds: “The Gov- 
ernment ... does not believe 
however that emphasising the 
interests of tbe individual child 
should be allowed to become 
an excuse for distorting the 
proper relationship between 
children and adults.” The paper 
continues: “When decisions 
about the care of children are 
.befog made it is important to 
listen to their views according 
to their age and capacity but it 
is equally important not to 
ascribe to children the capacity 
to make mature judgements 
about their interests which are 
the proper responsibility of 
adults. Tb do so is not to protect 
their interests but to prejudice 
them.” According- to the 


Department of Health, this is 
designed to redress the balance 
in residential homes. The 
“proper relationship” and 
“proper responsibility” for 
serial workers can be translated 
as: “They should stop caving 
into children’s wishes but exert 
firm discipline.” For example, if 
kids won’t do what they are told 
and persist in running away, 
bolt the doors. Stop befog sub- 
servient to what they say and 
put your foot down. 

No one is putting forward the 
view that children are angelic, 
Rousseau-esque befogs who 
behave immaculately and never 
tell lies. “You have to acknowl- 
edge children can embroider 
the truth as we all do," Dave 
BurchelL assistant director of 
the British Association of Social 
Workers, says. “But to suggest 
we should ignore them is 
exceedingly dangerous." 

Children do not make up 
accusations of ifl-treatment or 
make trouble needlessly 
because they want their families 
broken up. All they want Is the 
situation that they are unhappy 
with dealt with. 

Say a teenage girl sajs she has 
been sexually abused. There is 
no evidence for that so social 


services must balance the prob- 
abilities of it having happened. 
One of the things they must 
take into account, although not 
iwquesrioningiy. is the account 
of the girl herself. If it does turn 
out to be a pack of lies, there is 
still the question to be 
answered: why is she making up 
such a serious allegation? 

The problem with toughen- 
ing our attitude to children is 
that we have not been good 
enough about listening to chil- 
dren m the past. It may be a 
great vote-winner to limit “child 
power” and demand “firm con- 
trol” over them (although the 
White Paper concedes there 
should not be “habitual reliance 
on physical coercion”). Much 
the same language is being 
used for prisoners try both sides 
of the house: punish and lock 
up rather than rehabilitate. 

But we have heard too much 
about ‘‘mature judgements ” 
and “firm control”. Does any- 
one remember “pindown” in 
Staffordshire, the Kincora beys' 
home in Northern Ireland, 
Frank Beck in Leicester? In all 
cases children’s voices got 
drowned out over the years. 

On Monday's Panorama pro- 
gramme it was revealed that 


one boy at Greystone Heath, a 
chDdren’s home in the North- 
West. told his mother and the 
police he was being abused by 
his housemaster. Dennis Grain. 
The police were told by the 
school that he was a “malicious 
liar” and no action was taken. 
It was 20 years before Grain 
was jailed after confessing to 
paedophile offences. 

Last week Judge Huw 
Daniel jailed Keith Laverack. a 
former social services manager, 
at Chester Crown Court after 
two decades of abuse. “You 
were confident you could get 
away with it because the system 
allowed you to get away with it 
and you ensured the silence of 
these children by threats and 
sweet talk, confident in the 
knowledge that if these children 
did complain they would not be 
believed," the judge said. 

Ministers rightly acted last 
October to tighten up regula- 
tion of children’s homes. And 
now it boasts that the abuse in 
north Wales is being “properly 
investigated". But the sad fact 
is that if we had listened to chil- 
dren in the first place, we would 
□ot need these investigations 
now. Mr Dorrell, don’t let’s 
make the same mistake again. , 


Whether the dead 
person winds up 
in a barge, an 
urn, a Mercedes 
or a cart, it’s 
the same 
narrative 
trajectory 


john 

walsh 


Visitors from distant 
fplm nes would have been 
intrigued by the range and 
variety of bourgeois under- 
takings: tots of baby-silting, 
dog-sitting and nanny services. 
naturedemenc, orchestra-loads 
of music lessons, and tuition in 
g f p gjng. Scottish reels and that 
peculiar step-to-the-lefi 
business called “Tine dancing 
several hundredweight of 
carrot cakes and birthday 
gateaux in exotic post-Jane 
Asher configurations: plenty of 
informative trips to museums 
for other people’s doubtless 
enthralled children; scads of 
homeopathy sessions and 
Massage with Essential Otis: 
lots of self-improvement 
courses, from German con- 
versation and stress manage- 
ment to acupuncture and 
Internet surfing (the latter has 
achieved a spurious cachet 
among the vodka-martini 
classes of SE21 since last 
week’s news that the Queen 
has allowed a bearded colonial 
to show her the ropes on the 
World Wide Web). Various 
servile activities were curtly 
offered, as if through their' 
proposers’ clenched teeth 
(“Three hours’ gardening": “A 
bag of ironing”) along with 
items which, in their naked 
utilitarianism, went straight to 
the heart of south London life 
(promises to re-pot your 
plants, or sew name-tapes on 
school uniforms). 

In addition to these beady 
prospects, you could bid for a 
flight to Le Touquet for lunch 
(“lunch not provided”), 
courtesy of a raffish parent 
with a seven-seater Cessna, or 
go fly fishing at a secret trout 
stream on the River Wey. But 
marketing departments 
everywhere will be glad to 
know that Holidays and Meals 
Cooked % Someone Else 
remain the most enthusiast- 
ically regarded treats in the 
national psyche. Offers of 
catered dinner parties were 
snapped up at top speed: 
while the top bid - some- 
where in the mid-hundreds - 
was paid for a week in a 
cottage in Aideburgh. God. it 
was all so British. I could have 
sworn I made out the figures 
of Betjeman. Britten and 
Rupert Brooke sitting amid 
the gesticulating bidders, it 
must have been the wine ... 




As far as I’m concerned, 
Graham Swift can do no 
wrong; but I wonder if (he 
Australian professor John 
Frow, who accused the 
Booker laureate of plagiar- 
ising William Faulkner, 
might have a point. Of 
course it’s a bloody cheek to 
walk off with somebody 
else’s “structure” and build 
oneself a house in its image. 
Bui if we are to snipe at Mr 
Swift for ’■borrowing”, ought 
we not to belabour Mr 
Faulkner's mouldering 
remains for doing some 
borrowing of his own? The 
ploi of .4s / Lay Dying - a 
dead man’s closest associates 
ferry his remains ihrough a 
lovingly described landscape 
lo a mysterious and 
fantastically symbolic final 
resting-place - is. of course, 
a total rip-off from Idylls of 
the King, a mournful Arthur- 
ian epic by Tennyson, who 
himself pinched it shamefully 
(and without any knowing 
winks and nods in the text) 
from Malory's Le Morte 
dAnhur. Whether the dead 
person winds up in a barge, 
an urn, a Mercedes or a cart, 
it's the same narrative 
trajectory. But once you start 
looking into “borrowings" in 
literary' histoiy, there's no 
slopping. 

1 dunno. Next they'U be 
saying that Joyce got the idea 
for Ulysses from someone 
else. 


If your Building Society 
is turning into a bank 

LAUGH 

all the way 

to the Building Society. 


A WINNING 
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The Earl of Listowel 


Billy Listowel was the last Sec- 
retary of State for India and 
Burma, and the last Governor- 
General of Ghana. He was the 
sole surviving Labour member 
of ChunrhHTs wartime coalition 
government, and the longest- 
serving member of the House 
of Lords. He was also the first, 
and so far only. Labour peer to 
have held the post of Lord 
Chairman of Committees. He 
was imm ensely popular with 
everyone who knew him , in the 
House and all over the world. 

Gentle and warm-hearted, 
Lislowel turned to socialism in 
the early 1920s. He had expe- 
rienced profound shock on dis- 
covering how poor children 
lived in a slum near his parents* 
home in London. At Eton, 
where be was the only known 
socialist (except for the head- 
master's wife, Mrs Aiington ), he 
debated with Quintin Hogg 
about the House of Lords and 
Lhc hereditary principle, op- 
posing both. Although Viscount 
Ennismore. he preferred to be 
known aL school as Mr Hare. 

From Eton he went up to Bal- 
liol College. Oxford, to read 
Modem Greats. The Oxford 
Union provided him with an en- 
joyable platform for the ex- 
pression of his political views but. 
as the socialist heir to an hered- 
itary title, a rare phenomenon 
at foal time, his activities at- 
tracted press attention. His fa- 
ther removed him after only a 
year and asked the Marquess of 
"Williogdon. then Governor- 
General of Canada, to accept his 
son as an aide-de-camp. 

In the event Listowel was 
allowed to continue with his uni- 
versity education - at Magda- 
lene College. Cambridge. There 
he read English and developed 
an interest in aesthetics. He 
went to study' under Professor 
Victor Bascti at the Sorbonne. 
and to London University to 
write a doctoral thesis, pub- 
lished as A Critical History of 
Modem Aesthetics (1933: ex- 
panded as Modem Aesthetics: an 
historical introduction. 1967). 

In 1932- shortly after his fa- 
ther's death. Listowel took his 
seat in the Lords. Daily atten- 
dance at the House was then 
made up of fewer than 100 
peers, ail hereditary, who sat for 
three hours a day.* three days a 
week. The House might deal 


with 200 amendments in a ses- 
sion, compared with 2.000- 3,000 
today. The small number of 
Labour peers, led by Lord Pon- 
sonbv of Shulbrede. the son of 
Queen Victoria's Private Sec- 
retary, could be accommodated 
comfortably on two benches. 

When war broke out in 1 939. 
Listowel volunteered to join the 
ranks. Disqualified from ac- 
tive service on account of his 
poor eyesight, he joined the 
RAMC. But during a camp 
near Aldershot (“the worst ex- 
perience of my life.” he recalled | 
he was selected for Intelligence 
Corps training. Once commis- 
sioned he was posted to London 
District in Mayfair, where he be- 
came meat friends with one of 
his fellow Second Lieutenants, 
the philosopher A_J. Ayer. 

On one occasion, during a 
scare about leaks of information 
from the front. Listowel was 
sent to sit at a table in the Cafe 
Royal to monitor the conver- 
sation of British troops home on 
leave. The noise in the restau- 
rant was such that Listowel 
was unable to hear a word any- 
one said; the exercise was swift- 
ly abandoned. Other duties 
included the interrogation of 
German prisoners of war, most- 
ly sailors, at “the Cage” on 
Kensington Palace Gardens. 

In 1941 Viscount Addison, 
the Leader of the Labour 
Party in the Lords, invited Lis- 
towel to accept, the post of Op- 
position Chief Whip. Listowel 
agreed, and Addison obtained 
permission for his release Grom 
the forces. Three years later, in 
the coalition government- he be- 
came Deputy Leader to the 
Marquess of Salisbury in 
the Lords, and Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State at 
the India Office under Leo 
Amery. who arranged for him 
to sit in on meetings of the 
Cabinet s India Committee. 

After the Labour Party's 
election victory in 1945, the In- 
dia Committee recommended 
independence for the subcon- 
tinent within the lifetime of the 
Government. Listowel recalled 
that whilst, during the war. 
Attlee had been careful to rep- 
resent Churchill's conservative 
views in committee ("very much 
His Master's Voice," as Ustowel 
put it), once Prime Minister 
himself, Attlee ensured that 


his Cabinet adopted the liber- 
al recommendations of the 
committee he still chaired. 

Stafford Cripps, who bad led 
the Cripps Mission to India 
during tiie war. was the India 
Committee's most dominant 
member and, according to Lis- 
lowel, it was Cripps, rather than 
Attlee, who first suggested 
Mountbatten as Viceroy. As 
Supreme Allied Commander, 
South-East Asia, since 1943, 
Mountbatten had won the re- 
spect and mist of the popular 
natio nalis t leadership tn India 
and Burma, a factor perceived 
to be of key importance in his 
qualifications to succeed. 

In April 1947, after the terms 
of Mountbatten's Vkeroyalty 
had been agreed, Listowel at 
Mountbatten's request, re- 
placed Lord Pethick-Lawrence 
as Secretary of State for India. 
The India Independence Bill 
was introduced into the Com- 
mons on 4 July, and Listowel 
then steered it through the 
Lords, unamended, by the end 
of the month. With Parlia- 
ment's impending s umm er re- 
cess. any amendment would 
have jeopardised the timetable 
for independence on 15 August. 

Although invited to Balmoral 
to receive King George VFs 
personal th anks for presiding 
over India's transition to inde- 
pendence, Listowel received 
□o other honour. When asked 
by the King how be was to be 
recognised for his contribu- 
tion. Listowel replied with char- 
acteristic modesty that he was 
too junior a member of the Cab- 
inet to merit recognition. He 
also had to apologise for not re- 
turning his seals of office, which 
the India Office had lost. 

As Secretary of State for In- 
dia, Lis towel's duties extended 
to Burma, for which he re- 
mained Secretary of State un- 
til independence in early 1948. 
The move towards self-rule in 
Burma was already well under 
way. In April 1947 Aung San's 
party gained a respectable ma- 
jority in the country's elections, 
and almost all the seats in 
Burma's Constituent Assembly. 
In June the assembly approved 
a resolution proposing a 
republican constitution. 

A month later, in July, Lis- 
towel was grieved lo receive the 
news that Aung San, the first 



ing relations between Nkrumah 
and the Chief of the Ashanti - 
whose people had stoned 
Nkrumah on a visit he made to 
Kurnasi -by arranging for them 
to meet at the races in Accra. 

In I960, some months after' 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s suc- 
cessful visit to Ghana (Listow- 
el observed that no other visitor 
to Ghana during his time there 
received such a rapturous re- 
ception), Ghana became an in- 
dependent republic within the 
Commonwealth. Due to a me- | 
cfaanical fault, Lisiowels plane, 
scheduled to leave Ghana two 
hours before the country be- 
came a republic, look off only 
minutes before the deadline ex- 
pired, thus narrowly avoiding a 
constitutional crisis. 

As Chairman of Commit- 
tees in the House of Lords from 

1965 to 1976, Listowel adhered 
strictly to the apolitical line 
demanded by the post- For 
many years afterwards he con- 
tinued to sit on the Woolsack as 
one of the Lord Chancellor's . 
Deputy Speakers. Describing his 
stance, in later life, as^more so- 
cial reformer than socialist”, he 
maintain ed a keen interest in 
foreign and Co mmo nweal th af- ; 
fairs, human rights, and Third * 
World aid. 


George Ireland 


■More social reformer than socialist*: Listowel, left, receives Mahatma Gandhi In New Delhi, 1347 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Burma n since the 18th century 
to unite his country behind 
him, had been shot dead, to- 
gether with most of his minis- 
ters, on the orders of his 
disaffected opponent U Saw. 
The transition to independence 
moved forward none the less, 
Listowel again steering the nec- 
essary legislation through the 
Lords, cu lminating in indepen- 
dence on 4 January 1948. 

Listowel's next appointment 
was as Minister of State for the 
Colonies, a post he regarded as 
a generous reward for his work 
at the India Office. Ministerial 
responsibility for the British 
Empire was then divided up into 
three geographical areas, of 
which Listowel was assigned 
South-East Asia and the West 
Indies. One of his first duties 
was to go to Malaya to preside 
over the inaugural session of the 


Federal Legislative Council, 
the first step towards that coun- 
try’s eventual self-government. 

During a tour of the West In- 
dies Listowel invited all the 
local British governors to Bar- 
bados for a meeting - the first 
time they had met He visited Ja- 
maica, Trinidad and Tobago. 
British Guiana, British Hon- 
duras, and the Windward and 
Leeward Islands. Visiting the 
last, Listowel was distressed to 
find that the Governor. Oliver 
Baldwin, son of the former 
Conservative prime minister, 
had fallen out with local British 
residents by airing his revolu- 
tionary socialist views. Deep in 
the jungle of British Guiana, lis- 
towel was astonished to discov- 
er Amerindian schoolchildren 
learning English from a textbook 
which opened with the words, 
“The Scottish nobleman strode 


out of his castle into the snow.” 

In 1957 Listowel received 
an invitation from Kwame 
Nkrumah, the socialist Prime 
Minister of Ghana. to succeed 
Sir Charles Arden-Clark as 
Ghana’s Governor-General. 
Nkrumah had encountered Lis- 
towel in London, and was fa- 
miliar with his activities as a 
member of the Fabian Society 
Colonial Bureau. 

Ustowel looked bade on the 

three years be spent in Gbana as 
especially happy. “As Governor- 
General,” he reflected, “every- 
body s nice toyou. You have no 
enemies or carping critics.'’ He 
was scrupulous in remaining 
above politics and when Nkr- 
umah, prior to an overseas tour, 
asked him to select one of two 
Ministers, neither of whom 
Nkrumah wished to offend, to act 
as deputy in his absence, Listowel 


unhesitatingly declined to assist 
listowel got to know Nkru- 
mah well, and was struck by his 
devotion to the Queen. Greet- 
ing Listowel on his arrival in Ac- 
cra,- Nkrumah 's first words were 
“When is the Queen coming to 
Ghana?” When the question of 
honouring Nkrumah arose. Lb- 
towel recommended he be 
made a Privy Counsellor, an ho- 
nour which was received with 
delight One of the happiest ex- 
periences of Nkrumah’s life, Lis- 
towel judged was the few days 
he once spent at Balmoral. 

While in Gbana Listowel vis- 
ited all the country’s five Re- 
gions every year. In spite of the 
technically informal nature of 
these visits. Listowel was wel- 
comed by each of the Regions' 
Paramount Qtiefe in full regalia, 
with traditional dancing. He en- 
joyed a DOtable success in restor- 


WiSUnn Francis Hare, politician- 
ban 28 September 1906; styled as 
Viscoiml Ennismore 1924-31; 
succeeded 1931 as fifth Earl of Lis- 
towel: Member (. Labaa ), LCCfor 
East Lewisham 1937-46, for Bat- 
tersea North 1952-57; Labour 
Chief Whip, House af Lords 1941- 
44; Ratiamenuay Undersecretary 
of State, India Office, and Deputy 
Leader ; House of Lords 1944-45: 
Postmaster General, 1945-47; PC 
1946; Secretary of State for India 
1947, and Burma 1947-48; Min- 
ister of State for the Colonies 1948- 
50: Parliamentary Secretary, 
Minister of. Agriculture and Fish- 
eries 1950-51: Governor-General 
of Ghana 1957-60; GCMG 1957; 
Chairman of Committees, House % 

of Lords 1965- 76; Deputy Speak- 
er, House of Lords 1976; married . 
1933 Judith de Marffy-Mantuan o 
( one daughter; marriage dissolved 
1945), 1958 Stephanie Currie (nee ' 
Wise; one daughter, marriage dis- 
solved 1963), 1963 Phmela Read 
(nee Dav; two sons, one daughter); 
died London 12 March 1997.. 



Terry Nation 


Nation with a Dalek. The monster made him a wealthy man 


In the 1960s and 1970s. Teny 
Nation was one Britain’s most 
prolific and successful writers 
for television. But be wQi be best 
remembered as the creator of 
the Daleks. the sinister me- 
chanical monsters that proved 
to be Dr Who’s most menacing 
and durable opponents and. 
happily for their inventor, the 
most commercially popular. 

His inspiration for the 
Daleks. whose mechanised bod- 
ies appear to glide across the 
ground came from watching the 
Georgian State dance troupe on 
television. The female dancers, 
with their long voluminous 
skirts, seemed lo have no legs 
as they smoothly criss-crossed 
the stage. The Daleks were an 
instant success with the viewing 
audience and returned lo 
threaten the good doctor in se- 
ries after series, as well as on the 


big screen. They also gave rise 
to a spectacular range of mer- 
chandising spin-offs that made 
their creator a wealthy man. 
One spin-off that brought no 
royalties but pleased him enor- 
mously was the inclusion of the 
word “Dalek" in the Oxford 
English Dictionary. 

Born in Cardiff. Nation be- 
gan his professional career as a 
stand-up comedian, but, though 
audiences liked his jokes, they 
didn't much care for the way he 
told them, so he became a 
scriptwriter instead. In 1955, in 
his mid-twenties, he moved to 
London and joined Associated 
London Scripts, whose stable of 
writers included Spike Milligan, 
Johnny Speight. Ray Simpson 
and Alan Gaiton - Tbm 1 Han- 
cock's writing team. Terry Na- 
tion was to write some 200 
radio comedy scripts for the 


likesofHany Worth, Eric Sykes 
and Frankie Howerd. before 
moving to television. 

When Tony Hancock 
dropped Gaiton and Simpson, 
Nation was one of the writers 
to whom he turned. Their col- 
laboration was a friendly if 
sometimes frantic one, but did 
little to reverse the slide in Han- 
cock's fortunes. It was round 
about tins tune, in 1963, that Na- 
tion was invited to write some 
episodes for a new television se- 
nes. Dr Who, the brainchild of 
Sydney Newman, head of BBC 
television drama. His initial in- 
clination was to turn down the 
offer, being firmly of the view 
that the programme was des- 
tined for die scrapheap. Chang- 
ing his mind and taking the job, 
he said later, was the shrewdest 
move he ever made. 

He now all but abandoned 


comedy for popular' television 
drama. Throughout the Sixties 
he wrote for one successful 
Lew Grade series after anoth- 
er - The Saint, The Baron, The 
Avengers , The Persuaders - ris- 
ing through the ranks to become 
script editor and associate pro- 
ducer on the later programmes. 
The hallmark of a Terry Nation 
screenplay was a crisp, imagi- 
native plot, laced with sharp, 
witty dialogue. However in- 
tense the drama, humour was 
seldom far away, and always 
used to good effect 
By the early Seventies be felt 
able to branch out on projects 
of his own. With Clive Exton he 
wrote and produced a feature 
film. The House in Nigfttmare 
Park (1973), starring Frankie 
Howerd and Ray Nfilland (a for- 
mer pupil at Nation's school in 
Cardiff), a comedy thriller 


t • , 


which unashamedly tipped its 
hat at the 1939 Bob Hope clas- 
sic The Cat and the Canary. For 
television he created the series 
Survivors, the story of a group 
of people who survive a killer 
virus which wipes out most of 
the world’s population. This 
was followed by Blake 's Seven, 
the inter-galactic adventures 
of a baud of outcasts. Like Dr 
Who, the latter developed a cult 
following. 

■ The project that gave him the 
most pleasure, however, was his 
children's book Rebecca 's World 
(1975 ), a wonderfully imagina-- 
live adventure story named af- . 
ter his daughter. A best-seller 
in the UK, the book was also 
published in several other coun- 
tries, including the United 
States. 

In 1979, "ferry Nation fulfilled 
a long-time ambition to work in 


Hollywood, settling there with 
his wife Kate and their children. 
Rebecca and Joel. In the years 
that followed he worked for Co- 
lumbia, 20th Century Fox and 
MGM, developing programme 
ideas and script doctoring, but 
never managed to repeat the 
suecess he had enjoyed in ' 
Britain. His final few years 
were dogged by ill-health in the 
form of emphysema. 

Nation had an attractive 
quality of self-deprecating hu-" 
mour and liked nothing better 
than to reduce his family and 
friends to - helpless laughter, 
preferably over a drink or two. 

Graham Tarrant 


Teny Nation, writer bom Cardiff 
8 August 1930; married 1968 
Kate Gaunt (one son, one daugh- 
ter); died Los Angeles 9 March 
1997. 


Ossie O’Brien 


Ossie O'Brien was an MP for 1 1 
weeks and one day. Yet. during 
the Darlington by-election, the 
curtain-raiser to the 1983 gen- 
eral election, and in his fleeting 
days as on MP he won the af- 
fection of his colleagues. Roy 
Hattersley described him as 
the best by-election candidate 
of the decade. 

He was bom Oswald O'Brien 
into a family of teachers in 1928, 
in Darlington. From St Marys 
Grammar School he went 'to 


Fair cro ft College and Durham 
University before National 
Service in the Navy. 

After experience m a number 
of heavy industries in the north 
of England he became a Work- 
ers’ Educational Association 
tutor and an immensely popu- 
lar staff tutor at Durham Uni- 
versity. In 1966 he had the ill 
luck to lose In’ one vote at the 
selection conference of the 
Labour Party in Darlington, fn 
his maiden and only speech, on 


14 April 1983. he said with a 
chuckle. 


My eauy to the House at this time 
however is inevitably lingcttwuh sad- 
ness and regret, as it results from the 
death of my much-loved and re- 
spected colleague and predecessor. 
Ted Fletcher. Many honourable 
members will noL know, although 
some Labour members know, that in 
1962 1 was beaten ty Ted Fletcher Tor 
the Darlington nomination by tbe 
narrowest possible margin. Legend 
has it lhal it was a majority of one. 
Nevertheless, we worked amicably 
together over successive elections. 


Ted Fletcher’s record speaks for 
itself. He served the people of Dar- 
lington for more than IS years and 
was working on constituents' prob- 
lems until shortly before his death. 
I recall him telephoning me jus a few 
days before he died and fowling that 
even if he o^uld not go to London 
and to the House he could at least 
write letters to ministers and to 
government departments. 


Ossie O’Brien put all personal 
disappointments to the back of 
his mind for the sake of the 
cause of the Labour Party. 


Those who took part in the 
campaign will never forget the 
bitterly cold by-election of 24 
March 1983 among the warm- 
hearted people of Darlington. 
O'Brien scored 20,544 to the 
18,132 of Michael Fallon and 
the 12,735 of Alan Cook stand- 
ing for the Social Democrat Par- 
ty. However 78 days later the 
situation was to be reversed and 
Fallon went on to a ministerial 


career, staving off challenges 
from O’Brien in 1987. 


After he left Parliament 
O'Brien worked for Alcohol 
Concern and contributed to 
the literature considering foe in- 
creasing problem of drugs in so- 
ciety. But for the verdict of the 
electorate and foe ill luck IS 
years earlier of such a dose se- 
lection conference result, he 
would undoubtedly have made 
a serious contribution to Par- 
liament in the field of education 
and training. 

Tam Datyell 


Oswald O’Brien, politician and 
teacher bom Darlington 6 April 
1928; Staff Tutor. Durham Uni- 
versity 1964-78; Director of 
Satdics and Vice-Principal, Co- 
operative College 1978-83; Chair- 
man, Society of Industrial Tutors 
1978-82; MP (Labour) for Dar- 
lington 1 983; Director, Education 
Division, . Alcohol Concern 1984- 
8ft Director, Workplace .Adviso- 
ry Service 1986-97; married 1950 
Freda Jfbscoe (one son); died Dar- 
lington 10 March 1997. 



O’Brien: 78 days b> Parliament 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


SUTTON: To Midwife I mic CriU^x) and 
Peter. a son. Robert Edward, on 3 
March I>»7. 


DEATHS 


BROWNING: Robert, died peacefully 
in the Royal Free Hospital, on It 
March. Funeral lo take place nn 
Thursday 20 March. I pm. a l GoWers 
Green Crematorium. Enquiries tn 
J.H. Kenyon. 0171-704 3535. 


IN MEMORIAM 


WATTS: Stephen Glass, writer and 
journalist, born Glasgow 1912. died 
Surrey 1996. Always remembered. 

For tiazdlr BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
HEATHS, please lelrptone 0171-243 2012. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Dokr af Krai i<pm Cana* « Trrnm. . Viku, *d. 
Ksui; 'T™ >1* Kaot Ira*D u * c awt CnlcjpnM t ,«n- 

.IK m hoiUn*. 21 Kill Wrsl MltUoz. an! 
j* truslL-r. AlicaJ- lr S o ld o: Mn*«wn 4aa1.il ififl- 
IH. 41 1 t>c OKOl. Lxadun »W7 Priam Una 
dn. Pjrn n. spits tin. tnjw! i. jnurr Ns-un.ii tuns’ 
Ldirtaifh- 


Changing of the Guard 

Tbc It. < hM< 1 Cjroln Wotunoi Rcpmem munis 
i)iu a* Lite Omni al Itarar fiaanfo / lain. 


Birthdays 

Miss Valerie Amos, former Chief Ex- 
ecutive. Equal Opportunities Com- 
mission. 43; Lord Borne QC. former 
Director-General of Fair Trading, 66; 
Mr Terence Brady, playwright, "nov- 
elist and actor, 58; Lord Butterwonh, 
former Vice-Chancellor. Warwick 
University. 79: Sir Michael Check- 
land. former Director-General of the 
BBC. 61; Miss Lesley Collier, balle- 
rina. 50: Mr Lionel Friend, conduc- 
tor, and musical director. Nexus 
Opera- 52: Sir Graham Hart, per- - 
marten i secretary. Department of 
Hcukh.57; Sir Robert Mark, former 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police, 80; Mr James Marshall MP, 
56; Sir Henry NevQc. former Lord 
Lieutenant of Lincolnshire. 77: Dr 
David Peace, glass engraver and 
town planner. K2; Air Commodore 
Helen Renton, former director, 
WRAP. 66: Mr Neil Sedaka, song- 
writer and singer, 58; Mr Peter Vig- 
gers MP, 59. 


vict Congress voted lo abolish the po- 
litical monopoly of the Communist 
party, 1990. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Ansovinus, St Euphrasia or 
Eupraxia, St Gerald of Mayo. Si 
Heldrad. St Mochoemnc, St 
Nicephoros of Constantinople and 
Saints Roderic and Salomon. 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 

Births: Charles Grey, second Earl 
Grey, former prime minister. 1764; 
George Sefcrfc, poet and diplomat 

1900. Deaths: Richard Burbage, ac- 
tor. 1619; Tsar Alexander II of Rus- 
sia. assassinated 1881: Angela Brazil, 
writer, I W7. On this day: as predicted 
by Halley in 1682, Halley's Comet 
came w &s perihelion. 1 75S; the So- 


National Gallery: Mari Griffith. 
“Monet (u): Trainspotting with Mon- 
et", Ipm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Clare 
Ford- Willie. -Antonia Rosselino and 
tbe Later 15th Century". 2_30pm. 
Tate Gallery: Justine Hopkins, “ 
“The Proper Study of Mankind’: 
transformations of the human figure 
(ii)”, Ipm. 

British Mnsetun: Lucy Goodison, 
“Prehistoric Cretan Sunworship: 
palaces, settlements and shrines**. 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Liz Ridc- 
ai. “Jacob Epstein'. 1. 10pm. 
Gresham College. Barnard's Inn 
Hall, London ECI: Professor Simon 
Lee, “Judging the Scarman Report 
(on Northern Ireland. Red Lion 
Square and Britton)'. 530pm- 
Leicester UoHersiiy: Professor Judith 
McKenzie. “Lacustrine Records and 
Climate Change’. 4.15pm: Professor 
Aubrey Newman, “leaching and Re- 
searching the Holocaust Fifty Years 
On', 5.15pm. 


Part-time workers cannot claim over lost pension rights 


Preston and others v 
Wolverhampton Healthcare NHS 
Trust and others: Fletcher and 
others v Midland Bank pic: Coart 
of Appeal ( Lord Justice Write. 
Lord Justice Ouon, Lord Justice 
Schicmannj 13 February 1997 


LAW REPORT 


13 March 1937 


nated against by being denied 
access to contributory and non- 


Women part-time workers who 
had not until recently appreci- 
ated or been advised that their 
exclusion from occupational 
pension schemes was unlawful 
under European Community 
law were nevertheless time- 
barred from pursuing com- 
plaints after the expiry of the 
six-month limitation period 
imposed by section 2(4) of the 
Equal Ray Act 1970. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed appeals by a number 
of women employees against 
preliminary rulings by the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal. 

The women claimed that as 
part-time or former part-time 
employees, doing jobs pre- 
dominantly done by women, 
they were indirectly discrimi- 


contributory pension schemes 
for which full-tit 


-time employees 
were eligible. This was done by 
making membership of the 
schemes conditional upon a 
minimum number of hours 
worked per week. 

Such discrimination was per- 
missible under domestic law un- 
til the coming into force of the 
Occupational Pension Schemes 


states “shall — maintain the 
application of the principle 
that men and women should re- 
ceive equal pay for equal 
work”, and of the Equal Ray 
Directive (75/117/EC). 

The question was whether 
the existence of the six-month 
limitation period for equal pay 
claims under section 2(4) and 
the two-year limit on compen- 
sation in section 2(5) of the 
Equal Ray Act prevented the 


ropotoanBomu&i Cottncri, Birming- 
ham City Council, Lancashire Coun- 
ty Council ) for the - employers; Jane 
McNeill (Lanfont dr Co) finite em- 
ployees in the second case; Patrick 
Elias QC and Jason Coppell (Booth 
<& Co, Leeds) for the employers. 
Nicholas Paines {Treasury Solicitor) 
for the Secretary of State. 


Lord Justice Schiemann said 
the fact that there had not un- 
til recently been widespread ap- 
preciation of the fact that 

Beforeihen. though permissi- wKich, during the relevant pe- to be dSminated agams? in 

nods, they were unaware they 


(Equal Access lo Membership) employees now 'enforcing 
Amendment Regulations 1995. rights under community law of 


ble under domestic law. it was 
unlawful under European 
Community law (see Vnoege 
and Fisscher (Case C-57/93) 
[1994] ECR 1-4541). 

Right of access to a pension 
scheme has been held to con- 
stitute pan of pay for the pur- 
poses of article 119 of the EC 
Treaty, under which member 


possessed. 

John Cavanagh (Unison, Cmham 
Clayton, Reynolds porter Chamber- 
tain, Michael Scott A Co) far the an- 
payees in the first case: GenevraCau? 
QC. Cin e Lewis and Tim Kerr (Even- 
sheds, Norton Rose, Manchester City 
Council Stockport Metropolitan Bor- 
Olfgh CoundL I Vohvdtampton Met- 


rcspect of pension schemes 
did not mean that it was im- 
possible in practice to start 
proceedings within,. the six- 
month limitation period im- 
posed by section 2(4) of the 
1970 Act, so as to justify the . 
court disapplying the limitation 
provisions. 

The appellants had always 


been possessed of the relevant 
rights and could have asserted 
them. As a matter of English 
law, the courts would have to 
gjveprecedence to any direct- 

fy effective community right and 

disregard any provision of do- 
mestic law purporting to ex- 
clude or limit that community 
right: see Biggs v Somerset 
[1996[ ICR at 374 to 376. 

In relation to the two-year 
limit on back compensation 
for lost pay under section 2(5) 
of the 1970 Act, it was fair to 
say that anyone now trying to 
enter a pension scheme to 
which, on its face, they we re de- 
nied entry years ago, would not 
be credited with all their years' 
service; But this was because 
they did not invoke their rights 
under article 119 soon enough. 

They were thus in a situation 
which was typical of anyone 
faced with a limitation period 
wbo had tet rhne slip by for per- 
fectly understandable reasons. 


Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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NatWest to announce disciplinary measures over £50m loss ■ SFA confirms it is looking into Warburg share sale 


Jeremy Warner 
and Michael Ha 


and Michael Harrison 

Two of the City’s leading invest- 
ment banks yesterday unveiled 
big increases in bonus payments, 

FnAlIfncy *- - 


outs may encourage risk-taking 
^ ofthekmd recently criticised by 
the Bank, of England 
Sehroders said that staff costs 
last year rose by £109m to 
£464m - an increase of 30 per 
cent. About half the increase 
was due to the payment of 
higher bonuses -after the tank 
earned record profits of £23 9m. 

Meanwhile SBC Warburg, 
the Swiss-owned investment 
bank, disclosed that costs last 
year had risen by a third to 
$2.6bn (£1.63bn), an increase 
blamed partly on “performance 
related compensation". 

While traders at Sehroders 
and SBC "Warbarg are. enjoying 
bonuses running into six figures 
in many cases, Nat West is today 
expected to announce discrpl£- 
> nary measures, including bonus 
cuts, reprimands and dkmresak 
following the discovery of a 
£50m hole in its interest rate 
options department. 


- The derivatives trader al- 
iegedfy responsible for the loss, 
Kynacos Papouis, has since re- 
signed from his new employers 
Bear Stems while a senior 
trader, Neil Dodgeson, has 


failure to supervise pending an 
internal inquiry. 

• Further discip linar y action 
is expected today following the 
completion of the inquiry by the 
accountants Coopers and Ly- 
brand and the lawyers Lin- 
klaters and Paines. 

Sehroders disclosed that staff 


from £78500 to £93300 as the 
bank took on an extra 1,450 em- 
ployees. The ratio of staff costs 
to income rose from 44.4 per 
cent to 485 per cent. However, 
pre-tax profits per employee 
also rose from £43.600 to 
£48,000. 

Win Btscboff, chairman of the 
bank, said that what the Bank 
of England had said about the 
danngers of the City’s boaus cul- 
ture was “a useful adjunct to the 
debate”. But he stressed that 
Sehroders operated a deferred 
bonus scheme and had done so 
for several years. 



Bonus debate: Schraders' vice chairman Peter Sedgwick (left) and chairman Win Bischoff yesterday 


The increase in bonuses at 
SBC Whrbtirg was also accom- 
panied by a 55 per cent increase 
in profits to $607m and a big im- 
provement in its return on cap- 
ital to 16.4 per cent. 

However, the results were 
marred by confirmation from 
the Securities and Futures Au- 
thority that itwas investigating 
the alleged mishandling by War- 
burg .of a large share sale late 
last year. At least two senior 
traders have already been dis- 
ciplined over the episode. 


Peter .Corrigan, head of 
French equities, resigned last 
week and a derivatives trader 
has also left 

The allegations revolve 
around the liquidation of the 
We inwort Benson European 
Privatisation Investment Trust 
(Kepir) late last year. Whrburg 
was accused by Merrill Lynch, 
acting for Kepit, of deliberate- 
ly marking down the prices of the 
shares just ahead of executing 
the trade, so disadvantaging the 
client to its own benefit. 


As reported by The Indepen- 
dent at the time, the affair was 
quickly settled to Kepit s satis- 
faction after Warburg agreed to 
pay more advantageous prices, 
at a cost to itself of £3m-£5m. 

Warburg said yesterday that 
as soon as it became aware of 
the allegations an immediate in- 
vestigation was launched by its 
compliance department and 
the bank quickly moved to en- 
sure the djeni had not been dis- 
advantaged. It confirmed that 
the outcome of its deliberations 


had resulted in the departure 
from the bank of two traders. 

At the time The Independent 
quoted a Warburg source as say- 
ing “li s no big deal. This sort of 
thing happens the whole time. 
This was a programme uade. The 
timing had been pre-set and it 
was unfortunate that it occurred 
when prices were weak as a re- 
sult of a rise in interest rates". 

Howev er. Merrill Lynch and 
others were persistent in their 
allegation that the prices had 
been deliberately depressed by 


Photograph: Brendan Corr/FT 


market makers and called on 
the SFA to investigate. 

SBC Warburg is now part of 
Swiss Bank Corporation, which 
coincidentally announced a 29 
per cent leap in total gross op- 
erating profits last year to 
$2.9hn. However, the company 
said that as a result of a new 
methodology for accounting for 
credit provisions and a change 
in property valuation practices, 
“the result for the year is a one 
off technical loss of Sl.5bn". 

Comment, page 21 


Iceland tries to thaw out critics with buy-back 


Patrick Tooher • 

Iceland yesterday unveiled 
plans to buy back more tium a 
third of its shares as thestrug- 
gting frozen food retailer re- 
ported its first drop in profits m 
26 years. 

News of the capital consoli- 
dation gave a much-needed 
boost to Iceland’s shares, which 
Jave been in. virtual free fall 
since they Irii a high of 248p four 
years agoj-ast night they dosed ' 
at 99 .5p, up I2p. 

However, analysts were 


unimpressed “It is a short- 
term expedient not a long-term 
solution, ’^said Frank Davidson 
at James CapeL “AH they are do- 
ing is introducing a degree of 
financial leverage on the busi- 
ness. If 1 were a shareholder I 
would either: vote against the 


proposal or sell the shares." 

The operation to buy three 
out of every ejgfai shares at 105p 
will reduce Iceland’slssued eq- 
uity by 35 percent. • 

Malcolm Walker, Iceland’s 
chairman and chief executive, 
said the buyback should be 


welcomed by investors. “ Sellers 
can get out a premium. 1 think 
we will end up with a more sup- 
portive shareholder register." 

It is the second time Iceland 
has returned cash to share- 
holders- A year ago it spent 
£42m to buy back 27 million of 
its own shares. 

Mr Walker admitted that Ice- 
land's directors had considered 
a management buyout because 
of frustration at the company's 
low rating on the stock market 
“We’d have been mad not to, 
it was looking so cheap," he said. 


“But nobody likes the idea of a 
de-listing If you look at the likes 
of Branson or Lloyd-Webber 
who took their companies pri- 
vate they had a big slug of the 
equity. We only have 6.5 per 
cent. It was never really going 
to be a runner." 

Mr Vfalker was speaking after 
Iceland reported a drop in pre- 
tax profits from £7*.6ra to 
£56-2m in the year to 28 De- 
cember, breaking a 25-year 
record of uninterrupted growth. 

Sales grew by 3.8 per cent to 
£1.47bn, though tike- for- like 


volumes fell by an estimated 12 
per cent. Earnings per share 
dropped from 1 7.1 ip to 13.2p, 
though the dividend was raised 
by 2.9 per cent to 5.4p. 

Clwyd-based Iceland has 
seen its share of retail food mar- 
ket eroded as larger supermar- 
ket rivals such as Tesco. 
Sainsbury and Safeway matched 
its lower prices, stayed open for 
longer and introduced market- 
ing initiatives like loyalty cards. 

Iceland has also felt the chill 
from the trend to out-of-town 
stores and the move by bigger 


chains to introduce frozen food 
ranges of their own. 

BZW is arranging a £285m 
loan facility to support the pro- 
posed capital reduction, ac- 
cording to banking sources. 
About £1 18m of the loan will be 
used to fund the buyback. 

The loan facility, which has 
been fully underwritten by Bar- 
clays Bank, will also be used to 
refinance existing credit lines 
following the capital recon- 
struction. An additional 
tranche will proride working 
capital. BZW will ask some of 


Iceland's existing banks to join 
the deal as sub-underwriters. 

Iceland plans to create 1 .00rt 
jobs from the launch of a new 
home delivery service. The ser- 
vice has already been tested in 
Chester. Portsmouth and the 
North-east of England, result- 
ing in ‘veiy encouraging sales 
increases".' said Mr Walker. It 
will now he extended nation- 
wide. Customers will be of- 
fered free delivery by for 
purchases of £25 or more with- 
in a 10 mile radius of its stores. 

Investment Column, page 20 


Call for 
minimum 
EUtaxon 
savings 


Yvette Cooper 


French and German finance 
ministers yesterday called for an 
EU-wide minimum tax on fi- 
nancial investments, a move 
which is fiercely opposed by the 
UK GovemmenL 

Jean Anhuis, the French fi- 
nance minister, said the EU 
should agree a code of good 
conduct to eliminate the risk of 
unfair competition between 
member states for lax revenues. 
Speaking after bilateral talks in 
Lvon between the French and 
German finance ministers and 
central bankers, Mr Arthuis 
said: “We are determined to put 
active pressure on the European 
Commission to have this axle 
of good conduct in place rapid- 
ly. We cannot tolerate these 
forms ol unfair competition, li 
is the future of the European 
Union which is at stake." 

A new EU taxation policy 
group, charged with exploring 
possibilities tor co-ordination of 
tax policy, met on Tuesday. Tax 
competition was the main top- 
ic of discussion. A spokesman 
for Commissioner Mario Mon- 
ti. chairman ol the group, said: 
“Wc arc not at this stage con- 
sidering legislation. We hope in- 
stead lo achieve a political 
consensus over tax co-ordina- 
tion in a series of areas." 

The French. German and 
Belgian governments are con- 
cerned about the differences be- 
tween taxes on capital in EU 
countries. Germany in particu- 
lar fears that savers are slipping 
across the border to set up sav~ 
ings accounts in Luxembourg 
which, like the UK. has no 
withholding tax on interest from 
savings. Another fear is that tax 
competition will push capital 
and corporation taxes down 
across Europe, forcing member 
states lo raise taxes on em- 
ployment instead, thereby 
threatening jobs. 

But the chances of EU-wide 
measures being introduced to 
tackle the problem look slim. 
Tax policy is not covered by 
qualified majority voting, so 
EU proposals can be vetoed by 
any country. 

A spokesman for the Treasury 
said: “We are strongly opposed 
to a minimum withholding tax, 
and to anything which would be 
a threat id London as a finan- 
cial centre. If Germany has a 
problem with lax competition 
from Luxembourg that is for 
them lo sort out themselves." 


to hit results, 
Reed warns 



r — iV-f'S Tom Stevenson 

• City Editor ' 

Reed became the latest victim 
* r ' of the strength of sterling yes- 

^rday, warning that the high- 
jr: >*. >*v trying pound would peg back 
profits in the first half of this 
: ■ 5 i ^ ear. Analysts took therid pen 

- l J xo forecasts and the. shares 

Mr • I slipped 17p to L1563p despite 
ii a 12 per cent rise in underlying 
£ profits in the year ro December 
? and tbe promise that Reed’s 

,‘v consumer books arm will soon 

^ ^ be back od the block. 

Tt J&I Reed withdrew its consumer 
books divsToufrom the market 
" two years ago after an auction 

attracted bids of £ 70 ra-£ 80 in, 
much less than the company had 
. hoped to raise- It recently sold 
l ,.-!■>% a portfolio of some of the bua- 
ness's best-known imprints to 
1 Random House for about 

£20m, but said yesterday it was 
confident the remaining refer- 
ence. illustrated and children s 


A 


books would soon be attractive 
enough to achieve a sensible 
price. 

Profits last year of £806m 
were up from 1 995 ’s£736rn but 
at the bottom end of analysts’ 
expectations. Forecasts for the 
current year were reined in to 
about £865m as analysts pre- 
dicted underlying growth of 
around 10 per cent would be 
held back to about half as much 
by currency factors. 

Nigel Stapleton, deputy 
charnnan, said: “The strength of 
sterling in recent months will, • 
if sustained, have a marked 
effect on the Reed Elsevier 
combined businesses’ reported 
results this year, particularly in 
the first half." - 
Earmngsper share in theyear 
to December were 9 per cent 
higher at 5&2p and the dividend 
was increased by 11 percent to 
27-2p. 

A tworfor-one share split wfll 
become effective® May in a bid 



Unions’ company hit list Barclays finally 
banks on Labour win sells disastrous 

arrie dement a ballot organised by concilia- now argues that Elf employees | \7" | 1 

a hour Editor lion service Aeas. Of 183 ballot ai the Piper Bravo platform - 


Nigel Stapleton: Electronic 
publishing could be costly 

to reduce the currently heavy 
share price. 

Mr Stapleton also warned 
thar recent impressive increas- 

held C badMty thePcost of ex- 
panding the company’s moves 
into electronic publishing. 

■ He said a fifth of Reed’s rev- 
enues came from electronic 
information dissemination such 
as services provided to Ameri- 
can lawyers by its successful re- 
cent acquisition, Lexis-Netis, 
and the company had set a 
medium-term target of 35 to 40 
percent. 

During the year there was a 
3.6 percentage point improve- 
ment in operating margin to 
253 percent. 

Investment column, page 20 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

Evidence emerged yesterday 
that unions are drawing up hit 
lists of companies in anticipa- 
tion of “union -friendly" legis- 
lation to be passed by a Labour 
government. 

Union officials are targeting 
individual organisations and 
industrial sectors in preparation 
for the introduction of a law en- 
forcing recognition where more 
than 50 per cent of employees 
vote for ft. 

The MSF white collar union 
yesterday announced its inten- 
tion to “organise" employees in 
the North Sea oil industry. 
Roger Spillcr, the union's 
national offshore secretary, 
pointed out that BP. Conoco. 
Mobil and Marathon were all 
resisting recognition but were 
now the subject of a new cam- 
paign by MSF. 

The union also claimed yes- 
terday that it had won negoti- 
ating rights at Elfs North Sea 
subsidiary after a 99.4 per cent 
vote in favour of recognition in 


a ballot organised by concilia- 
tion service Acas. Of 183 ballot 
papers issued. 159 returned 
votes in favour of union rights, 
with one spoiled paper and 
none againsL It was the first rote 
taken in advance of Labour leg- 
islation and could mean that 
other ballots will be held else- 
where in advance of the law be- 
ing passed and to avoid any 
possible litigation. 

Roger Lyons, general secre- 
tary of MSF, said the vote was 
also held as a result of an ini- 
tiative taken by the works coun- 
cil, set up under European law. 

Representatives from France 
and Sweden on the council 
backed the idea of a ballot 
among British employees oo the 
grounds that the company 
should have a “democratic at- 
titude" to all its employees 
irrespective of nationality. 

The latest issue of MSF Re- 
port, the union's journal, points 
out that the vote for recognition 
was achieved despite Elfs in- 
sistence that offshore workers 
did not want to be represented 
by a union. The union however 


now argues that Elf employees 
ai the Piper Bravo platform - 
sister to Piper Alpha where 
more than 160 workers were 
killed in an explosion - together 
with colleagues at the Claymore 
and Saltire rigs had now secured 
full union rights. 

An Elf spokeswoman said 
yesterday that the union would 
still have to prove that half or 
more of employees were fully 
paid-up members of MSF. “It is 
one thing to vote for recogni- 
tion. quite another to be a 
union member." she said. 

Mr Spiiler said the union 
would be stepping up its cam- 
paign elsewhere in the sector 
where British unions had con- | 
sistently failed to secure a 
foothold. It is understood the 
.Amalgamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union is also target- 
ing the offshore industry in a 
campaign to win negotiating 
rights. 

Mr Lyons said the union in- 
tended to take “full advantage" 
of the new atmosphere which 
would be created by a Labour 
government. 
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Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Barclays finally drew a line 
under one of its most disastrous 
loans yesterday after it sold 
Imrv. the property developer it 
has owned by default since the 
company's collapse in 1991. 
During the dark days of the re- 
cession Irory came to symbol- 
ise Barclays' hubris in becoming 
the biggest lender of any high 
street bank lo the previously 
high-living property sector. 

Imry. which owns the Shires 
shopping centre in Leicester, 
was acquired yesterday by 
Dutch property company Ro- 
daraco for £249m. The deal fol- 
lows weeks of speculation which 
had paired Imry with Ellion 
Bemerd's ChelsOeld and Cap- 
ital shopping centres. 

Both companies already own 
shopping centres, widely viewed 
as the property sector's holiest 
assets, but are understood to 
have been unprepared to enter 
a bidding war with Rodamco. 
The deal is the first UK acqui- 
sition for the Dutch company 
which launched an unsuccess- 
ful till at Hammerson in 1989. 

Barclays has always made 
clear it was holding Imry solely 
for the purpose of selling it once 
the property market recovered. 
Banks that inherit property 
companies- bv default during re- 
cessions have gained the repu- 
tation for selling those 
unwanted assets at the bottom 
of the market after rashly lend- 
ing to them at the peak of the 
previous boom. 

Barclays attempted to buck 
that trend by restructuring the 
company in 1992 to allow- its 
management to operate it out 
of recession. 

Imry is Barclays" most spec- 
tacular property disaster, hav- 
ing cost it £240m in provisions 


to date. In 19S9. the bank 
financed a £3 14m takeover of 
the quoted company by Mar- 
ketchief, a vehicle backed by 
Eagle Star. Development St 
Realisation Trust, Prudenrial- 
Bache and Wolfgang Stolzen- 
berg. a private investor. 
Barclays provided loans of more 
than £200m to support the ven- 
ture. Then, in June 1991. the 
bank's exposure was doubled in 
a restructuring to about £42Um. 

Id early 3993 Barclays re- 
vealed bad debt provisions of 
£2.5bn. including £1 bn to cover 
its ambitious foray into com- 
mercial property during the 
previous five years. The prop- 
erty boom of the late 19SOs was 
backed by more than £40bn of 
bank debt and Barclays, of all 
the clearing banks, was the 
heaviest lender. 

It provided large corporate 
loans to high-profile and 
aggressive properly develop- 
ers. such as Olympia & York, 
Spcyhawfc and Imiy. much of ii 
at the peak of the boom. 

Barclays excelled at what is 
known as" relationship banking, 
and hacked such individuals as 
Gerald Ronson. of Heron In- 
ternational. Speyhawfc's Trevor 
Osborne and Martin Myers at 
Imry. The rationale was that 
these men were talented busi- 
nessmen and would make mon- 
ey for themselves and for 
Barclays. 

A spokesman yesterday said 
there was no danger of Barclays 
repeating the mistakes of the 
1 980s, claiming it had sophisti- 
cated. computerised risk-as- 
sessment systems to prevent 
foolhardy' lending. Since 1992 
there has been a 37 per cent re- 
duction in the size of Barclays' 
property lending book, which 
now accounts for 7.6 per cent 
of total lending compared with 
12.2 per cent four years ago. 
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business 


Reed achieves impressive margins Telewest looks 


Yeslcrday's 17p fall in Reed Inter- 
national s share price to 1 156.5p might 
be seen as a pretty churlish reaction to 
a 12 per cent rise in profits from 
continuing operations, yet another 
rise in the publishing group’s trading 
margin to an impressive 25.5 per cent 
and a flawless conversion of profits into 
the hard cosh that Ls the lifeblood of 
any business. 

The 11 per cent rise in headline pre- 
tax profits to £805 m was at the bottom 
end of analysts' expectations, but It rep- 
resents an enviable progression from 
the £4S5m achieved five years ago. 
Earnings per share of 56.2p rose from 
last year's 51. 7p and the dividend rose 
in line with profits to 27 Jp. 

The fall reflected two concerns. 
First, that the relentless increase in 
Reed International's reLum on sales is 
reaching a plateau. Second, that the 
recent strength of sterling twill hit 
profits, especially in the first half of this 
year. 

Both worries are real, but they 
should not distract from the underlying 
strength of Reed's dull, but increasingly 
powerful, portfolio of printed and 
electronic products. 

Four years ago, Reed was making 20 
per cent on its sales and boldly set out 
its stall to increase that to 25 per cent 
within five years. It has reached that 
benchmark early thanks to careful 
pruning of its lower-margin products, 
a focus"on the higher return activities 
and cost -cult iag. 

Plainly, with returns of more than 40 
percent in scientific journals and only 
15 per cent in what remains of Reed’s 
consumer products there remains 
scope for rebalancing the margin mix 
upwards. The company is open, 
however, about the depressing effect 
on margins that continuing invest- 
ment in the transition to electronic 
delivery of information will entail. 
Tire days of year in, year out margin 
growth are over. 

The nick now is to grow the top line, 
which means more of the organic 
growth that characterised last year and 
an acceleration of the acquisitions 
that have already involved Reed spend- 
ing £450m in the past year or so. With 
net borrowings of £200m. interest cover 
of 1 7 limes and free cash flow Jast year 
of £3QQm Reed is blessed with an 
awesome war chest if it can find the 
right company at the right price. 

What Reed really needs is to find 
another Lexis-Nexis to buy. The US 
publisher of legal information saw 
margins rise another 3 percentage 
points to 23 percent, more than twice 
the return it was making when acquired. 
A 10 per cent rise in sales led to an 
impressive 29 per cent profits rise. 

On the basis of slightly downgraded 
profits this year of about £865m, the 
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shares trade on a prospective price- 
earnings ratio of 19. That’s a hefty 
premium to the market, which, despite 
Reed's high quality of earnings, is 
barely warranted by the rate of profits 
growth. Hold. 

Aerospace 
takes off at TI 

TI has been one of Britain’s few 
candidates in the engineering industry 
worth the title “world class”. Few in the 
sector can boast the seals- to-landing 
gear group’s six-year record of consis- 
tent underlying profits growth and 12 
years' of dividend increases, achieved 
under veteran chairman Sir Christopher 
Lewinton. Yesterday's figures, boring 
in their predictability, continued that 
trend, showing all parts of the business 
firing on ail cylinders. 

The 1 6 per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £21 Lm before £21. lm of net excep- 
tional gains from the disposal of four 
small engineering operations looks 
highly respectable. 

TFs market leadership shone 
through in the results of its John 


Crane and Bundy operations, hi the 
former. Crane’s world-wide reach is 
allowing rt to cash in on the increasing 
demand by customers for single sup- 
pliers. It has signed up 50 partnership 
agreements so far, including six this 
year. The underlying 13 per cent 
growth in profits to £97 m was ahead 
of both a flat market for its process 
industry customers and its own sales 
increase. 

Meanwhile, Bundy shrugged off flat 
or falling automotive markets in North 
America and Europe to record a 13 per 
cent underlying uprat to profits of £79m 
last year. That gives confidence that it 
will continue to prosper in the s imilar 
markets expected for 1997. 

This year will see the first real 
contribution from Forsheda. the 
Swedish polymer engineering company 
controversially acquired by TI in 
November for £189m. That could chip 
jn£14tn to £1 5m in 1997, according to 
Hoare Govett. 

But the main stoiy this year should 
be the aerospace side. Much criticised 
for overpaying for Dowty in 1992, that 
business is storming ahead on the back 
of the doubling and tripling of aero- 
plane orders at Boeing and Airbus last 
year. Worth up to S2m a time for 


Dowty, that adds up to around £5 00m 
ofbuaness for the group and the orders 
are still rolling in. 

Another £220m or so of bolt-on 
acquisitions will keep the pot boiling 
this year, even if currency could 
represent a £5m to £7m hit according 
to Hoare Govett. 

On that broker's forecast of £23 8m, 
the shares, up 12p at 576p, stand on a' 
forward multiple of 17. A firm hold. 
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Iceland moves 
to warm hearts 


Just as Trafalgar House revealed it was 
a busted flush when it mounted a 
desperate bid for Northern Electric, so 
Iceland confirmed its core frozen food 
business was in deep trouble when it 
tried to buy Littlewoods’ chain of high 
street department stores 18 months ago 
for £450m. Norway’s Kvaeraer even- . 
tualJy pul Trafalgar House out of its 
misery. But poor old Iceland has had 
to limp along alone, unloved and 
lowly rated. 

Since the Littlewoods bid, Iceland’s 
share price has halved as a comb in a- . 
lion of price wars. late openings and 
loyalty card launches saw like^for-Eke . 
sales growth in the fiercely competitive 
food retail market virtually grind to a 
halL 

Such has been Iceland’s frosty re- 
ception in the City that Malcolm 
Walker, the chairman and chief exec- 
utive, considered following in Alan 
Sugar and Anita Roddick’s footsteps 
by attempting to take the company 
private. 

The consensus among analysts yes- 
terday was that the latest wheeze - a 
35 per cent capital consolidation - will 
do little to address the issue of Iceland's 
long-term profitability. 

There is also concern about cost 
controls if Iceland’s move into home 
delivery proves as successful as trials 
suggest. 

At least the high level of debt 
incurred from the buy-back will chill 
Iceland’s instincts to make a do-or-die 
acquisition like littlewoods - gearing 
win rise to 130 per cent if the deal is 
approved. * 

But it also puts the pursuit of a 
progressive dividend policy into cold 
storage. The increased interest bill 
means pre-tax profits are likely to fall 
on Nat West's estimates to £49. Ira but 
the reduced number of shares in issue 
will enable earnings per share to 
advance 1&5 percent to l5-2p, implying 
a prospective price-earnings ratio of less 
than seven and a yield of 6JS per cent. 
On the face of it cheap, but no more 
than a hold. 


Chris Godsanark 

Business Correspondent - • 

' TfeJewest, the UK's largest cable 
operator, is exploring ways of 
expanding its recentiy.fonned 
partnership with the £5t>n 

CabfT& ‘Wir^^into'm^iae 
telephony in a move which 
conla ail across alliances in the 
industry. 

The discussions, which are 
understood to be at an early 
stage, are also thought to have 
.taken place with all four mobile 
networks aimed at launching a 
mobile phoneproduct which the 
two cable groups could market 
together as the distinction be- 
tween fixed arid mobile phones 
becomes increasingly blurred. 

The talks are sensitive: C&W 
already partners one of Tele- 
west's main shareholders, the 
American phone group US 
West, in One 2 One. the fourtb- 
largest mobile company. 

C&W has already pledged to 
include mobile telephony in its 
new cable company. C&W 
Communications (CWC), 
formed out of the merger of its 
Mercury subsidiary with two 
cable operators, Nynex Ca- 
bleComms and Bell Cableme- 
dia. So far C&W has kept 
investors guessing about 
whether One 2 One would be 
. brought, into the company. 
However the latest talks suggest 
both CWC and Tblewest may 
choose to work with a rival mo- 
bile company instead, with the 
possibility that Orange may 
emerge as the preferred candi- 
date. A source dose to the two 
partners explained “It has to be 
the best product One 2 One 
would have to demonstrate that 
it fulfils dial rote." . « 

The collaboration between 
Telewest and CWC already in- 
volves a digital cable television 
service, due to be launched to- 
wards the end of this year. 
They have already leapfrogged 
plans by BSkyB for ajdigital 
satellite channel by announcing 
'the first Sim hardware contract 




Exchequer ‘set 
to lose £ 18 m’ if 
duty-free ends 


BAT eyes life insurance targets 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

The duty-free industry contin- 
ued its light for survival yester- 
day with a new report claiming 
that the abolition of duty-free 
shopping in the European 
Union would reduce UK tax 
revenues, not increase them. 

The report, which was 
commissioned by the Duty 
Free Shopping Confederation, 
claimed that if the planned 
abolition of duty-free shopping 
went ahead in 1999 it would 
cost the UK government £18m 
a year in lost Lax revenue. 

It said only 15-25 per cent of 
current expenditure on tax-free 
liquor and tobacco would 
continue after the abolition, 
yielding annual duty and VAT re- 
turns of £ 1 31m to the Exchequer. 

But against that the report 
said tax returns would be hit by 
lower corpora Lion tax from the 
LHC drinks and tobacco industry 
whose profits would be hit. 
There would also be an impact 
from lower income tax and 
national insurance contribu- 
tions from the jobs it claims 
would be Iosl 

Guinness estimates that up 10 
70d jobs could be lost in the 
Scotch whisky industry alone. 

The report said the end of the 
industry would encourage con- 
sumers to switch from products 


VOIR ONE-STOP BROKERAGE 
FOR THE WORLD’S FUTURES, 
OPTIONS AND FOREX MARKETS 

Liririco 

Ki- ubicU In flK SF^ 


with a high UK-manufactured 
content, such as Scotch, to 
goods with lower UK content. 
It also predicted that duty-paid 
sales would switch from the UK 
to other EU countries where 
duty rates are lower. 

Lord Rees, chairman of the 
Duty Free Confederation and 
a former chief secretary to the 
Treasury, said: “This study 
shows that duty-free and tax- 
free shopping is hardly a bur- 
den to the taxpayer. We hope 
the Government will look at the 
duty-free issue afresh in the light 
of the findings of the study.” 

This seemed unlikely yester- 
day judging by the response 
from the Customs & Excise de- 
partment: “We will look at the 
report but the Government's po- 
sition remains the same. There 1 
will be a transitional period for 
duty-free shopping which start- . 
ed in 1993 and will run until 
1999. After that, it will end." 

Though the duty-free shop- j 
ping industry is fighting its 
corner, most insiders admit it is 1 
a lost cause. Unless overturned, 
duty and tax-free shopping will 
be abolished for passengers 
travelling between EU countries 
from 30 June 1999. 

The industry is worth £lbn a 
year in the UK and £4bn across 
the EU. It is estimated 30 mil- 
lion consumers take advantage 
of duty-free each year in the UK. 


Magnus Grimortd 

BAT Industries has considered 
buying the life insurance com- 
panies National Provident 
Institution, National Mutual 
Life or Scottish Equitable to 
beef up its provision of finana'ai 
services products to independent 
finan cial advisers (IFAs). 

The company identified the 
three groups last year as part of 
plans to shore up its main Ea- 
gle Star brand in the pensions 
market But the tobacco to in- 
surance giant is understood to 
have later cooled to. this acqui- 
sition-led policy after market re- 
search showed IFAs were 
keener to deal with investment 
managers than life offices. The 
group has also been put offby the 
high value of around £2bn cur- 
rently being put upon Scottish 
Amicable by competing offers for 
the mutual insurance group. 


The three target groups are 
named in a strategic review 
drafted by BAT in the run-up 
to the launch last July of British 
American Financial Services, 
the umbrella under which the 
insurance to fund management 
operations are now grouped. 
That saw BAX headed by Mar- 
tin Broughton, the chief exec- 
utive, unveil plans to use its 
Threadneedie fund manage- 
ment Operation to spearhead its 
attack on the IFA market. The 
first retail funds under the 
Threadneedie name are due to 
be launched in the third quar- 
ter, with a range of unit crusts. 

Michael Prideaux. head of 
public affaire at BAX said he 
could not comment on informa- 
tion that had been “improperly 
obtained". He went on: “British 
American Financial Services has 
ambitions in the IFA sector, 
there is no secret about that. The 


IFA sector is the fastest growing 
part of the market, where we are 
under-represented. We have 
got some quite interesting plans 
for dealing with that Whether 
an acquisition forms part of that 
or not remains to be seen." 



The risks of overpaying in that 
area were readily apparent, he 
said. They remained interested 
in a bull ding society he added, 
“but it is not worth paying a 
great price to get into Che busi- 
ness* you can end up getting big- 
ger, but not necessarily better.” 

Late last year it was report- 
ed that BAX had been kt talks 
to merge its Eagle Star and Al- 
lied Dimbarinsnrance.operations 
with Commercial Union as a pre- 
lude to demerging the financial 
services business. Those talks ap- 

mauy in the City beUeve'^BAT 
may still be on the look out for 


Martin Broughton: Aimingto 
shore up Eagle Star brand 


to BARS, prior to spinning it off. 
Splitting the group in two is seen 
as a way of dealing with the 
growing clamour for the tobac- 
co side to settle .the Icmg-nmniiig 
court battles oyer smoking- 
related diseases m the US. 


ICL turnaround ‘disappointing’ 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

ICL, the computer giant, yes- 
terday admitted the scale of its 
financial turnaround since the 
sale of its manufacturing oper- 
ations last year had been dis- 
appointing. Keith Todd, ICLs 
chief executive, also reaffirmed 
his commitment to float the 
company on the stock market 
before 2000. 

The results followed ICLs 
latest bout of restructuring un- 


der the 90 per cent ownership 
of Japanese electronics giant 
Fujitsu. 

A five-point plan to boost 
profitability included selling the 
manufacturing business, D2D, 
to a Canadian company and 
shifting ICLs focus towards 
consultancy and service activi- 
ties. The upheaval was softened 
by a rights issue raising £200m. 

Yesterday Mr Tbdd said the 
transformation of ICL was com- 
plete but argued the revenues 
streams from large new con- 


tracts would not appear in vol- 
ume until 1998-99. A £ibn con- 
tract with the Post Office to 
introduce electronic soda! se- 
curity benefits payments would 
net an estimated £200m in ad- 
ditional revenues. 

ICLs sates last year shrank by 
almost £200m to £2.92bo, re- 
flecting the sale of businesses. 
Losses before tax dropped 
sharply from £188 Jm in 1995 to 
£2.5 m. However the improve- 
ment came largely because the 
impact of the restructuring 


process was concentrated on the 
1995 results, with a£151.5m ex- 


ICLs operating profits fell last 
year by £6. 7m to £25 ,2m. Mr 
Tbdd said profit margins were 
still just 1 per cent, compared 
with the group's internal target 
of 6 per cent 

The results came asMrTodd 
outlined a bold new vision for 
ICL in partnership with Fujit- 
su to market an Internet-based 
product which would link com- 
puter users around the world. 


Publisher plays down bid talk 
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Magnus Grhnond 

Midland Independent Newspa- 
pers, publisher of the Birmingiam 
Post, yesterday played down the 
bid rumours which have buoyed 
the company’s share price re- 
cently, saying it had not received 
any serious approaches. 

Chris Oakley, the chief ex- 
ecutive, described the sugges- 
tions as just speculation. “I 
read it with interest. We have 
not bad bids from anybody." 

The shares, which have only 
briefly risen above their 140p 
offer price in 1992, have been 
a strong market of late on 
hopes of a bid from Mirror 
Group, part owners of The 

Independent, 

They were up another 5p to 
155p yesterday after the group 


unveiled a 5 per cent rise in 
underlying profits to £16.6m. 

Mr Oakley suggested much of 
the speculation had come from 
the group's Live cable television 
joint venture in Birmingham 
with Mirror Group. Midland 
revealed it had lost £327,000 on 
its share of the operation last 
year, taking its total invest- 
ment so far to £487,000. But Mr 
Oakley claimed the station’s 
local news was now more pop- 
ular than rivals CNN, Sky News 
and MTV and said it was on tar- 
get to make profits by 1999. 

In newspapers, a poor per- 
formance in die first half which 
led to a profits warning in June 
was almost reversed in the 
second six months, leaving op- 
erating profits from the division 
down just £515,000 at £J6.9m. 


Mr Oakley credited the turn- 
around on the sale of under- 
performing titles in Nottingham 
and Leicester, the acquisition of 
10 weekly titles in the sur- 
roundings of Birmingham and 
better market conditions. 
Newsprint, which had soared to 
£550 a tonne, ended the year 
nearly £100 lower, while ad- 
vertising had picked up as the 
year wore on, he suggested. 

The group figures were flat- 
tered by the inclusion of the 
first full year of Inside Com- 
munications, tbe magazine 
publisher acquired midway 
through 1995, which saw its 
contribution grow from £1.3m 
to £3.6m. 

The total dividend rises S per 
cent to 3.8p, including a final 
payment of i5p. 
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Sticking together: Stephen Davidson is looking for a more 
coherent approach he believes was previously lacking 


with a US electronics group to 
make the set-top boxes which 
will enable viewers to access 
more than 100 channels. 

Stephen Davidson, ’telewest’s 
chief executive, declined to give 
details of the latest exploratory 
talks, but said: ‘[We are looking 
at a raft of individual matters on 
which it makes sense to co-op- 
erate. It provides a platform for 
a more cohesive approach 
winch has sometimes been lack- 
ing in the cable industry in the 
past” 

Telewest yesterday revealed 
a 52 per cent rise in revenues 


last year to £2903m and dis- 
closed that it broke even for the 
first time in 1996 before in- 
cluding the heavy depredation 
and interest costs associated!, . 
. with building the network. 

Investment during 1996 was 
.£515.6m, taking the total out- 
lay so far to jh.7bn with 65 per 
cent of the network built. Mr 
Davidson predicted Telewest 
would spend a similar amount 
this year. 

The extra spending pushed 
overall pre-tax losses to 
£249.9m, compared with 
£1 14.7m in 1995. 


In Bkdef ; . . ' . .... . . : . 

BP productivity drive ahead of target 

British Petroleum said its productivity drive was boosting 
profitability fester than expected, following the group's 30 per 
cent increase in profits and dividends last year. John Browne, chief 
executive, said last year’s target to improve underlying earnings 
by $1.5bn (£940m) by the end of the decade would be achievi , 
a year earlier than originally planned., : 

He said: “Wjiiow believe we can deliver at least another S300m 
of improvement this year.” Mr Browne also pledged to speed up 
growth of BP's ml production, which could readi 2J> million barrels 
of oil and gas a day within the nest decade, a rise of a million 
barrels a day from current levels. 

Announcing the discovery of two major new fields, off 
Australia and Angola, he said the plan to raise production by 5 
per cent a year to 2000 would continue for a frill decade. He also 
said that BP would invest $5.6bn this year, mostly on exploration 
and production. 

Auctions planned for index-linked gilts 

In the next step in its programme to reform the gilts market, the 
Government announced yesterday that it will move to a program^ 
of auctions for index-linked gflts as soon as feasible. It will also 
aim to inorease the share of index-linked gilts in tbe total issued 
to a fifth, up from 15 per cent Angela Knight, Economic Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, said the move represented a ‘"further 
improvement in the transparency of the borrowing programme". 
Following on the development of the gilt repo market and the gilt 
strips market due to start in the autumn. 

The Bank of England wfll start consultations on the mtW. lmif^ 
gilt auction programme later this year, when there will be 
deuce from the US experiment in issuing index-linked Treas3& 
bonds as to how.it might work. The Government’s financing 
requirement - redemptions phis the expected public sectoL 
boreowing requirement - will be just under £40bn in 1997/98, 
which National Savings wfll contribute around £3 bn and gilt sales 

Nursing Home issues bond 

Nursing Home Properties launched a £100m asset-backed bond 
offenn& recuritismg its property leases. The company said the 
|?j®ue will be made through Care Homes Nol subsidiary. Care 
Homes’ portfolio consists of leases on 39 nursing and reside n- 
tial homes. The homes were leased to 11 different care ooera- 
tors, it sakL Nafiftfest Markets structured and arranged the offerine. 
and is sole lead manager to the issue, which is for a term ofS 
y£3J5 ■ 
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Warburg’s reputation could be badly dented 


QQQEHQ 


"poor old SBC %ibuig. On the day it 
r~ aano ^ces bumper profits ft is also hit 
a a Secundes . and Futures 

investigation of its handling of a 
fwwn programme trade. This is not another 
“rogue trading", nor did it. 
involve ^Warburg’s in any significant jnone- 
t^y loss. But the loss to reputation could be 
qusdly significant, for what Warburg's 
sands accused of; rightly or wrongly, is delib- 
erately trying to disadvantage a client in an 

01 bllSlQtSS — Hio nrnorflmm* 


. . . — big programme trades 

n is one of the City’s market leaders. 
. The ■ 


week warning's executes anything up to 30 
big programme trades, where big lmes of 
stock are bought and traded out to the mar- 
ket, and n bids for a lot more. Last October 
it won the contract to sen off about £300m 
oi shares which were being disposed of as 
part of the liquidation of the Klemwori Ben- 
»n European Privatisation Trust (Kepit). 
Chents generally accept that the bank be 
allowed to hedge its position ahead of exe- 
outmg the trade. Chi this occasion, however, 
the hedging was so obvious that it alerted 
to the market to what was about to happen. 

Foul, yelled Kepit’s financial advisers 
Merrill Lynch, which accused Warburg's of 
delib erately smashing the prices down to its 
own advantage. Whether this was actually 
a case of premeditated price manipulation, 
or whether it is capable of a more generous 
interpretation, remains to be seen. This is 
one of the key questions the SEA is attempt- 


ing to address. Whatever the case, there are 
shades of the old "contracts for differ- 
ences" row here. The broader point of prin- 
- riple is whether securities houses should be 
allowed hedge their positions at all ahead of 
such large scale transactions. 

In time honoured fashion, Wizburg’s has 
moved to pre-empt whatever the SFA may 
do or say. Two traders have gone and the 
cheat, though not compensated, was even- 
tually given the sort of favourable prices he 
might nave expected aU along. 

In other words, everyone’s happy. Or are 
they? The statement accompanying War- 
burg’s results yesterday refers in terms to the 
bankas “active involvement in block trading, 
utilising our capital strength and distribution 
capability in service of our chents". What- 
ever the SFAs eventual findings on the Kepit 
incident, Warburg cannot emerge well. 
Whichever way you read ft, no client is going 
to do business with a company it believes 
might disadvantage its interests. 

The fact that this happens the whole time 
in markets, that practice of this sort is 
endemic among securities firms, doesn't 
really lessen the damage. Many people are 
going to look at the bumper profits and 
bonuses now being eamt in the Gty and 
t hink “now we know why". 


J jo w many times before have we heard 


CL, the once mighty computer giant, 
talk of new beginnings and successful trans- 
formations? It is only a slight exaggeration 


to say that ICL has had more upheavals than j savs. Well possibly, but is ICL real!) any 
British Leyland. British Steel, British Ship- ! better placed to succeed m this bravenew 
building and all the other corporate rescue world than its many up ana coming 

— The restructuring last year has done noth- 

ine to boost ICLs profitability- 
For ICL. that long sought after stock 


cases put together. 

"ICL nowhas no factories left," the latest 
man in the hot scat, Keith Todd proudly 
announced yesterday as he outlined yet 
another new dawn as a services, software and 
consulting organisation. This is a far cry from 
the 1960s when the UK's entire computer 
manufacturing capacity was pushed into a 
merger under the ambitious rule of Interna- 
tional Computers Limited by the then min- 
ister for technology, Tony Benn. For the fol- 
lowing two decades ICL became the very 
embodiment of the British disease - weak 
directionless management, poor marketing, 
underinvestment and tangential technology 
and product. 

The takeover by Fujitsu in 1990 was sup- 
posed to change all this, giving ICL the long- 
term commitment it bad so obviously lacked 
in the past. Bui the reality has been more 
of the same traditional British fudge. Sir 
Peter Bonfield managed to generate a rep- 
utation as the company's saviour. Yet just 
months after he went off to run British Tele- 
com ICL was in the throws of another huge 
internal restructuring drive. 

Selling off the hardware business, the lat- 
est big idea, has so far done little to answer 
the basic question: just what is ICL meant 
to be about? Mr Todd clearly has grand 
hopes for the Internet revolution. “We 
intend to be a leader in the new world." he 


market float is always three years away. 
Yes. there would be a stock market quote 
before the turn of the century, Mr Todd 

insisted. . . 

The last time ICL said there was a three 
vear time horizon on its float was - er - 
about three years ago. The odds are that Mr 

Todd, or his successor, will still be vainly wait- 
ing well into the next nutienmum. 


Jn two years time the dastardly bureaucrats 


_in Brussels plan to do away with one of 
the few remaining pleasures available to red- 
blooded, red-skinned Englishmen - their 


inalienable right to stock up with duty-free 
henze and faes on the way bac 


booze and fags on the way back home from 
holiday in some sun-drenched continental 
location. _ . , 

Not suprisingly. the Duty Free Confed- 
eration, a motley crew of airport, ferry and 
airline operators, drinks companies and 
duty-free shops, are not very keen on the 
idea. Now they have hired their own con- 
sultants, National Economic Research 
Associates, sent them away with their 
spread sheets and economic impact mod- 


els and come up with the startling finding 
e abolition of duty free, f; 


that the 
boosting Government receipts. 


ar from 
will result 


in a net loss to the Exchequer of £18m a 
year. 

According to the research, the increased 
duty and tax yielded through abolition will 
be more than offset by lower corporation 
and income taxes as travellers alter their 
spending habits, retailers lose sales and 
employees lose their jobs. Abolishing perks 
is never popular. But duty free is a perk 
available only to the overseas traveller and 
a perk, moreover, directed mainly ai ihe 
Brils - we account for a quarter of all duty- 
free sales a year. 

If the Duty Free Confederation is con- 
cerned about loss Of tax revenues and jobs 
then it would be far better employed cam- 
paigning for a lowering of duty paid. The 
duty on a pint of beer is five-limes higher 
here than in France. Cotrecting that im- 
balance to a modest extent would boost 
sales, preserve jobs and. at a pinch, might 
even be tax positive, quite apart from reduc- 
ing the temptation to go booze cruising 
across the Channel. 

The trouble is that the Duty Free Con- 
federation will never lobby for such a tax har- 
monisation because it is not in the interests 
of its members who benefit massively and 
disproportionately from the current duty- 
free arrangements. The Duly Free Confer- 
ation will continue to bang "the drum right 
up to 30 June 1999 but it should be resisted. 
Why should other taxpayers continue to sub- 
sidise the fares of European air and sea trav- 
ellers in ihis way? 



Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


There was relief for manufac- 
turers yesterday as sterling 
dived more tban_three pfennigs 
against the mart to its lowest 
level since early February. The 
drop followed remarks by 
Howard Davies, Deputy Gov- padded by 03 per cent in Jan- 
ernor of the Bank of England, uary, taking its annua] growth 


Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, said in a 
speech , last night that sterling 
posed a dilemma over interest 
rates, but he repeated the Bank’s 
view that a “moderate” rise was 
needed to slow domestic 
demand. 

Manufacturing output ex- 


wbo said financial markets were 
expecting a fall in the pound. 

New figures yesterday 
showed that the slow recovery 
in manufacturing continued in 
January with no sign the strong 
pound had hit output anyway. 


up to L6 per cent. Output is now 
rising at the £s 


Manufacturing output 







i fastest rate for more 
- than a year. 

. Tbtal industrial output, which 
also includes electricity, gas and 
water. North Sea production 
and mining, was flaL But itsyear- 

OT^^^sators which rely 
most on exports - engineering, 
cars and ch e micals -showed no 
signs of exchange rate damage. 

“These numbers show little 
evidence at this stage that the 
stronger pound has hit the 
export competitiveness of 
British industry,” said Edmund 
Nonis, an economist at NIkko. 

Martin Brookes at Goldman 
Sachs said sureeys pointed to 
another jump in manufacturing 
output last month. “Strong 
domestic demand has had an 
offsetting effect,” be said. 

Recent surveys have, however. 



Going down: Howard Davies, of the Bank of England, said 
markets were indicating a future decline in sterling's value 


pointed to a slowdown in the 
growth of export orders despite 
the feet that exporters have re- 
duced their prices m a bid to 
overcome the impact of the 
strong pound. The Purchasing 
M an agers’ Index showed export 
orders barely increasing, lead- 
ing some City everts to predict 
that manufacturing industry wilj 
remain fragile. 

The Office for National 
Statistics bad revised down out- 
put growth at the end of last 
year. The full year’s increase in 
industrial production was re- 
vised up by 0.1 per cent to 13 


per cent, but the increase in the 
fourth i 


i quarter wa$ revised down 
from 0.9 per cent to 0.6 per cent 


“That might be enough to take 
the estimate of GDP growth 
from just above trend to its 
trend level,” said John O'Sulli- 
van at NatWest Markets. 

The size of the quarterly rise 
in GDP has been one of the de- 
risive factors for interest rates. 
Revised figures for the fourth 
quarter are due before Kenneth 
Clarke and Mr George are due 
to hold what could be their last 
monetary meeting on 10 April. 

Mr Clarke has also used the 
strength of sterling to justify 
turning down the Bank’s advice 
to raise interest rates. The 
pound ended at DM2.7134, 
compared with the previous 
day’s close of DM2.7377. 



stakeholding 




Patrick Toober 


4 



Three media groups- Granada, 
Pearson and Pathe afFrance- 
yesterday sold a l J. per cent 
stake in BSkyB, reducing their r 
holding in the sateffite operator 
to 12.8 per cent. : _ . 

BSB Holdings, the vehicle 
for the BSkyB stake, said it bad 
no intention of selling any more 
BSkyB shares and that Grana- 
da, Pfcaisoa and Palhfi would not 

sell any more shares for 60 days. 

“Ifs" just a tidying up exercise, 
said a spokesman for BSBH. 

But analysts insisted the 
move cleared the way for Fear- 
son, which is busy shuffling its 
television interests since the 
arrival of new chief executive 
Majorie Scardino this year, to 


make a final exit from BSkyB. 

The three media companies 
plan to use the tax benefits from 
the sale to buy the 6 per cent of 
BSBH they do not already own. 

The sale price was not dis- 
closed, though the 19-5 million 
shares sold to BZW for placing 
with institutional investors 
T wouWbe worth just over £l 23m 
at BSkyB's closing share price 
o£632p, down lp. 

. The biggest beneficiary from 
the proposed restru during will 

beLondon Merchant Securities 
the property and investment 
group. LMS said the plaits 
would result in it realising not 
less than £62m in the summer 
for its entire investment in 
BSBH, co mpare d with a current 
boolcvahie of £8.1m. 


Other shareholder in BSBH, 
including Lord Ho Hicks United 
News & Media will receive 
about £4m from the deal. 

Following the sale, BSBH 
will own 220.6 mlllkJn shares in 
BSkyB, representing about 123 
percent 

Pearson sold its 9.75 per cent 
stake in BSkyB almost two 
years ago, but stfll retains an in- 
direct holding of 43 per cent 
through BSBH worth £467m. 

Analysis said that having re- 
solved the problem of minority 
shareholders in BSBH, Pearson 
now had to find a way of avoid- 
ing a massive capital gains tax bill 
which would be incurred from 
selling tbe rest (rfis BSkyB stake. 

In 1995 the High Court dis- 
missed a £170m claim by LMS 



Gerry Robinson: Will not sell 
more shares for 60 days 


against four shareholders in the 
former British Satellite Broad- 
casting group over the terms of 
its merger with Rupert Mur- 
doch’s Sky group to hum BSkyB 
LMS had claimed the merger 
terms were unfair to minority 
shareholders. BSkyB is now 40 
per cent owned by Mr Mur- 
doch’s News Corporation. 
Gerry Robinson's Granada and 
Pathe also hold direct stakes. 


Wine drinkers toast HK budget 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 




If there a one absolutely dear 
mesage isguch emerges from 
yesterday’s Hong Kong budget 
it k let diem drink wine. Donald 
Tsang. the colony’s Boandal 
secretly, revealed that the gov- 
ernmentcoffers were seriously 
awash jwlh cash but he was 
proposaeto gjve little away ac- 
cept to wine drinkers wh o wm 
benefftfromaculin duty from 
90 to {©percent. 

The generosity temg shown 


needle who apparently bug him 
at trainer parties with concerns 

over high wine duties. Mr "Bang 

said this was the “one issue 
which has plagued me more 
than most” . , 

That wifl be news to the many 
soda! welfare organisations who 
fen to understand v*y aiwenue 
ulus ofHK$15dbn (£!3bn) 


This is an infinitely greater 
sum than was ever expected. 

A Sino-British agreement 


than nine times higher than the 
forecast amount of HK$1.6bn, 

mainly because soaring property 
prices and a buoyant stock mar- signed in 1991 required the 
ket have yielded far hi gher -titan- departing colonial government 
expected revenues from stamp to ensure that just HK$25bn was 


more generously in their direc- 


tion. Huang Chen-ya, the eco- 
nomics spokesman for the 
Democratic Early, said the bud- 

ast meant that the ririi wwild be 

able “to-drink red wine but the 
pock- will hot have enough mon- 
ey for their very living”. 

The budget surplus was more 


Al Hong Koqg people drink wine, 
T with, tire possible exception or 
tfrefmaodai secretary, and the 


duty. Government land sales 
also made a higher-than-antic- 
ipated contribution while 
capital spending failed to ma- 
terialise at expected levels. 

The net result of the growing 
surplus and accumulation of 
government reserves means the 
Hong Kong government will 
have total reserves of some 
HKS359bn (£29bn) to hand 
over to the incoming Chinese 
ad minis tration which assumes 
power in Jiily. 


left in the reserves to be be- 
queathed to the incoming ad- 
ministration. Mr Tsang has 
revealed that this amount wifi 
be exceeded by more than 14 

times. 

Little wonder therefore that 
Chinese officials fully endorsed 
the last budget delivered under 
British sovereignly and the first 
devised in consultation with 
China, although Mr T5ang de- 
nied that China changed any of 
the plans laid in Hong Kong. 
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Rentokil barely delivers on 
20 per cent growth promise 


Clifford German 


Sir Clive Thompson, chief ex- 
ecutive of the fast-growing Ren- 
tokil Initial industrial services 
group, has only just managed to 
keep his promise of delivering 
20 per cent annual earnings 
growth. The company’s latest 
results, released yesterday, 
showed that earnings per share 
advanced by 203 per cent last 
year, but only with the aid of the 
takeover of arch-rival BET 
Profits in the businesses rose 
by only 9 per cent in 1996, which 
Sir Clive attributed to the costs 
of integrating the two compa- 
nies and UDquantified costs of 
business lost and savings missed 
through management's time 
being diverted to the process of 
integrating BET 
However, he admitted that 
even without these distractions 
that earnings growth would 
have fallen short of the 20 per 
cent promise - being some- 


where between 17 and 19 per 
cent. 

Turnover in the enlarged 
business rose from £8?4tn to 
£14bn, but profits before tax 
grew by a more sedate 48 per 
cent to £318m - which is a re- 
flection of the lower operating 
margins at BET’S businesses. 
The net dividend goes up in line 
with earnings to 5.06p. 

The exisiting Rentokil oper- 
ations increased turnover by 15 
percent io£1.01bn and profits 
by just 9 per cent to £233m. 


iroup pre-tax profits were in 


«Pl 

line with expectations and the 



BET businesses did better than 
expected, but the poor per- 
formance of the original busi- 
nesses sent the shares down 
425p to 4153p. 

BET'S profit contribution 
was £84.6m in eight months 
after charging £3 lm of interest 
on the cash element of the cost 
of buying the company. Its 
profit margins edged up from 


Sir Clive Thompson: Costs 
of integration hit profits 


8.2 to 8.7 per cent. The actual 
costs of the integration process 
are included in exceptional 
costs of £l6.4m. which also 
cover the effect of the stronger 
pound. 

Geographically the acquisi- 
tion made little difference to the 
spread of business, although the 


contributions from North 
America increased slightly. By 
sector, hygiene and cleaning re- 
mained the biggest single divi- 
sion generating close to 40 per 
cent of profits from 30 per cent 
of group turnover. The acqui- 
sition of BET improved the con- 
tribution from plant and 
distribution and personnel ser- 
vices at the expense of pest con- 
trol. the original core of the 
Rentokil business 25 years ago. 
Turnover and profits in that de- 
partment showed little change 
last year and it now contributes 
20 per cent of profits but (ess 
than 10 percent of turnover. 

On prospects, the company is 
adamant that the setback in the 
original businesses is temporary 
id the group is back on course 


ani 


to rebuild margins in the on- 
going business and to make fur- 
ther improvements in the BET 
businesses and to deliver a 20 


per cent improvement m earn- 
ings in 1997. 
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market report / shares 


Cadbury on a high as fears of US mauling evaporate 


FFSEIOO 

4422.5 -21.8 

FTSE250 
4725.1 -4.3 

FTSE350 
2185.4 -8.9 

SEAQ VOLUME 
929.1m shares, 
56,306 bargains 
Gilts index 

95.5 -0.27 


Share spotlight 


share prtra; pence 
570 — 

560 — Cadbury \ 
550 — Schwwes 


-• . ■■ :• ;; ,vr»; . 

M A M JJAS0N0JF M 


Cadbury Schweppes fizzed to 
a 12-month high as worries the 
soft drinks and sweets group 
was suffering a mauling in the 
US continued to fade. 

Last week's figures and ro- 
bust presentation has prompt- 
ed many to revise their view 
that the British giant is being 
squeezed unmercifully by the 
combined might of Coca-Cola 
and PepsiCo in the fiercely 
competitive American drinks 
market The shares rose 14_5p 
to 555p in busy trading, only 6p 
below their all-time high. They 
were down to 468.5p ahead of 
the results. 

Although there is a wide- 
spread suspicion Cadbury’s 
could be tempted into another 
big swallow, perhaps around 
the £2bn mark, the stock mar- 
ket has, it appears, drawn re- . 
assurance from indications 
from chief executive John Sun- 
derland that be is reluctant to 
indulge in any more share is- 
sues to finance expansion. 


The Cadbury share rush has 
also been helped by the in- 
evitable takeover speculation. 
With a near-£5.5bn capitalisa- 
tion there are not many possi- 
ble predators; Unilever, known 
to be on the take-over trail, and 
Swiss giant Nfstk could, how- 
ever, feature in any action. 

Enterprise Oil flared llip 
to 633.5p ahead of what are ex- 
pected to be exritiog results to- 
day which should confirm that 
the disasters of the abortive 
Lasmo takeover bid axe firm- 
ly behind it. 

But Enterprise, with an un- 
usually long round of analyst 
meetings scheduled, could be 
flexing its muscles for a return 
to the bid arena. 

The market is awash with ru- 
mours it will soon be tempted 
to use its cash pile for expan- 
sion. British Borneo Petroleum 
Syndicate, Cairn Energy and 
Monument Oil & Gas are 
among those regarded as pos- 
sible targets. But the word 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


from Enterprise was there was 
no chance of a bid accompa- 
nying today’s figures. 

BSkyB shaded to 632p as 
BZW placed 19.5 million 
shares with institutions at 628p. 
The deal will allow smaller 
shareholders in the satellite 
television group, such as Nest, 
to realise their stakes. Grana- 
da, Pa the and Pearson, with 
around 12.7 per cent through 
a vehicle called BSB. say they 
have no imm ediate intention 
of selling more BSkyB sh»re&- 

Rancnn gairw»ri 2p to 3Q3.5p 
as it managed to cling on its 
Footsie membership. Com- 
pass, the contract caterer 
which at one time looked likely 
to edge Hanson into the sup- 


porting FTSE 250 index rose 
3.5p to 719 Jp. 

Aigos, the catalogue retail- 
er, was the only casualty, as it 
lost its place to British Land. 
There was no celebration at 
British Land, off 9p at 54d-5p; 
Argos fell 5p to 6o4p. 

Footsie's six-day winning 
run came to an abrimt end. The 
index suffered a 2LS-points fall 
to 4,422.5 and the supporting 
index also lost ground, off 4J 
at 4,725.1. A raft of less than 
riveting company results 
helped take the edge off the 
proceedings. Thuung was 
again lively with turnover 
reaching 929.1 mfliinn shares. 

British Petroleum's analysts 
briefing left the shares Sp 


lower at 7Q2-5p but Cookson’s 
presentation enhanced its 
shares 3p l&247p. . . 

Guinness added 2-5p to 
47&5p; the price has frothed 
iip from 426p last month. The 
spirit to stout groupis due to 
present year’s' figures next, 
week; a modest 2 per bent in-, 
crease to around £95Sm is ex- 
pected with. ' the group a 
casualty of the strong pound 
and slu gg ish whisky markets. 

-There are suggestions that - 
phairman Tbny Greener is 
thinking in terms of doing] the 
splits — dividing (he group into 
stand-alone beer and spirit 
companies. Such a demerger, 
it is argued, would increase 
shareholder value.- The two ' 
other leading British spirit 
groups, Allied Domecq.and 
Grand Metropolitan, have al- 
ready rejected similar de- 
merger ideas. Break-tip talk 
also resurfaced at BAT Indus- 
tries, up Ip at 564 Jp. 

‘ Acorn Computer, on.re- 


newed talked more disc deals, 
rose I6p to 230,5p and Am- 
gtr«d, the , Ainu Sugar dec- . 
. Ironies vehicle .; was_ , little . 
changed ai 203.5p despite talk 
of niobfle telephone and digi- 
tal jelevisioa deals. ■" 

JKX-On & Gas. where Sr 
Robert Horton (ex-BF) is 
chairman, fell 9p - to 34 _5p, 
perikw^ dose to its 34p rights 
issue pace. The shares were, 
225p two years ago. 

Scotia, the drog!*gro*J|> r rik’, 
mained under pressure- fbl- 
; lowing Us diabetic chug 
srthack, faffing a farther 3Gp to 
“405p. Bat Slnda Diagnostic's 
rampant progress continued, 
•up another 6i5p to*717-5p. 

Iceland’s share buyback 
overcame a disappomtu^ 23 
per cent profit decline to Eft _• 
the shares 12p to/99_5p- 
’’ Campbell & Armstrong, the 
shopfitter, held at 6-25p. It has. 
acquired for a ooDxmalsumDF 
Retail Solutions winch brings 
with it sales of jE4ul 


Taking Stock 


OPrwnfcrBeaHfc. a paring 
highest feir ngmiy two years; 

die stoves 4p fad month 

hot toHdKdl% toejw 

agt The oectemai* stores 
frwn plans to reorganise r» 
important bat treaMesome - 
fr^ngrfbmrtc opaatiwis. There' 
• are also topes the . : 

formerly- caSed Acsis, has had 
a strong second hatf-yeac 

3springiwd I thelto*W f - 

rnmninrabyAdamPl^er *£■, 
riding near itshigh at 122.5p - 
anrfd hopes of farther expan- 
sion moves. Mr Page created : 
the old Midsummer Leisure. 

over after an arinw* 
nious battle. 

□Vfahferimm, the property 
grou p, has moved into off 
trading through * £5Jm 

share-exchange reverse take- - 
over of Tempo, a Swiss bad- 
ness. The shares are 
suspended at 24p. 
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air exchange is no robbery - it 
could be a new source of work 


P artita sitting in their 

offices surrounded b v 
computers or, more 
in Club class on a 

plane with their laptop open 

and a glass of champagne to 
hand, tend to focus on the 
glamorous aspects of our 
changing economy. 

It IS OOfiUUimiralronr . . 1 - _ _ 


the highly profitable 

- twoment mduscries, the op- 
portunities for ultra-educated 
and internationally mobile 
professionals, the global cap- 
ital flows, that attract all the at- 
tention. 

But these form only one 
■aspect of the fundamental 
changes that are taking place 
and the one that is probably 
°f least interest to most peo- 
ple. What they care about is 
where the jobs will be and 
now they will make a living. 
The majority is unfamiliar 
with the delights of business 
travel. 

There has been a vogue for 
dire predictions of future so- 
cial turmoil and upheaval as 
global capitalism puts in- 
creasing numbers out of 
work. The latest to fail victim 
to this fashion was none oth- 
er than the ultra-capitalist 
George Soros writing in the 
US magazine the Atlantic 
Monthly. 

The lesson of history is 
that this fashionable gloom is 
nonsense. In the 18th Centu- 
ry the Physiocrats, a group of 
French political economists, 
predicted disaster as manu- 
facturing took over from agri- 
culture. 

They argued that only agri- 
culture was productive be- 
cause seed generated a whole 
lot of new com, whereas man- 
ufacturing was sterile because 
it merely involved the pro- 
cessing of materials. The 
doomsters who see disaster in 
Lhe current economic trends 
will come to seem just as sil- 
ly as the Physiocrats. 

My assertion does, howev- ' 
er, demand an answer to the 
question about where, the 
jobs replacing all those dis- 


jJf. Ced W information tech- 
nology wffl be. The most au- 
thoritative employment 
forecasts come from the US 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

It sees two main sources of 
new work in future: the pro- 
* e *® 1 onal, high-flying and; 
and community, social and 
personal services". Many 
more people win be employed 
in this latter category, which 
covers a huge range of peo- 
ple-intensive services from 
teaching and nursing through 
security guards and cleaners 
to aromatherapists and per- 
sonal trainers. 

An important part of this 
expansion will turn out to be 
m what Americans q»h the 
“third sector” and Continen- 
tals the “social economy”. 
This sector has rather fuzzy 
boundaries. It includes char- 
ities and churches but also or- 
ganisations such as housing 
associations, which overlap 
with the public sector, and 
grassroots organisations such 
as credit unions. . 

One of the most promising 
avenues for the generatioo of 
jobs and income in the social 
economy takes the form of the 
local exchange trading system, 
or Lets. Essentially, a Lets 
scheme allows people in a 
given area to baiter goods and 
services. 

They can be seen as an ex- 
tension of the social bartering 
that most of us participate in 
- looking after fiiendr chil- 
dren, running errands for 
somebody who is ill, in the 
knowledge that the neigh- 
bourliness will be repaid if 
necessary. • . . 

Many of tiie . formal 
schemes in this country con- 
sist of a. computer bulletin 
board, describing the offers or 
requirements to trade, and an 
accounting system which' 
records. Lhe transactions and 
keeps credits and debits up to 
date. The buyer andseller ne- " 
gotjate a price between them. 
The units of account are an al- 
ternative form of money - 
“anchors' 1 in Greenwich, 
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The buyer 
and seller 
negotiate a 
price between 
them. The units 
of account are 
an alternative 
form of money 
- ‘anchors’ in 
Greenwich, 
‘strouds’ in the 
Gloucestershire 
town 


“strouds" in the town of the 
same name is Gloucester- 
shire. The US schemes are 
more likely to have a physi- 
cal, printed alternative cur- 
rency, such as “Ithaca Hours" 
in the town in upstate New 
York. A swift Internet search 
reveals a large number of 
schemes, most in the US and 
UK. 

Lets schemes started as a 
means of overcoming the con- 
straints imposed by lack of 
money in a poor community 
or during a recession. The 
schemes reduce the seed for 
money and potentially offer a 


social network and sense of 
self-worth to the people tak- 
ing part, often those like the 
long-term unemployed who 
have been steadily excluded 
by the conventional economy. 

There is not much hope 
that conventional economic 
approaches will provide the 
solution for these pockets of 
urban exclusion, hi many low- 
income communities, the lit- 
tle money that enters is often 
a state payment of benefit, 
and it will often leave straight 
away by the payment of rent 
to landlords from outside the 
area, or buying food and 
other essentials from branch- 
es of national stores. 

The Lets currency, by con- 
trast, has to stay in the area, 
and starts to boost the local 
economy through an ab- 
solutely standard economic 
“multiplier" effect, whereby 
what one person earns is 
spent in turn on another 
service. 

Many Lets get some sup- 
port - usually advice and 
management - from local 
councils or voluntary agen- 
cies. The success record is 
mixed. A recent series of case 
studies of UK schemes con- 
cluded that there were two 
mam obstacles. One was a 
combination of a lack of con- 
fidence and know-how on the 
part of the members, and a 
lack of support from the 
council or voluntary agen- 
cies. The other was the lack 
of trust- or absence of social 
capital - in areas such as 
problem estates with high 
crime rates. 

However, despite these 
problems, the New Econom- 
ics Foundation estimates that 
the UK has some 300 
schemes 10 years after they 
were introduced. Some Lets 
have grown to impressive pro- 
portions. For example, one of 
the UK's biggest, in Man- 
chester, has /00 members 
and has created its own cred- 
it union. 

Paul Glover, organiser of 
the Ithaca Hours scheme in 
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the US. estimates that trans- 
actions in the local currency, 
accepted in about 300 busi- 
nesses, have reached a value 
equivalent to about SI ira. A 
time- dollar system in St 
Louis, Missouri, has about 
3,000 participants earning 
and spending about 30,000 
time-dollars. Ed Mayo of the 
New Economics Foundation 
argues that Lets do noL rep- 
resent a second-class econo-' 
my. Rather, they are a logical 
development in a global 
economy. 

“Lets should not create 
the impression of a dualisric 
structure of classical work 
versus local exchange. In- 
stead they point towards mul- 
tiple ways of organising and 
rewarding work,” he writes. 
“Localised approaches to 
work creation should be set 
within, rather than apart 
from, broader spheres of eco- 
nomic activity - the aim be- 
ing greater self-reliance 
rather than autarchy.” Lets 
offer one means of growing 
the third sector without an in- 
fusion of public funds. 

Indeed, a City economist, 
Stephen Lewis of London 
Bond Broking, believes the 
Internet will allow rapid ex- 
pansion of schemes that in- 
volve the creation of 
electronic money, whether 
they are small-scale like Lets 
or provided commercially. 

He says; “The extension of 
credit, in the form of a store 
of value, might initially gen- 
erate a deposit which might 
then be transferred to other 
users of the system in pay- 
ment for goods and services.” 

One feature of our in- 
creasingly weightless econo- 
my - to use the telling 
adjective coined by Danny 
Quah at the London School 
of Economics - might well 
turn out to be the growth of 
local currencies tied to local 
jobs. 

How long will it be before 
airlines would accept an al- 
ternative currency in pay- 
ment for a seat? 
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Scardino starts to hunt 
away from the Forest 


Albert Scardino, the Ameri- 
can journalist whose bid for 
Nottingham Forest faDed at 
the last minute, is still on the 
hunt for suitable deals. He is 
avoiding football for the time 
being and is looking at media 
opportunities instead- “I 
would like to do a deal with a 
media business either here or 
in the States. It coold be 

newspapers, television or 
sport." Mr Scardino is look- 
ing at deals up to £200®. 

“1 wish it could be ha news- 
papers,” he says. “But I’m not 
sure that is where the best op- 
portunities are.” 

Mr Scardino is confident 
be can secure backing for his 
next move. However, he is 
unlikely to be troubling Mer- 
cury Asset Management after 
it walked away from the For- 
est deal just days before the 
crunch deadline. 

Kogan Page, the publishing 
firm, is celebrating its 3 0th 
birthday this week. The firm 
was founded in 1967 by Philip 

Kogan and Terry Page with 

£2,000 borrowed from Mr 
Kogan's late brother. Though 
Mr Page left after just a few 
months, Mr Kogan stayed on 
and still runs the firm today 
at the age of 66, “I knew it 
had stopped being a game 
when our payroll topped 
£lm,” he said. 

Mr Kogan founded the 
company m his spare time 
while working at Cormnarket, 
the publishing group co- 
founded by Michael Hesel- 
tine. He built Kogan Page up 
to an £8m sales company 
publishing 300 titles a year. 

Now edging towards retire- 
ment, he is not sure what to 
do with the business. “I have 
had offers but quite like being 
independent. I have known a 
lot of my contemporaries sell 
out, often for a lot of money, 
but many of them wish they 
hadn't And we don't have to 
answer to a bunch of suits 
from Amsterdam or New 
York.” 

Un-Cadbury-like going-on at 
Rover, the car group. The 
chief executive. Dr Walter 
Hasselkns, wOI become chair- 
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Left in the lurch: Albert Scarthno’s Forest bid failed 


man as wel) following an an- 
nouncement yesterday. Cur- 
rent incumbent Dr Wolfgang 
Reitzle is stepping down. 

“We have had situations 
before where we have com- 
bined the roles of chairman 
and chief executive and it has 
worked well. It suits tbe 
BMW main board to have a 
hands-on executive chairman 
rather than a non -executive 
figurehead,” a Rover 
spokesman says. But what 
about Cadbury? -We are part 
of a German company.” 

The Trocadero property 
group has appointed a new 
finance director. He is 39- 
year-old Malcolm Gardner, 
the former finance director of 
People’s Phone, the mobile 
phone group sold to Voda- 
fone. He replaces Julian 
Gleek, who filled the role on 
a part-time basis following 
the group's demerger from 
Burford Holdings. As pan of 
his remuneration package. 

Mr Gardner has been granted 
1 3. million share options at 
40p. Mr Gardner will have an 
interesting set of numbers to 
add up in his new role. Tro- 
cadero bought tbe rights to 
Enid Blyton's works last year. 
And Noddy pyjamas went on 
sale in Marks & Spencer yes- 
terday for the first time. 

The corporate banking team 
at NatWest is entering into 


the spirit of Comic Relief 
Day tomorrow. Thirty execs 
including George Derbyshire, 
head of corporate banking, 
are taking part in a nine-hour 
sponsored row. Tbe rowers 
will be overseen by Olympic 
gold medallist Steve Redgrave 
and will do their stints on a 
rowing machine in NatWest ‘s 
lobby ja Drapers Gardens. 
The goal is to row Lhe equiva- 
lent length of the English 
channel from Dover to 
Calais, a distance of 67.2 kilo- 
metres. 

Also donning a rowing sin- 
glet and Lycra stretch pants 
will be Chris Sullivan, man- 
aging director of the Lom- 
bard business finance 
division. 

PG Tips is planning to make 
a splash next week for the 
launch of its pyramid teabags. 
The company has commis- 
sioned a performance artist, 
Ben Jones, to build more 
than 40 pyramids around 
London. Tbe largest will mea- 
sure more than 40 feet high 
and will pass along the River 
Thames under Tower Bridge. 

PG Tips is also paying 
£50,000 for a staie-of-tbe-art 
firework display which will be 
launched from a barge 
moored alongside the Oxo 
Tower restaurant near Black- 
friars Bridge. 

Nigel Cope 
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Financial Times In for ma t io n as the most 
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Serious bettors are undemonstrative but insistent, 
a strike every time but their boundless optimism can be contagious 


Unfamiliar though many are with 
the geography of Prestbuiy Park’s 
sprawling acres, distracted as right 
thinking people must be when sur- 
rounded by numerous bars and 
oases offering other forms of sus- 
tenance. racegoers rely on the ani- 
mal instinct of Lhe horse player and 
find their unerring way to points of 
financial investment. 

There they yield up their world- 
ly goods as though it is their intent 
to salve whatever wounds have 
been previously inflicted on the 
bookmaking fraternity and restore 
in a single afternoon the money 
spent on improving Cheltenham's 
gilded flesh poL 

The serious bettors in this mot- 
lev crew are undemonstrative but in- 


sistent. They don't expect a strike 
every time but their boundless op- 
timism can be contagious. Getting 
around a lot makes them less sus- 
ceptible than most to current influ- 
ences, but h doesn’t make them 
immune to the scourge of misin- 
formation. 

A friend who falls into this cate- 
gory, giving a great deal of his 
leisure time to the quest for winners, 
warns against taking the advice of 
trainers and jockeys and placing a 
bet just for the sake of it. The daft 
-thing, and there are always plenty 
of woeful anecdotes at Cheltenham 
to confirm a fairly common afflic- 
tion, is that he always has an ear 
cocked for the grapevine. 

A confident whisper from one 


quarter on Tuesday was that Erzad- 
jan, an Irish contender for the last 
race. The Hamlet Extra Mild Cigars 
Gold Card Handicap Hurdle (the 
names grow longer and longer) 
might provide some relief from suf- 
ferers. If pains were taken to make 
sure that this was not put about gen- 
erally, it didn't matter because Erzad- 
jan failed to figure is the placing. 

Shortly before they went off in the 
first race yesterday, the Royal Sun 
Alliance Novice Hurdle, a case 
could be made for the Jimmy 
Fitzgerald trained Agistment, as 
noted by this paper’s tipster, Hy- 
perion, who was in cracking form 
with two winners already to hs name 
including Make A Stand in the 
Champion Hurdle. 



' islment, a big horse, needed softer 
going and that the race was stitched 
on .for the J F McManus-owned 
Istabraq,' who. brought iri u consid- 
erable amount of late money. Bril- 


Iosing, to insist on bettl 
chan they canjaffordin an ef- 


when I< 
more than; . 
fort to recoup. Fqrbookmakers. this 
can be described as thehidden per- 
centage as distmet .from, the ordi-.’ 


handy 'ridden by Charlie Swam it nary percentage.. As Istabraq vras; 
turned out to be Ireland's first win- " 


mg bets ^pulled up W on Tues- 

g&SSES 

National. A course ihatOTUDuesro 
produce records is rapt to Richards 

liking. " : 

- We shall have to- wait andJi** 


KEN JONES 


Fortunately, my friend was on 
han d to advise caution, which only 
goes to show the sense in listening 
to people who know what they are 
talking abouL His view was that Ag- 


ner of the meeting. 

This did hot d iminis h my faith in 
Hyperion, who tipped Flimsy Truth, 
the 33-1 winner of the National- 
Hunt Chase, the race showed just 
how things can turn for or against 
you. Agistment, the winner of its 
last three races, went at the first giv- 
ing Richard Dunwoody a nasty 


thefinafevoimtelosu,*^ 


A traditional tendency of punters 
is to be fairly content withmodest 
gains when they are winning but. 


races at Cheltenham,, it can 
imagin ed that, bookmakers have 
great faith ia this psychological ace 
in the bofe. 7 . ....... ... - : - 

A big issue is-the state of the go- ; 
ing, winch does hot appear to be in 
accordance with the. official de- 
scription. Apart irony playing hav- 
oc with fonn,jit is causing a. great 
dealof consternation amongtiaia- 
ers. For example, Gordon Richards ! 
was excesxhngly put riot when Gen-, 
^eral Command — another of my los- -. 


S^toSidraw DmaK Pride 
from' today's Gold Cup, but ua- 
aiiestiodaWv in view of the impon- 
derables, » ** an «' ent IO 


of 
could 


Incidentally, in the 
some respected veterans 
be a farther endorsement of Mar- 
tin Pipe's method in the penor- 
martce Challenger Du Luc. It may 
aB go to shew what an idk rumour 

can do. 
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No ifs or buts for 


‘lucky’ Lamaison 


O ne of the mysteries of 
French rugby is how 
they seem to be able to 
produce a seemingly endless 
supply of top-class players who 
are able to slip at a moment's 
notice into the national side. 

Take Christophe Lamaison 
for instance, who was arguably 
the dominant figure in France's 
surprise victory at Twicken- 
ham a fortnight ago. With only 
four caps to his credit, one of 
which was as a replacement 
against South Africa in 
Bordeaux last year, he is still 
waiting for the Federation 
Franqaise de Rugby to measure 
him for a blazer. 

But with his first ball at 
Twickenham, he had the gall to 
stand up and run around Will 
Carling (with 70 caps to his 
name) and then go on to score 
18 points, made up of a hill 
house of a uy, field goal two 
penalties and" two conversions. 
Not to mention his delicate 
chip kick which bounced per- 
fectly into the arms of his 
winger. Laurent Leflamand, 
for France’s first try. 

So who. one might ask, is 
Christophe Lamaison? Origi- 
nally from the small south-west 
town of Peyrehorade near Dax. 
Lamaison, who usually answers 
to his Basque nickname of 
“Thou". joined the Fust Divi- 
sion club Bayonne as a 19- 
year-old in 1990. Nevertheless, 
despite appearing once on the 
reserve bench against the All 
Blacks in 1995, a few months 
ago even in France Lamaison 
was almost unknown, a regular 
if slightly overweight performer 
for Bayonne, just another on the 
list of journeymen centres who 
abound in French rugby. 

But a change of club in lhe 
off season - from Bayonne to 
Brive - and the unprecedent- 
ed spate of injuries in the 
French camp - including both 
first -choice centres, Richard 
Dourthe and Thomas Cas- 


lan Borthwick 

meets the novice 
centre closing on 
a Grand Slam 


taign&de - have brought about 
a rapid change in his fortunes. 

“A lot of people in Bayonne 
were upset when I left, but I 
know I made the right choice," 
he says. “At 25 years old I 
knew I had to take my chance. 
Rugby in France was about to 
move into a new era, and I 
wanted to be part of iL The 
train was leaving and I was 
determined not to be left stand- 
ing on the platform." 

In the space of a few months, 
Lamaison was transformed. For 
a start, Brive’s ail-out search for 
professionalism and excellence 
meant that for the first time in 
his life Lamaison suddenly 
started training property. Under 
the eye of the club’s fitness ex- 
pert, the athletics specialist 
Bernard Faure, Lamaison has 
picked up a yard of pace, and 
shed more than a stone in 
weight, replacing the flab with 
finely tuned muscle. 

“Before coming to Brive I 
had never once lifted weights. 
But I am now convinced that it 
is an integral part of training for 
any high-level sportsman," 
Lamaison says. “Bernard's in- 
put is extraordinary. He is able 
to tell exactly what is lacking In 
each individual player, and de- 
vise a way of rectifying iL" 

In short, Lamaison has sud- 
denly blossomed and, playing 
outside Alain Penaud for the ir- 
resistible Brive side in the 
Heineken Cup, developed 
more and more confidence in 
his own ability. 

It is this confidence, allied to 
an unfailing big-match tem- 
perament, which has enabled 
him to play with such aplomb 
as he showed at Twickenham, or 
earlier in Paris, when he scored 


one try and played a key role in 
setting up two others in France's 
27-22 defeat of Wes. Even the 
47-11 thrashing handed out to 
Brive by the touring Auckland 
Blues has failed to unsettle 
1 him. “On the contrary, it has en- 
able me to put thing s in per- 
spective. Now I have seen what 
top-level rugby is ail about, 
and I know how much further 
I still have to go," he says. 

“When you have played 
against 15 stone centres uke the 

AndHan dffry, co ming irp against 

someone like Carling is nothing 
to be afraid of 

Lamaiso n, like the other 
“ringers’' who have been oblig- 
ed to cover for the injuries to 
Dourthe, Castaignfede, Philippe 
Saint-AndnS, Olivier Roumat 
and Philippe Benetton, ap- 
proaches each game as if there 
is no tomorrow. “If the others 
were fit 1 probably wouldn't 
even get a place on the reserve 
beach. I know that everybody is 
waiting for the injured players 


to return, but I am just hagpy 


to live this experience to the 
It’s up to me to work harder and 
harder at my game so that I can 
become the No 1 choice, not the 
No 3 or 4." 

To be honesL his debut in the 
French side was far from 
promising. He came on as are- 
placement centre against South 
Africa in the first Test in Bor- 
deaux and the next week was 


picked as stand-off, reputedly 
for his 


: his ability as a tactical kick- 
er, with tbe idea of keeping the 
Springbok bade line under pres- 
sure. Many of his kicks, how- 
ever, were poorly judged, and 
Lamaison became one of the 
principal scapegoats for the 
defeat in Paris. 

“Of course it hurts being 
criticised like that, especially in 
the press,” he says. “But I have 
tried to make use of the criti- 
cism: I have been using it as a 
means of motivation for me to 
bounce back." 



France 
call up 


low i 




nake 


OWN 
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injuries have once again forced 

. the French selectors to reshuf- 

• lfethtnrtewn for Satnrd^s Five .. : 

N ations ’ Championship Grand ' r ‘_ 

- Slum decider against Scotland ..... 

at Parc des Princes. 

France, who have been with- " 

out several key players in all ' . .. -• 

their matches so far in the 
tournament, have lost both ‘ 

\ their half-backs and one prop >-■_ ... 

. ante beating England 23-2® at 
Twickenham two weeks ago. _ , • 

The Pan stand-off. David 
Ancagne, takes over from the in- - .. 
jured Alain Penaud while Gay \ ■■ 1 

Accoceberry replaces PenaucTs '-•••-■ "y 

Brive team-mate Philippe Car- . ... ^ 

. bonnean at scrum-half in the . i 
side announced yesterday by * ... *• 
Jean-Gaude Skrcla. .. .’j 

Penaud has a pulled thigh 
'' zrrasde while the first-choice . . . 

No 9, Carbotmeau. is recover- ‘ f .j j. - . .... .... •... 

ing ftpm a twisted ankle and will 

start as a substitute. ‘ .... 

The Brive prop, Didier 
Casadei, wins ms . first cap . in 
place ofChristiah Califano, who 
was automatically suspended 
after being sent off for punch- 
ing ah opponent in a league 
•' game at the weekend. “Casadei 
. has proved that he hadintema- 
'TfonaT class by helping Brive 
wm the European Cup,” Skrela 
<said “He’s the same type of play- 
^er as CaKfaqo and he should fit 
la without any problems." 
ounce (V Scotland. Pare dan mncas.SU>- 
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Chrlstophe Lamaison: ‘Now there are upstarts like me on the verge erf making history' 


After winning the Heineken 
Cup in January, then over- 
whelming Wales and En glan d, 
Lamaison now finds himself 
on the verge of a Grand Slam. 
“Life is like one big party at the 
moment!” he enthuses. And tbe 
irony of it all seems to appeal 
to dun: “There are some great 


players who have gone for 10 
years without getting near a 
Grand Slam. And now there are 
upstarts like me with only a cou- 
ple of caps on the point of mak- 
ing history. It’s daylight robbery, 
bat Fm determined to make tbe 
most of it while it lasts." 

His main preoccupation in 


the build-up to this Saturday's 
game against Scotland i$~ to 
hold his concentration as he did 
at Twickenham, and not to let 
talk of the Grand Slam disrupt 
him from the match. T know . 
only one thing about thisgame 
and that is that it will be very 
very difficult," Lamaison says. 


Stewards at the National Sia- 
ams.wiHpreventsouvenir- 
. Photograph: Allspoit hunteis digging iro pieces of tbe 
tmf at die end of Saturday’s Five 
“The Scots are on a rofl after Nations match between Wales 
their game against Ireland and “ and England at Cardiff Arms 




'we know they will come here 
with a lot of aesire, generosity, 
and fire. If we' can’t oonqiete 
with them m those aspects of the 
'game,: well never be able to 
dominate and {day the way, we 
intend to."-- • 


Park. A Welsh Rugby Union 
.spokesman said:^ are idling 
the stewjutis to be extra vigOant 
because there are still two im- 
portant matches to bostaged at 
the ground before iz is rede- 
veloped." 
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Muggeridge resumes attack 


Badminton 


Joanne Muggeridge has made 
another attack on the England 
set-up after bowing out of the 
All-England championships at 
the National Indoor Arena in 
Birmingham yesterday. 

The Kent player lost 11-7, 
1 1-4 in the second round to the 
Japanese qualifier Kanako 
Yonekura and afterwards 
claimed it had been “one of the 
worst experiences of her life". 

Already upset at having been 
thrown out of the England 
squad, Muggeridge said: “1 was 
there completely alone. There 
were five English coaches there 
and no one was supporting me. 

“I have had no one cheering 
for me at all not even when I 


have done well when I won yes- 
terday [Tuesday]. Thar’s pretty 
bad really." 

Muggeridge, who had a let- 
ter from the Badminton Asso- 
ciation of England relieving 
her of all England responsibil- 
ities after a dispute abouL her 
fitness, could not sustain her ef- 
fort She may have been men- 
tally distracted by the enduring 
conflicts, which now look like- 
ly to go to the law courts, but 
she also appeared to have sus- 
pect stamina after a good start. 

There were flashes of out- 
standing strakeplay, but she 
lost the last four rallies of the 
first game quickly, and a long 
rally at 4-8 m the second game 
appeared to wind her. 

“I don’t think there’s anything 
wrong with my fitness but men- 


tally it was extremely diffi cult. 

I had so many things going on 
in my head," she said. 

The England manager, Steve 
Baddeley, disagreed, saying: 
“She is a very talented player 
and watching her is always in- 
teresting. But we saw that over 
two games she wasn't able to 
maintain her leveL That's why 
she has to improve her fitness." 

Earlier. Julie Bradbury, Eng- . 
land’s most successful player" 
over the past three years, saw her 
international comeback - after 
six months away from the world 
circuit - halted by injury to her 
doubles partner, Nick Footing. 
Bradbury stormed off tbe court 
in frustration after Pouting quit 
with a stomach muscle problem 
during their second-round 
match 


Christie tipped to return 


Athletics 


Two of Linford Christie’s train- 
ing partners have opened the 
bidding in this year's “will Lin- 
ford run?” campaign. 

Christie kept the whole coun- 
try guessing before deciding to 
defend his Olympic 100 metres 
title in Atlanta last summer. 
Now hurdler Tony Jarrett and 
sprinter Darien Braithwaite have 
said they believe Christie will take 
part at the World Champi- 
onships in Athens in August. 

“I think he is still one of the 
best 100 m runners in the world." 
Jarrett said. “He has often said 
he may well think about it, but 
his performances in Australia 
this winter and recently indoors, 
may have swung his decision." 


Christie, now 36, hinted at a 
return to world athletics last 
week when he told BBC tele- 
vision that he was not sure 
about retiring. 

Braithwaite, too, believes 
Christie will be back. T am al- 
most certain he will return to the 
World Championships," he said 
“He is running as quick as be ever 
has and there is no reason why 
he can't compete with the best. 

“I do not think from speaking 
to him that he is ready to retire, 
and he has said to me he misses 
inteniancmlcompetitkxL I think 
he realises he can still compete 
with the best and he has always 
said to us he wanted to go out a 
champion. I know he s consid- 
ering his options carefully and 
winning at Athens may welJ be 
the right way for him to go." 


ELITE 


RACING CLUB 

Become one of the connections in a string of 
20 racehorses. Membership costs £150 per 
year. See what it's all about by claiming a 



Promotional 
Video ■ 


Tel: 01380 814138 

(24 hours) 

Or write: PO Box 100, Devizes, SN10 ATE 

— No obligation to join ~ 


Instant membership: 01 380 818181 (Visa/Access) 


Williams springs upset on Majoli 


Tennis 


‘ The American teenager Vfcnus 
Williams beat her first top 10 
opponent, saving two match 
points as she surprised the fifth 
seed Iva Majoli of Croatia, 
7-5, 3-6, 7-5 in the Evert Cup 
women's tournament aL Indian 
Wells. Cahforiua, on Tuesday. 

The 16-year-old Williams, 
playing in her first event of the 
year, qualified for the tourna- 
ment on a wild card Williams, 
ranked 211th, won two quali- 


fying rounds and three main 
draw matches to reach the 
quarter-finals where she will 
play the American Lindsay 
Davenport. Williams and Ma- 
joli had to battle for two hours 
and 33 minutes under a scorch- 


ing sun. 
MarkP 


hilippoiissis. who re- 
cently recorded the fastest serve 
on the AIP Tour, served 23 aces 
as he defeated Andre Agassi 
7-6. 7-6 in the second round of 
the Newsweek Champions Cup 
at the same venue. 

Philippoussis. the winner of 


last week's Franklin Classic in 
Scottsdale. Arizona, was facing 
Agassi, the fo rmer world No L 
for the first time, but his serv- 
ing overpowered the American 
who suffered his third succes- 
sive first-round defeat. 

■ Rover announced yesterday 
that they would be expanding 
their junior tennis initiative by 
pledging a further £2m over the 
next two vears. 


TOD AY’S FIXTURES 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Football 

7.30 unless stated 

UNffiOND LEAGUE Premier WrtaHon: Biitl 
CD AutMandvLancasW- L«aflMCupft>urtfc- 
round replay: Gutsetoy v Coftqn Bay. 

JEWSON LEASUE Pmnder DtvMon: H3teta.'Kf 

vTiptrw ( 7 . 45 ). 

PONnNS LEASUE PMunier DMbIob: Bmv 

ingfwn Oiyv Sheffield Wednesday «Tj 51 tar 

(te ft as fart Tow). 

Basketball 

8 UDWB 8 ER LEASUE: Stefflefc! Softs « 


London Tower; I7.J5); London Leonards v 
Hemet fi Watted Royals (7m. 


Ice hockey 


26,399 


SUPERLEAGUE Play-offs: Group A: Man- 
cnesur Stonri v Cardiff Detib (6.0). Group 

Bs Bracfcircff Bees » Bastngsmfce Bison ram. 


Other sports 

BAaMMreNsVonetAA-Bnganal^aaOianp- 

mnshps (National Indoor Arena. Bnrtngft pm . 

ROwtS: Mgi's Htyne I n w rum nai Champon- 

stubs fBaflymoney. Co Antrim). 


The number trf career .po&rts' 
scored by Michael Jordan - 
making him the sixth fifefest 
saxer in NBA history -after bis 
32 for Chicago Bulls against 
Boston on Tuesday night 


Drivers’ ‘reservations’ on Imola 


Mi 


Motor racing 


Pierluigi Martini, a former For- 
mula One driver, fold a Court 
yesterday that he and other dri- 
vers had reservations about the 
surface of the Imola racetrack 
before Ayrton Senna died in a 
crash there at the San Marino 
Grand Prix in 1994. 

But the Italian, a prosecution 
witness at the manslaughter 
trial of six defendants including 
team owner Frank W’lUains, did 
not blame the circuit and said 
that the Thmbureflo bend where 
Senna died was a demanding 
stretch of track and acknowl- 
edged that there must have 
been an incident. 


“A driver like Ayrton Senna However, Martini said that 
wouldn’t have left the track at . . although the cars still grazed the 
th»t nnint nni«c surface with their side-skirts, the 


rSkf,- 


driyei? just needed to hold the 
correct line. He said there Was 
only one line into Thmburello 


'w 


and . the bump could not be ^ 




avoided : without leaving the 
track. ' 


that point unless there was 
some- kind 'of' problem," ihe 
said •- 

Martini said he, Senna and 
others had noticed a btunp in, 
the Thmburello bend - before 
the race which reduced a . car’s 

abilities to keep the racing line. Asked whether such abump 7 / , ^**1 

wa ? a small bump in could cause a steering column w 

the middle that unsettled the' 1 u « • - • 

ciis. I, Senna and others men- 
tioned it 15 days before the 
grand prix,” he told the court 
,• “The racetrack officials were 
v ery e fficient they had it ground 
down a bit which was the only 
possible action, but the situation 
only improved slightly " he- 
added. . 


to break. Martini said that he. 
had rieveT known one to do so. 



tune seemed to indicate that ire 
tyres were fatly warmed up. ; 

: The Italian also told the 
court thar Senna had com- 
plained to hifo three weeks be- 
fore the raceihat tbe handling 
of jus cifr Was"“nervcFiis". ' . 
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to break with tradition by appointing Graveney 


rfmgwsltfs 

Ume today the En«W .^-dcspopcreoan, all talk has 


' man^ement <»mnuttee B S 2?2f **■ ft *» once, those . 
/ <rfawfflhavetoinfcintlKnm2 . are amverted into actfon 

oftbe newciiairmancrfseJ^rt^ II ^ ™^ er tx*d MacLaurin 
■ - tom be the BIOTS' then the new 

tairfdeciskmthCTwffl^P?£2 in the Australian. 

- , J^P^beSS. 

moatraditionaj. 01016 t ^^uxisa]anedcoiwiaaor(^ 

However, what it deartv . 

- . .. P*ran»es ngt .to.be -due to a % —SS-SK ■*“* 2 *^ 

. atantingtacfc of candidate ^ _2 S®?™?!* f °* toe job espev 
the hotly debated contS?™? c W smce Graham Gooch de- 
af test year, when lan BothaS Si 10 ^ one ®o« season 
#• V£^pc»'a._^T . ooraam with Essex anrv>»rc m h* tv^ 


counties could nominate and 
then vote for candidates - a sit- 
uation that caused the election 
to be fought more in the media 
■than thecounty boardrooms - 
this year’s election is being 
held in-house. But although 
ths.meant that virtually anyone 
couJdJbave been proposed, the 
identity of candidates was to be 
a strictly guarded secret. 


English cricket's chairman of selectors 
is named today. Derek Prince reports 


Should Graveney he appoini- 
ed, he will be the first cricketer 
without Test experience to have 
held the position. More wonying 
though is that the unpaid posi- 
tion is bound to conflict witn the 
salaried one he currently holds as 


secretary of the Cricketers' As- 
sociarion. It is a conflict that has 
twice prevemed him from rua- 
tnng in the pasL and chic that was 
only finally resolved last January, 
when his employers finally ac- 
ceded to him running for office. 


The most sensitive compro- 
mise. however, will be in the 
area of disciplifie, and should an 
England player err, as Mike 
Atherton did when he misled 
the match referee after the soil 
in pocket incident at Lord's. 
Graveney could end up playing 
both defender and prosecutor. 

On that occasion, Illingworth 
used his powers as chairman of 


if lad year, when Ian Botham Sap 0 ^ onemoreseason 

* JbifiSfmthfistampSetoSfS ■ )"5£"M|jP*W0 te Ml 

'■ tqppfe Raymond Ifiin svSrtb S^^'^^^PWerwith 


Hollioake succeeds Stewart as Surrey captain 


Afec Stewart has stepped down 
as the captain of Surrey after 
five years in the rote. He is suc- 
ceeded by Adam Hollioake, 
the vice-captain, who revealed 
bis leadership potential when he 



led England A on their hugely 
successful tour of Australia this 
winter. 

Surrey have made Stewart 
honorary dub captain in recog- 
nition of his past service and 


achievements, which included 
leading the side to the AXA Eq- 
uity & Law Sunday League ti- 
tle last season - their first 
success since lifting the Nat West 
Trophy in 1982. Stewart said; “I 


believe that this is in the best in- 
terests of both the chib and my- 
self. so that I can return the best 
results with bat and gloves. Ob- 
viously. this is something I have 
thought long and bard about.” 


selectors to impose the maximum 

fine possible on his captain. 
There is nothing wrong with 
thau except that Graveney would 
also be expected to he the play- 
er’s representative should he 
appeal and the matter is taken 
before the DiscfoBne Committee. 

It is a cemundrura that win not 
have escaped Lord MacLaurin, 
the ECB’s chairman and an ap- 
parent stiddw for detail Orre 

and the other six membera of the 
E n gland management commit- 
tee, cb aired by the Lancashire 
chairman Bob Bennett, have de- 
cided upon their man. they will 
thrash out the asact nature of his 
brief before announcing theb- 

efaoice to the public. 

As a means of downgrading 


the importance of the chairman 
of selectors role further, it is fell 
that MacLaurin would also like 
to appoint a full-time and ful- 
ly salaried manager to be with 
the England team both at home 
and abroad. If that was the case 
then any disciplinary matters 
would be better served under his 
jurisdiction and not that of the 
chairman of selectors. 

With an Ashes series just 
around the corner however, 
MacLaurin wffl probably wail un- 
til the end of the summer before 
setting any such wheels in mo- 
tion. All of which means that if 
Graveney s name appears writ 
large this afternoon, then some- 
one else will have to be in charge 
of the mortarboard and cane. 


IS 



T Bre. second season of Su- 
per. League will start to- 
morrow in an atmosphere 
very -different from that in 


uv^iu ajwu agu n 

Thtsivthe game was ggha^^ted 
from its upheavals and full of 
trepidation over what die fimug 
might hold. This time, there is 
a feeling of anticipation and ex- 
citement among the players 
and supporters of the 12 Super 
dobs. There is a confidence that 
the worst is over and the best 
is about to begin. 

Let us hope that this deter- 
mined optimism is not mere 
wishful thinking, because this is 
the season -which kicks off at 
Odsal where Bradford play 
TMuringlon -in which the new 
regime must work. 

Even Maurice Lindsay, the 
Rugby League's chief exaertive, ' 
who originally talked cautious- 
ly of it taking three years fori 
Super-league andsummeri^ . 


Dave Hadfield on 

the challenges : 
facing the new - 
season of : 
Super League 


lieves that this will be the 
breakthrough season. - 
Decimal! the cfrun>beatmg. 


pen last year. Bat them, withtfae 
game groping for its-jaewfcfr 
reetjon and the rival attractions 
ofa uniquely crowded summer 

of sport fo conlendwlth, that 


was not surprising, 

Fbr every St Helens okBfrtd- 
fotd niaking a saccess of the - 
brave new warkL there wasf a 
chib struggling to cone to terms 
with it The sagnsare tint more 
wfflsucceedindoiDgsoifedstime. •- 
For. all that, there are only 


three sides that etui win the 
championship.Apart from last 
season’s two success stories, 
there is still Wigan^who cannot 
be completely written offbut 
whose habit of wmnipg.is un- 
likely to be sufficiently inde- 
structible to withstand all their 
other problems. , ' - 

So, m all probability, it boils 
down to the Bulls and the Saints. 
Right at the moment; the bal- 
ance tilts slightly (OWaids Brad- 
ford, but, aver the season as a 
whole; the extra espenenoe and 
know-how that Shaun McRae 
brings to St Helens - arid which 
proved crucial Last year- could 
just the scales again. : 

. Saints have overcome afi. their ' 
old temperamentalfia^es and, 
while no one is as explosive as 
_the Bulk on then dmr, the title . 
Tan stay at KnowsJey Hoad. 
Bdth dubs fravean anaristak-' 
able buzz about them and that 
should be enough to put a lit- 
tledayiight between ritem and 
The rest • . 

Of those otheiSi there willbe 
several wbowiHstaihave mem- 
orable seasons^ That 1 should 
certainly apply to Salford, 
whose oeafings in the transfer 
market should assure them of 
an enjoyable season in Super 
League, following their 


promotion as First Division 
champions. 

. .-If you bad to select a player 
as ^ nrost significant new agn- 
ing ax any dub, it would be Sal- 
ford’s Australian second row, 
John Cartwright - one of the 
most gifted forwards of the 
modern era and, in my humble 
view, worth the price of a dmis - 
Sion to The Willows on his own. 

' -The side which should im- 
prove most on last season’s Su- 
per League form is Leeds- and 
not only because they were so 
dreadful last year. Again, the 
right signing from Australia 
could prove crucial The former 
Canberra and St George hook- 
er . Wayne Collins, has already 
given them the organisation 
that they lacked and the future 
looks far brighter. 

There k reason, too, to expect 
an improvement from Warring- 
ton. If imports Like Nigel Vagana 
and Tbny Thtiipu click, they wfll 
be a top four side, possibly at the 
expense of London, who are go- 
ing to have to grit their tetoh and 
venture into the dreaded British 
transfer market if they are to 
- match last-season's efforts. 

Paris Saint-Germain are al- 
readya lot more formidable than 
fast year, but not necessarily as 
much fun as they were on Super 
League’s opening night -Mien 



Offiah’s 

double 

chance 


Martin Offiah, the former Wigan winger, In his new strip as a London Bronco at The Stoop Memorial Ground yesterday as 
tiie Super League side prepare for Sunday’s opening game against tile champions, St Helens Photograph: Peter Jay 


they beat the Sheffield Eagles. 

' • They are how almost entire- 


-. Theyare now almost entire- 
ly composed of discarded Aus- 
tralians, same of them very good 
players, with chips on their 
shoulders and plenty to prove. 

Unlike the diff-hanger of 


last summer, they will not be in 
relegation trouble. That grief 
seems to be earmarked for Old- 
ham and Castleford, both dubs 
with proud traditions and good 
people involved, but without the 
depth of real talent needed to 
compete week in, week out 
All these dubs, good, had and 
indifferent, will compete on a 
world stage this summer. That, 
indeed, is the defining feature 
of the season - the World Club 
Championship that wffl twice in- 
terrupt the Super League pro- 
gramme and which will lead to 
quarter-finals and semi-finals in 
both hemispheres and a final in 
Australia in October. 


As a competition which can 
be easily understood and sus- 
tained over an extended lifespan, 
the World Club Championship 
makes no sense whatsoever. 
But that doesn’t matter; it has 
been designed as a one-season 
wonder ami contrived to show- 
case Super Leagues interna- 
tional dimension. 

Its real justification, howev- 
er, is that it will throw up irre- 
sistible occasions. You might be 
baffled by the labyrinthine com- 
plexities of the competition, but 
would you really want to miss 
St Helens versus Auckland or 
London versus Brisbane? 

Interest in events of that cal- 


ibre is already running high and 
that only serves to sharpen the 
sense of anticipation that is 
the prevailing mood this week. 
There might stfll be dubs in 
deep financial strife. There 
might still be too big a gap in 
playing standards, even within 
the flite division. But the action, 
fine-tuned to make tries a little 
banter to carve out, wiD be conv 
pelling. And. at the end of it all, 
there is the enduring magic of 
a visit from the Australian 
Super League international side 
for a three-match series. 

It still is not an Ashes series 
with a capital A, because - bar- 
ring a rapid reunification with the 


Australian Rugby League - the 
tourists will lack players of the cal- 
ibre of Brad Httler and Sieve 
Menzies, just as Great Britain 
could be without ARL -affiliated 
players like Jason Robinson and 
Gary Connolly. Bui it wd be clos- 
er lo the real thing than we have 
had for a while. The game in 
Britain is not in the frame of 
mind to bold it up to the light to 
examine the water-mark. 

It is gung-ho and all systems 
go. It is. In the phrase Lindsay 
still dislikes, make or break. 


SUPER LEAGUE Opening fixtures; Tomor- 


row: Bradford v Warrington <7J0|. Sunday: 
Leeds v QWham (3.0»: London Broncos v St 
Helens iG-35); Ssifoid v Casdetwd i3.0i; 
Sheffield v Pans St-Somum (3. 15): Wigan •/ 
Oldham <3.01. 
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MenMrw (N Queensland). MattOConnor [New South Wate£.rue- 
by union), Adam rt*ere (Canberra), Jeremy Rotmson (Canberra). 
Oat t*au*» of tan season^ players, ottiaugi Frenchmen 
Pascal Qomaa. Bare QramoHn and Fatten may to on 
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John Knar). Lastsaaaoo: Elewenflv Prodtetkw: Ninth. 
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$ ©Qw«n«an^ Oftfet** <WeMm Rwfe). 
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enstorafL Jones MrHfl (Brisbane). Oawa 
r.lsmfeOWik. Jflsan Eade-.-Rwi Bare. 






T^fcrOfcnyj^S BerptWi (AucSlHitn. 
md!,«iih<»y Hancock, iSowtrSydoeyjz 
■l.-Jwon.KeQurfysoufh S)0ney5. Craig 


ST HELENS . 

. Saints sdD tooh the best equipped side in the competi- 
uon, despite a quiet winter with only one new sorting. 
7her test, and perhaps ttetaest problem, is how to get 
through the opening weeks of the season without the 
suspended Bobbie Goiddrng. 

ta Juban CTNef (AucManfi. Oob Adam Fogmy WeaswO. Coach: 
Shaur Wcftag- Laqt aoasorr ChanipWs. Prtflctfaor CbararMona. 

SALFORD REDS . 

The great cliche about Super Leagje is that promoted 
sides vnH find it fiendlshbr hard to adapt,. but Salford will 
have no &eat difficulty <n doing so. Some inspired re- 
cftokig poms lo them firtstwig comfonabty in mkMaHe. 

beAM^'Pian (AucWancD. EawiB Fahnato (Leeds!. PnErMotbnd 
(Bridgend HU), JahnCartwrUft (Pemttil. Gaea Gnxwto (Cafidan), 
ftwio Hubne lleafc). OobSsm Ranapa wwedj. Slew Hampson 
(Cawresl, AD Uwjk (HuodtDJeidl. PbU Marwjm (Hinrksi, BWwrd 
Webster (Bath, r*;iy unlain], Dwid Ybung fCSiis'iff, nMtyunaU. 
Coanls Andy Gregwy. Last mason: Prat CWswn oremonna. 
PracOcttoo: Ssnenm. 

SHEFBELD EAGLES 

the Don Vafley will seem strange without the presence 
of -me Eagles' founder; Gary Hetherfogton, now chief 
executive at Leeds. They also look to have lost too many 


players from key positions and new coach Phil Larder 
ooukl find tomsetf holding the club together through a 
transitional season. 

He Save Erimed, Wile Mapnson, Whatu Tan* (al N Queena- 
land). Rod Doyte (S QiffieiislatTd). Hick Pinkney (Kci^iJeyi, Martin 
Wood nfe®iH«, Wayne F^rm (WbKHkMi, Stew McCume 
iWWnes). Owfc "Hsan Snwvten, Amnony Farre*. Oe«r Lawtort (pi 
tettfe), Itoii Garoron (Ke^vey), lan (WatafieW). Uab Vtoa 
iwfeowfl, Joe Oriutoe) (letessedj. Coacb: FTtf Umter (susoeeife 
Gary Heawnugon). Lw* unman: SeveHh. PrwSctkvc Tsrnh. 

WARRINGTON WOWES 

Wamngton have more enulguing newcomers than any- 
one and have the capacity to improve but they need to 
either make a lasting peace with lestyn Harris or to sea 
h*n and invest in a top-class stand-off. 
fa: fctartm Derwcta (WCpni, Mas Va&ro, Oates Msad, Tony UHupu 
MAiddand], Geoai Marin (Lea&i. Out: Man. Jones fBdwValp 


Martin Offiah can look forward 
to the prospect of playing two 
top-level rugby league and rug- 
by union games within 24 hours 
next week, and said vesteidav: “1 
would like to think l am up to it.” 

Offiah is under contract to 
play league for the London 
Broncos and union for Bedford. 
On Friday week, he could face 
W&rringron in the 13- man code 
and Rotherham in the 15-a-side 
game the next day. 

The prospect does not hold 
any fears for the former Wigan 
player as he prepares for the 
launch of the Broncos Super 
League campaign against the 
defending champions. St He- 
lens, on Sunday. 

Offiah, who only joined the 
Broncos for training on Mon- 
day. sat'd: “I would like to think 
1 am up to the challenge. At this 
stage of my career it keeps 
everything very exciting for me. 
I still get the buzz out of scor- 
ing tries. I have had two days 
training already and I am very 
keen and very much looking for- 
ward to iu It’s a bit like putting 
on an old glove - 1 seem to fit 
bock into it quite well and 
hopefully that should show on 
Sunday. 

“I think over the winter] have 
improved. I think my handling 
has definitely unproved from 
last season. There is a Jot less 
space in union because of the 
extra men on the field, hut I 
hope with the extra space in 
league I will be able to get back 
to my old ways of getting the ball 
across the line regularly.** 

Tony Currie, the Broncos 
head coach, also has few reser- 
vations about Offiah's commit- 
ment to both of rugby’s codes. 
“He'll give us his best and be- 


ing a professional he will give 
rugbv union his best as well. I 


rugby union his best as well. I 
am just happy to get him here,” 
he said. 

“He looks after his body, he 
trains well and he lives well so 
1 have no qualms about him at 
all. I think he will make a big 
difference. He is still running 
around like a spring chicken. He 
has come back fresh, full of 


HU), Jaeon Leo (Pontypridd, njgDy iworj. Cowrie John DoraTy. 
Last season: Fifth. PncBctioa: Faunh. 

WIGAN WARRIORS 

We write them off at our peril, but ttiera seem too many 
prottare for ttiem to overcome ttv? season. By their stan- 
dards. their squad Is thui on genuine quality and new 
coach Eric Hughes has a difficult task on his hands. 


beans and surprisingly fiL I 
think he has had a break on the 


ht Dave Mu 
Hoierto <V»| 


lAuCMartfi, Stuart Lester lAucUenrfl, Sternum 
igrom, lan Shwratt (Oldham). Paul Koto 


iCwnertmry, NT}- Out Maun Dermxt iWamnglon), Andy Craig 
Swtnttri), Sham Tatupu (Nonhampttn, rugw union). Coach: 
Eric Nufjws (succeeds Graeme West). Lett sea son: Second. 
PiedfatkKC ThbtL . 


think he has had a break on the 
wing in rugby union." 

■ The former Great Britain 
prop Kelvin Skerren has agreed 
a new one-year contract with 
Halifax Blue Sox. SkeiTett ini- 
tially joined the Blue Sox on a 
short-term deal after his con- 
tract at Wigan was ended by mu- 
tual consent last year. 
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lsf*y,.l (CLASS F) £3,300 added 6f 

1 B-512G5 MEUORS (14) (CO) M HiascrvEfc J ID 0 SOnMWl 

2 16&400 SHOHTMNE (E«; iOj M JQhrKm e 9 B — .Dean McKbomi 4 

3 334t«J- MMS M 1HE FAMU JlfiB) {0} G UoCuut 59 5 

ft Sttstmtao (7) 3 

J JOCOW MOSERS MCLOOME UUW Tuna 4 94. TSprahe S 

5 60-44 go KOfaMG (3&) (0) K Cumr^famanun 7 9 4 --C MMHtas 7 

6 004415 JWI»MWUSilflf(tD}Ja**S'S£»3 A Wf (5} € 

7 Q/G32-02 ZE1ATA (23) G L Moore 4 8 11. FftarianS 

8 OtXVO «?#tESE Q««fi IBB) R Wwt 4 8 ID D 2 , 

— 8 dDdtesd - 

BETnNB: 8-4 Znfaye, 1X-4 KeBots. SI Skantatne, S-lRnra la Tho Fflm- 
*y, Hoiflag, 8-1 JnstUanra, 12-L oHim 


BUHXEXED Fa ar TIME: PnmWPrUc t3J3bl 
WHWKBS IN THB WST SEVEN DAIS: CUH Wind (1.401 won 
tfCoriMconThuradtor, LONG-DISTANCE BUNKERS: G»»M- 
Can (5.15) ft Bbnowkl (5-15) have been am 183 mflus tv B 
gdUPhfoge from BMwp'ri Wood, SUHordahlre. 


emmvMt* »**. taw bw 
10 Wdta*L«»Tiefc t 6 W- 3*. 

RM ' IfeiMfoit : — — £6.40, ■ 


LW 1 RW ~ A 

Rdfa.' HUM: Wir 

fTOYl, tSM, 0Fi£l4&90. CSP CSA3S. 

m-0toSH»4ftK«0fl. 

SftlmmA watt- 


•& 3 &B 

£31000. 


. ^;* *|*n«GDON / ■ 

. - t jR fcw MWD flWWBggg > 
1 m 6-r, a.^tyqyjr 

*r**ms& cyt » *"***&&£ 
tHP Tf ' 11340^ CSR 


SSUSSpSSSS. 


NEWTON ABBOT 

2AO-.1. comrmsMBtiPHoifrB-u 

far, 7- Ifonl^fteelD-lf 1 

. 3 , 1 ran. 1, 11 (R fludfod. TWfa jELSO; 
f 1 on, £8.70. Df: £1^90- CSR. £8^9- 

2 J «fcl.PO : BOTW«WLM y?«sl 11- 
8ia:2.Anra*i«ir2S-i:a.ianTyowto33- 

6 . (RRoW.Wtoi230r£14a 
£&80. DF; £5&70.«ft OOM. t*t 
VWtovss Routem. Tricn not «rV - 

3jtei.OiWWEaiADa*sniacio6- 
t tar X JStewfcra 11-4: a. Mtof Afoaefc 
4 - 1. 4 ran. 12, 15. (PHoim Tote S3.70. 
nr £330- CSP- £5.61. 

HOlft VOW BNWS 0 Ffoto 5 . 
1: 2. cavdo's Boy 2-1 jt *■' 1* 
ugnomOrn 9*2- 5 ran. 2-lJiftNfnm, Vs. 
S^F^iw £6120-, £3J.0,H.6O. DF: 

^ Aatk^'t^^a 9 * l tefoto is-t- 
y 7-4 Jtteau Good kfat Honry 

ffikSS-CSFi £45.40. lin mSto - - 
- 4^£AilCrSNKB0ft{S«W«112- . 
i 2. Afato* Jokfa &3Jt tofi VritoraV 
Hmhi 5 .2 If ftv. F xeO- -3. ■* 
TtaSak90; £L"Hli-fiL70r EL60. PF: , 
^0^^39^7^X3339. Tfo: 

is so-VEKHO 

a. Too Javalfa &-4 iKl Bnumot 6-L 6 

wjol £3-40. DF: £T -96- ^^£3138. 
Soi™t£^50. Oumtpot £2700. . 

5Sfc £15930. ffaob.R £8233. 


[Sac] CONZXTXMALXTCKEVS’HAftBXCAPHUR- 
l~?J DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added mares 2m 

1 20M WJ*Utt«P«ieMJBotorrlB|/5ni3 : .. F Cnto g ao 

2 23CFPOO RBLTHnSMmPBeauilM5UB BGHttO 

3 303122- CWCH WE PtCSW (S37^R BarB^12_ ft_Ue B a tt 

5. 55-1C35 4«GY QOROOlItt^ MK D HW svi 6 uoiriometo TO 

8 MSfBB Ha-SJ«*|SPI*rttfh61013 CMoQBmwftft 

7 OP434F MBRHOtUrOSQJDtanBUlS lJanto«(51 

a setw tmmouimtamm . 

9 cooooo l«lBJSCOlD04G«a.lC3UH SSiat' 6 103 — SFRyaa 

ID WOK* SDMW0}»a««8lD3 

O. (WOOFD^fgMlOWtBat W WYCtneS 30 0 -Sfoyte 

MWosraiidWtoaTMfwidfaBae^lfcfi^^ 
SEmiteWA^41faapiti«.7Jf^tfaritevMtonwHo^,S-X 
Catd) Ttte Piffoii, 7-1 TaacrwJ tattWot. UV1 BP* Prida, 14-1 tHJwt* 


7 065 HNMMfflr I4D M) J H ramson 5113 JWfarinwy 

8 022 MAflPC KLOOT (47) L tisip 6 11 3 HSowla 

9 103*4 SOtmEBN CROSS (Slj U A Easmiiy 5 11 3 S Mt0w (3) 

10 00 TWtnNJ«ri891JMDM6113 N&dto 

31 (HXXJP mUE WANNABE (7) Us D Tionson 7 11 3 DPMur 

12 2flJ304 ttDWfffUeR(t]MGSantfi71012... JHtoonfGSBt 

-32 4NMrad- 

BEnWtt 7-2 DiridbRjowr, 4-1 UigpG Melody. 9-2 CafticOUio, 5-lSoutfr. 

m Cross 7-1 Martw*. 8 PaUM Beadi, Stotariand ifara,iaoiiw» 


BUNKERED FIRST TME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE EUNNEK9: MfaUa- Aaperto i2.4. r ,» A 
Shontaine i.BiiO.1 ram 270m by M Johrwurr fron MnkBeham. 


Ojnn FEDERiOION BREWERY FTCAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £3jBOO added 2m 4f 110yds 
110234 lBmB?SUME7(Wm^P^M120-M4tolt«ej 

U/PW2 LAST RBUGE (9) (EDI T Can S 11 8 HSmBll 

PS0421 CMU. WND (7) K ftoot 8 llBldttO.n URnfar 

12/3252 FWWtiTj (HF) UarwiTwJiurHr? 11 S _/CUb#«B 

33004P SUPPBSM (2J1 (CD! Mre 5 sn*m 9 u 5 nkteriOBstf 


6 SSSfoP RUSTY BU4DE t29$ P Muisin 8 U 4 . 


a ANN LEBON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4y200 added 2nt UOyris 
1 524.131 a*UK»!3«mPM0rWitf)811lCU-.^_^_SQ«M 
2 DF4> JSSOlUiaYja«WU^T°ari*»9113-^ 

3 OFSPDB DBnUB7WLRVlhoriWn0113 — Mr M Thompson 

« 325000 BtaitUR (23) fas SSnrtti 3 11 3 SFRy»(5) 

5 065854 OBVWUSfi8X«£Calne0il3__- 

S m<Ff MFoaar 

7 : *06442 »«IOI»UWaB»la'9113 -^8^% 

.8 PORXP- «wni(POigt P)M}pi>y ^ 

nrmttrr i n irtinatn i-a t*** m &h*iv, u-l omow a*. 

■25-1 tbuMeff Mb, SM 


7 ®»4f4F GRANDSCEfStY(9|(I8ihJonnsr9X013_^'Ruraiaa 

8 &fP3PP SHOOK P0«T (28 ) Dl*t* 10103— IBBfa 

9 544 flttUtlff lAKE 127) Mas M W£^n 7 ID 1 J1 Supp» 

IB U265E3 WBia SPARKIE (36KCD) fas S Batune 11 10 06 CaMI 

U (H4433 HBJff DEE 01 V Rmpar 8 10 0 KJetnua 

12 PP450f^ IIOSS BEE (E77) (C) W 10 100—-. TBfari 

-UriMtamd- 

&ETTH& 7-2 Cfafil Wind, 92 Pariah, 5-1 Irat 7>1 Tetter Bod- 
BMtf Dm, Odfaw Ufa. W1 SinfaiW 12-1 OOKB 


rfVBl Rffit mtTY AMATEUR HANDICAP (CLASS 
r±rJ F) (DIV I) £2^00 added 1m 

1 062300 R0IMRE8.(19)(CD)<j1.Uxi& 611 7— fas J Itoora B1 5 

2 460000 WUnUSr(27)(D)DMENto6U4^1faaRaBA0)lO 

3 000046 ffilAS SflIE Bl7f (37} J Pe 0 «* 5 11 1 — lftsLWaitt6 

« iay-531 BIM 143) (CQD UcCari 5 13 0 fa Bitot® 3 

5 ODOM) OlWKp«ra»)CBnOtoeifllOJfrietWsra0)l 

6 060000- U3WE LEESC (126) D fabutffW 1^ 10 7 _Mre 0 fctrabfltt 2 

r 005334 onsw aiuma a Ftsto** id 7 jiacpmackmu 
0 6000-50 PRJNCaiftFRUR J &Bdet41I)4.J6es EJ Jones (S8 

3 00006 Mfflgfl gJfrearaMlflg Jfaa C ffaradonl 0) 4 

10 000450 SPSHJCLE JD4 US] B Pace 8 102.-Jfe*K »s [7)3 B 
u avemy mmoHomktmpDBa«e98jarvii»t^iiisi7B 

M TOfe ted, ll-l 


/jLOfi) ROD IVWTY 177W ANNIVERSARY H'CAP 
lT*ryi (CLASS C) £7,325 added Uti 2T 

1 31-3130 SOUTH EASTHW FRED (15) (CD) H CctfnfJK^' 6 Dj 0 

R MW 0)12 

Z 1-HXKJti BMIOON MU. BOV (Z2J (Ol) 9 NaiCUy 5 9 6 Rfaanr 8 

3 X3C010 OCEMt PARK (IS) (CD) LatyHem&ti&B ACtefcU 

J Otl-553 MlWRCMKKU2)<Ct9 0MurnHanfl)694. 

— — —Drae Owe* 10 

5 G2&>28 ffiCRET AIT (35) (C^ (SF) C FWnn 792 WRpn7 

6 451-901 HMMH (23) (CD) G UcClWl 4 8 13 JJ StaBntw (7) 2 

7 01 020-2 miomt3S)^MHimtar>5BlCWBmCaek(S}3 

6 202333 ROBSJJOW 01 (CO) D ftrtiuilrw 6 8 5 SWHtnaaiV 

9 22UMMI SHEWjr(17)iD»SJ«DW«)585 Jtow Bennt (7) 9 

10 050&63 HGPRSt (8) (Q M Mg^gwA. 7 8 4 Martin Dwyer (3) 4 

33 339035 WILUWH BOUE (32) «3» N UWBCSn 4 8 2 IQfaMfi 

12 5-12193 QMET M04 (23) (CD) WMurl 80 I Baton (S) 3 

-UdBCfaffid- 

BETTWG: S-l Puritoi, 6-1 South Eumbto tfad. Secret Aly. Qwrt Mi, 
7-1 ReflOirw 8-1 RtotSon, Ocean Parit 12-1 otters 


rSET WIN WTTH THE TOTE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS P) £5^00 added 4m 
48U-K SRMOBUBKEtl7)UB8LVIhHdl8111D — AtfanfaD 

2J51RD PB6BCPRMpMi)MHan»ron<llD113-^JOirto5fB 
003171 OffTICBWMnfaBSBHtnmeUlDp-^---;. 

. fa-M B ari faiw ro 

P3-1520 CCBEH (13 ) ) OSKfi 9 10 12 JtJdHMM 

awe — i. 

• • . 1 - 1 — 

23123. ^ ncotatowPOnBto^SMS ste** 


f F-m BUCHANAN ALE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CUSS R £2^50 added 3m 

1 R-56113 MDHtWt (US*) (47) (C01 0F1 LLuf)(p5120_JlSiJp(te 

3 12ms- KEMWORtHlADWSOPJil'ttfffiineBmSllT 

LMcfiattf7) 

3 2311-88 CKIWCES (M) (CD) 0 Beaumwt ID 11 5B (Lallan (3 

4 553-205 l»Htl(SWP^(D18Carti(*{?9115 Gnrlfans 

5 001P&-D ®*CE C*JB>t23} (DJ8 Canons UU4 «bPBdI«iiB 

fi ataRM mCfMflSfW5WsSSnWi9U2 HdfailfiBed 

.7 P050W MaawstEBUflOi) URjUMaraieiii 

n««»*a(7) 

8 05020 KWfiBU«B{HJOOl810B— — 0P«w 

9 090038 coestaj (Uts 90 7 100 — K tflfatOM 

10 P-213CP KMGS MWSHtM.05 RDl^noTlDO Ifttoa 

u OOOOCB THE OOtR *t*N (14) MtsLSOtW 7100 often 

-lldecfartal- 

Mmunae^ic JOtt. Tine nanasapaduiE Qw#Ev9Hl3a>,iftig5M»is»ai 
9a J3U The OtfwAta 9sr flfa 

BEntHGi 7-2 Doctntottcr, 4-1 Ikatom 1 , S-l Unto Lran. 7*lKenftaarib 
lto, Hw Fhto» 8-1 Wags Mndnri, RliMMid, 12-1 etfon 


lo'ricl REID MINTY SOLICITORS HANDICAP 
1£™J (CLASS D) £4»900 added 1m 4f 

1 wsmo OttOFFriC WLPCf7)CTGLMcrre 7 1D0 ^SVM*«*i5 

2 214Q3&- IWSira4SPBni»fl4»(ajMJorra»-t910 

OeanMeKtoMiZV 

3 311-233 WDTH£HGttLE5(30) (CDBF) L UHJ> 695 — Vf R)W) 6 

4 44222-0 U»[B](CD)|BF)GltoE990 AWwbn(3)3B 

5 341133 inHEM(WrpH(CD)RHDin3fiaI8811_D6S!H»® 4 

6 400313 zwMtwwuaCTJftovHfi^esi oautoi 

7 M0526 RBUOUSMIWOflRIPMSsurJBET 7 W Jtrtmi (7) 7 

-7 (tecterori - 

BETTWE; 0-2 In foe Moobj, 7-2 tdA 5-1 WottSEfafabiM, One OffTto 
Rto, S-l foearooB, 6-1 Mteerfopodb, 10-1 ffatows Htnbi 


A CWI REID MINTY PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 
L^-rVJ HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4^00 added 5f 

1 06U63 (WSO«WtC0I(t3Ltof*^*«51OO__FL|lWi(3)l 

2 13WM ENtUMSH nOI D Hsvdn Jones 59 U TWBfonsO 

3 OIWOO MMSU4(COUMont30rird(49U — -BaneONsSS 

4 026116 SMJ-Y 5LADE (14) (CO) C Cri&- 5 9 10 n Htogc 1 

5 353281 S U MGH{8) (CM MMa»fc4 9 2 (7e*)_DftiMnw0) 4 

6 tKWM BOWCUffE GRANGE ft 0 OHOran 5 8 i .. J Qrton 3 

7 521& M*tteMmEM&l)Khm4112A0muai1B 

-7«todared- 

BEntNS: 2-1 fobo (fade. 7^2 taltft Graft Hm, 4-1 Sato Stole. 94 & 
fa Hto, B-l ftnaflle firada, 14-X IQas, 20-1 tnttaato 


fo*onT RED MINTY LIBEL & SLANDER CLAM- 
1NG STAKES (CLASS E) £4y025 added 7f 

1 433004 NOBOBEX (29(C) D BSMXlh 5 10 0 D8totBfa(5)7 

2 54^224 BmmtO)mtn3F)t:Bmn7Bl2 w^ans 

3 100411 CH£«KrM)(q^MaGi«evw69U-_JlFjBon2B 

4 4&W- RRn£nJM6U97)(t91GCat&8l$91G— RC&dra>05 

5 6021-13 StMNNB(44Hta))0f)NBeny791O. DB McCabe 4 

6 00 CM*flW(3flffiFkwr4 99 &DTOMWS 

7 102121 MVOCRnOH (Z3] (CO) G L Moore 109 7 ACfctoS 

8 000414 SrBRSRSBEVBIBEd2){e)>EUfaE9S.-CfaHfatolO 

9 100604 QUMZU MARm (35) (CO) 0 tbycki JtftB 9 9 5 

— ioNBwRtoartsfD 1 

30 632650 OUR SWDEE M (&> K bay 7 9 4 JUta? Bend (T) 8 V 
- 10 riodared - 

BETtlHQ: 11*4 faaafasL 4-1 SoeMne, S-l Citlaa, 8-1 bwcadoa, 7-1 Por> 

pie Rkft friqtonfl Martin, Spctoeft Rawnto. 12-1 ethan 


COCl RED MftrtY LITIGATORS AMATEUR H’CAP 
LrrxJ (CLASS F) (WV fl) £2^00 added lm 

1 000201 U CH SAfiA (9) |CD) M fadgato 5 11 10 (5er) 

fa P MUdMu [7] 7 

2 604-164 HATttSUIHW(EP^(CqSLI*rae711f 

Mn J faraii S} 4 

3 0-54601 EASU£IGHll4)(a^ HHolreiieattSlOU— SArKGtoloS 

4 M036 St»ISnCIANHran8Biy51DUJ(rCJMi£rtoe(7)2E 

5 4-12335 BOU) HABIT ® J Pfcate 12 10 10 JkbsLPranx 3 

6 065031 SUX2 (IS) (CO) A Barter 6 )0 10-ISfi A L IWriennati (T) a 

7 6463E2 P8IVH£ RXIURE £17) (C) D Kite 6 ID 7.J4T T MtCatty 1 

8 505000- REH5WT0 BHOrrM (114) (0) J V &aOe* 5 102 

Mbs 

9 306342 DOnrWWfiOABSp) (Cft) DUiWTifl 10 0—.„ — - 

IBs J Fcriden 10 V 

10 OPOOO0 SUSSGt 90RSE (17) j Lsne 6 9 0_ _MrTWto»(719 

-UtManM- 

KITMG: 7-2BoU IWriL 02 Prirafa Rdnn, Eestleito. B-l iaCU Sato. 
Gedto- Don! Drop Borntu. 8-1 StnUatidan. 12-1 QltaE 
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Pitman’s Lad can solve Cup 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Racing Correspondent 

The winners' enclosure securi- 
ty at the Festival this week has 
been so severe the thought has 
occurred it would be easier to 
penetrate Fort Knox in search 
of samples. Edward Gillespie, 
the course's managing, director, 
must have brought himself to 
the attention of Jack Rowell yes- 
terday when he tackled some 
rapscallion who vaulted over the 
rail. It look some time for him 
to be persuaded that his victim 
was Aidan O'Brien, the train- 
er who was attempting to wel- 
come back Istabraq after 
success in the opening race. 

Fortress Cheltenham may, 
however, get its ultimate test to- 
day. If Danoli wins the Gold 
Cup, there will be armies of 
Irishmen attempting to storm 
the gates with ladders. Mr Gille- 
spie may be going home with 
footprints on" the" back of his 
tweed jacket this evening. 

Danoli is a nation's darling. 
His beeper, Tom Riley, is an 
unassuming, delightful figure 
and the horse has" fought hack 
from the near-dealh experience 
of a broken leg. The travelling 
romantics are with him to a man. 

Danoli is a mercurial figure, 
who either wins or falls over 
fences. He has also developed 
the tendency of becoming emo- 
tionally disturbed at the course. 
This is not the perfect creden- 
tial for the Cleeve Hill bear piL 

Danoli. like Dorans Pride and 
Cyborgo, is a novice and a 
member of their ranks has not 
emerged victorious since Cap- 
tain Christy 23 years ago. 
Whether Dorans Pride tries to 
arrest that statistic will emerge 
this morning, when the track will 
be unusually busy while the 
mists are still lingering. 

Michael Hourigan. Dorans 
Pride's trainer, and" Walter Den- 
nis. the preparer of Coome 
Hill, will monitor the Prestbury 
Park turf, now described as 
good to firm in places, to de- 






hut - he Jx unpriwen at cte tfi^- Somednjes runsowrf^ 

1 ins' rrrr> Mt'ffiSHI. srrinmdsjBSBESHr^&rabtBMi- . 


Martha’s Son (left) Is poised to pounce on the leaders in yesterday’s Queen Mother Champion 


centime whether it is safe to let 
their charges participate. In 
addition, Gordon Richards, the 
man behind Addington Boy.wflJ 
make a decision on whether his 
charge has recovered suffi- 
ciently from a leg problem he 
sustained at work on Saturday. 

Dorans Pride also carries 
with him some poignancy. Just 
over 12 months ago he was 
struck by colic and it took two 
operations and the removal of 
guy-rope lengths of intestine 
from his gut to save him. It is 
his legs which are now threat- 


ened as the moisture disappears 
from the ground. 

Coome Hill is a more likely 
runner. The fanner's horse 
from Cornwall arrived at the 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Nahthen Lad 
(Cheltenham 3JL5) 

NB: L’Opera 
(Cheltenham ZOO) 

course last night with the driver 
of his box expressing consider- 
able concern about the surface. 


Obiter Dennis may be per- 
suaded by Jamie Osborne, 
Coome HUI's jockey, that the 
course will not endanger' Hol- 
land's equivalent of Danoli m 
the realm of melodrama. 

The class horses of the race . 
can be identified as Imperial 
Call and One Man. The former 
appeared unconquerable in his 
win here 12 months ago, but has 
since become an equine Frank 
Spencer, finding calamity rush- 
ing to him wherever he goes. 

One Man was to have been 
part of a four-strong battery sad- * 


died by Gordon Ri char ds which 
now may be halved as The 
Grey Monk has been with- 
drawn and doubts surround 
Addington Boy. The grey is re- 
ported on particular good terms 
with himself after a session out 
in the fields chasing Reynard. 
However, Cheltenham’s undu- 
lations seem to have a peculiar 
effect on him and it may be that 
he will react as if someone has 
ripped out his spark plugs in the 
straight. The otherwise re- 
doubtable Dublin Flyer is an- 
other who looks as brittle as a 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

butterfly over this course and 
distance. 

In this porridge of impon- 
derables there is one horse 
who has shown aptitude for 
these surroundings and win not 
be hindered by the going. Jen- 
ny Pitman has established with 
Garrison Savannah that she 
can nurture a horse from the 
proving ground of the Sun All- 
iance Chase through to the 
greatest prize of alL She may be 
about to do it again, quite 
shockingly for most, with 
NAHTHEN LAD (nap 3.15). 


Tiger’ rouses Forster into paying a moving tribute 


CHELTENHAM 

HYPERION 

ZOO Kerawi 4 JO Certainly Strong (nb) 

2J5 WHAT A QUESTION (nap) 5J05 Or Royal 

345 Dorans Pride 5.40 Embellished 

335 Cab On Target 

GOING: Onml (i’itoI id Him In placcal. 

■ Left-hand, galloping iihuw with sulT fences. Uphill nm-ln of 240yd. New Course. 

■ i‘Y<ir*' is ore nilie north urimcn off A4:t5. Burt link from Chohcnhani rail station (served 
by Bristol, Birmingham und London, Padding! on 1 2m. ADMISSION: Chib SSO; TaOcr- 
salh* 52ft: Courage Enclosure % 10. CAB PAUL S5. 


GREG WOOD eiy to the ring in the Royal 

r* haitenhae, SunAlIiaflce Hurdle. The ine- 

reports from Cheltenham briation soon followed. 

It meant, among other things, 
Joy. despair, relief and inebtia- that Martha’s Son was swiftly 
tidn are just some .of the emo- forgiven for beating the fav- 
tioits which can bring tears to the ourites in the Champion Chase, 
eye at the Festival, and within As the sit runners set off, only 
just 45 minutes of the second day Lord Dorcet. a hopeless 50-1 
at Cheltenham, all four of them chance, stood 3t longer odds 
had Tun Forster, not normally than Martha's Son, with the 
given to displays of feeling, was greatest burden of expectation 
visibly moved by the success in resting on the impressive 
the Queen Mother Champion physique of Strong Promise. 
Chase of Martha's Son - “the That faith seemed sure to be re- 
kin dest and nicest horse that I've warded as Strong Promise gal- 
ever had anything to do with", loped eagerly towards the 
Istabraq, meanwhile, brought thud-last at the head of his field, 
delight to the punters and mis- but a horrible mistake there 


knocked every ounce of enthu- 
siasm from his frame. 

Now it was Martha’s Son, who 
had not completed a race for 
nearly 18 months, who was 
clearly going best, and the little 
horse - “a tiger", Forster called 
him -did not disappoint: “He's 
the most honest, genuine and 
tough horse I've ever had” the 
trainer said “A child of five could 
ride him, and at home he’ll fol- 
low you around like a dog. But 
when he gets on a racecourse 
he’s explosive, he completely 
changes character. He's a horse 
that makes you very emotional" 

So too was Istabraq, 6-5 fav- 
ourite for the opener and the 


horse on whom every Irish 
punter was depending. Nothing 
short of win for Danoli in today’s 
Gold Cup will bring a bigger 
roar , and the manner of his suc- 
cess added to the excitement 
Having sweated up, Charlie 
Swan's mount was last as they 
passed the post the first time, and 
though be bad joined the lead- 
ers by the second-last a mid-air 
cuLGsjon with Forest Ivory almost 
knocked him off his feet- Ista- 
braq recovered and stayed on up 
the hill to a crescendo of joy. 

The subsequent Thnnoy an- 
nouncement which warned of 
counterfeit Irish £20 notes in cir- 
culation was thus somewhat in- 


accurate, since circulation re- 
quires movement in two direc- 
tions. Instead, the cash flow was 
one way, with JP McManus, 
Istabraq’s owner, the most grate- 
ful beneficiary. Ireland’s mest fa- 
mous punter had suffered 
second-degree burns to fcrisT^etr- 
ting fingers the previous after- 
noon, when Finnegan's Hollow 
fell in the opener. Hie balance 
of power was now restored. 

“I chased my losses with this 
horse and Fm now showing a 
small profit" McManus said, and 
sinceheisinthehabitofdesrib- 
ing five-figure bets as “a few quid 
on”, the word “small” may also 
be something of an understate- 


ment MicManus also looked 
beyond his wallet paying tribute 
to John Durkan, who was diag- 
nosed as suffering from leuk- 
aemia just before he was due to 
start ’a* training: career,' Aritif 
Istabraq among his charges. 
“But for John, I wouldn’t have 
this hoi^’* McManus said. :M 1- 
hope this gives him a lift” 

The rest of the day belonged 
to Martin Pipe, whose Big 
Strand got up in a photo for the 
Coral Cup having jumped the 
last 10 lengths behind. Pipe 
completed a double in the M3d- 
may of Flete with Iferao, his 
fourth winner of the meeting. 

Results and cards, page 25. 


■ LEADING FESTIVAL TEAINEBS WITH RUNNERS: D Nicholson — 6 winners from 

"ill runner, gives u -urns** ratio of I0.2*i and a kwr mail level suin' of £26.00; M Pipe 
— f- winner*. li" nuiiK-m, -£70.00: E O' Grady — 4 winners, 1 7 runner*. il.rWfe, 

+JS I WiH: ALT Moore — 3 winners, IS runners 1 0.7H, +M.W 

■ LEADING FESTIVAL JOCKEYS: C P Swan — 9 winners. 55 rides. 15.4%, +£31.75. 
M Dwyer — winners, :I7 rules 1 1.SH. +S I'l.Mi; N WUUanwoB — 4 winners, 19 rides, 
■JLI'V +5r>.'fei, A Maguire — 1 winners 28 rides, 14^1%, -47.00. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Pennine Secret 1 2-00); Ocean Hawk 12. USi: Ehoha (4401: 
Slew Mon t'l. -IO). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; Betanariu (2.U0) won Bl Market Karen on Fri- 
day, Or Royal (5.05) uena here on Tuesday CerUta Brignnte (5.401 won at Sundown 
on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS (FROM WITHIN BRITAIN}: Political Tower t-J.Kij 
* 01 * if milw hy R Nison from Eurtddrndgp End. Borders: Major BeD (5.051 wan 288 
mile- by A WtnJbin* from NewmilLon-Siim£. Borders. 


fi/ij ELITE RACING CLUB TRIUMPH HURDLE (GLASS I 
A) Grade 1) £45,000 added 4YD 2m If £44,290 

OfiCVS STAR CL3) iTte RrjJTHaere) D Nicfufcon 11 0 R totem 

11 COMMANOC COURT (25) fO F DesnsYfl T W*n Cn 110 NMtanmn 

fill DOUBLE ABBOT (19) (Heritor! ijfcei Umrowj J H Johnson 11 0 A Debt* 

24 EXAUH>pi)(M5Bv*iJe«s)WJei*silO .TJeok* 

n HAHBEJ HOUSE HR) (39) tC A Wastboum) ft ffSAai u 0 DVSdta 

W HfflfflAM (28) iQuBiSMf Rung Rartrafirei K Baby 11 0 J Raton 

14812 KERAWI |19] (Bf) IVtSI IWW i Miv, Mill f*Ti«Sirjo H TwsnJi-CtMC, 11 0 -C u«w»*lfi 

41 KffiGS WIUCSS (USA) (21] (Jeflrey Htrttel p Pflcfiofc 11 0 DBridprotar 

1 LTJPEKA (FH) (19) (SheMi Timed N MJmumj D ttetatson U 0 lOahcroo 

13 MBOWANG f24) iThe Trn»npH H c| »njb) P ftehols U 0 PHUa 

LF240 MR MLD (USA) 126] tA 0 Spencej R AMu3 11 0 ICUkdy 

203 MUTANASSS (Ztq iMaicnm B Jonesi M Pipe 11 0 CMauta 

Mil NO MORE HASSLE (19) ITO lTh» My He* PsrmefSvpi Ura W ReiOey U 0 PMmo 

0050 PALAMQH (USA1 Qfi lUVI R M*£J J Wde 11 0 — TJIbslw 


WOE I BONUSPRWT SVffERS 1 HURDLE (CLASS A) (Gradep^T^] 
i)ErsjOOO added 3m UQyds £53,440 FW** J 

1 3603-13 AkZUM (261 0>ie C« Fatsm ParVy»!rpi 0 NiOiobir 6 11 10 RJotacan 

2 1-36230 DBUmiOVIE (18) (D) (Had M Sorteyi tfldiad CUmn^nm QrO 8 11 10„J P Bnd«fek 

3 *5-3231 EAUHG COURT (12) M (R S BnaMnnei N Betta0i 8 11 10 B Fenton 

4 432-533 ESCARIHWUE (HQ (IS) (Omen C Menxn 0 Ncnoban 5 11 10 DBAlffnrar 

5 13P-213 KARSIfl (3fl (C) (LM WssH 7 11 10 IDArn 

6 5-12130 OCSW HOWMOT JBR W AderS WssJ araduajN I-C&»5 UlO—CUwetjnB 

7 221-3FO PADOTS RElllRN (33) (C) IP OUomen F FArpn» 5 11 ID IIRfMB 

B 106420 PRRWHi 0) R llones. BaStt* jntJ Bast Pannen^ M Pice 7 U IQ A P McCoy 

9 152C&1 SOtfMB (313) (toe & Irara SfcnaKtaj M Ppe 9 11 10. CMnde 

10 112155 TMO{SBRBWE(U||CO| (Ok T uesday S^nicatolCItanG 11 10 IHa^eB 

U P64346 7IPSm(19)TOlMai[)VKCTI J JertnrsBUlO- — — T J Marfa 

12 151605 TRAflC HHJO (19) Harts ParmerefroJ M FVn? 5 11 10 NKnmB 

13 111-132 TMHGLOr m (Q (Bi} OURiuesa de MoaaBai J FfeCeraU 10 11 10 RDnwoody 

14 14-1240 URUBMCEmiQIUGStQramAOteilHiTlllO CTSmn 

15 IW33U3 nSLETWONDHt (34) (Q IWde; GdM^nna^V) N loctonCMes 7 11 10 DUMA 

16 K1-2F2 C O N Q U a U ft L£Mg Pfl)(D)Bte HA Uncart NHendeaan B11S — Jl A RtzgaraM 

17 021511 WHAT A QlCSnON (33) M UteVAsime) W Morrs (W 9 115 CODnyer 

-Udectood- 

BETTVKt 7-2 Eccartefleue, U-2 Ooaan Hawk. 8-1 Untonds, 13-2 Wtat A QnaSon, 7-lCmqoarta* 
Loader, Thfefdot, 14-1 PrMneB, 20-1 Katd*, Partoyl Rnturn, 25-1 tanai, Denynogile, 33-1 ottm 
199K CjtorED 6 11 10 D andgwer 8-1 |U C Pw! 19 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

OCEAN HAWK acre on the ground ana wffl stay the tnp. it can pay W fargoe bnn a Ww- 
par run at Kemp on on nme. The fitung of Winkers can help tan bum off the o pp osition 
33 he did m winning (he Long Wo* Hurtle I Ascot' and me Premier Long Defiance Hurde 
(HaydodO. The Kan won farm has been booaaM by the winner. Pharaneer, and so the placed 
hones. Conquering Leader arM Eacartefigoe. wtw might have prewMed with a better run, 
must enter calculations. Escartsflgue ts <Ub betser m with Nek Henderson’s mare, but has 
it to prow on ground thrs fast. KvsM. an urSucky- looking dart to Urutande in the 2m 5f 
Sun Aifance Novice Hurtle here last year, races keenly and may not stay, wnie Uiuoanoe. 
another witn suspect sumina, wu. at least, reksh the fiarg. The rane-ysanoid mare Wbat 
A Qoastfnn wM cope arih the sound and must erter ratartatwris. She had Tralngot among 
her victims ai Newbury. Selection: OCEAN HAWK 

Tee] CHRISTIES FOKHUNTER CHASE CHALLENGE CUP ["55*7 
(CLASS B) £25,000 added 3m 2f 110yds £1^868 

1 14P2-11 CAB OH HIRST (27) (N Hurt) UsMRMiev 11 120 SSSekas 

2 F442/2-P (XmC ASSET (31) (BFllGlPoueS Mrs Onsnne Ksdngl 9 12 0 JfrDSJoms 

3 22PJ dDBSACXEN LAD (139 ft J SwOdd) Mrs i StOMd 9 12 0 Mr Q Baku 

4 OC mt- CLONROSH SAVE (1003) 'Rated Tynal Robot Tyner M) 10 12 0 MrSHKxktaa 

5 1F21-P3 aHONULKELLT (14) IQrherE* Covjng ftscrng UsDGnsseS9 12 D MrPKxktog 

6 4.2P-1 COPPBI THSTLE (9)(R S HunroKt} N Rarrfet 9 120 SRIhtorinett 

7 36121-1 DOUBLE SEACH) (CQ [H C WmsJ R W»Ba 13 120 MrRIMoR^n 

8 2172,17 FWfTlIS (728) (CD) (J A R Barber 10 12 0 UrTIBcMI 

9 15U-U1 HOLLAND HOUSE P3) (C) (E Kn0s} P Oorai^ 11 12 0- MrCWe» 


13 OUl NO MORE HASSLE (19) IWlTtaNj Has* Pannertvpi Mre MRneCy 110 PM*80 

14 0050 PALAM0H (USA) (26) UdVI 9 MVS] J Wide 11 0 — - TJMovty 

15 263031 PLEASURQAND (IQ (Us Svkia E M McGanei R Cures 11 0 J Maris 

16 10 mUE SECRET (FH) (30) (D) IS) (EHe (Uong CU» M Ape 110 A P McCoy B 

17 6033 SUBTLE ALLEY RJSA) (5)0. A PPatrereMi P walla’ll (3 J A McCarthy 

18 3611K SEHSiU3 IUSAJ (IS) mvlMnt SRrtorsi N Hsnderscn 110 MAHbgMttl 

19 121 SHOOTBC LIGHT (47) (CD) U U Srovr) P UirtlTV 11 0 R Dmoodjf 

20 1 STYLISH ALUnE (USA) (XI) [P A ftrmest 0 IMUfH 11 u CODwyv 

21 3056 WARNING REEF (22) iP EirwvA StapWA VHetooS ftutiarn) C Mphan 11 0.W Mareton B 

22 212241 ALWAYS KAPPY (21) (D) tC R ffceO ites Ga, rdnoy 10 9 TDMeonriM 

23 25501 BajAAStTA (6) (D) (T.Artttrtl G HubbaU 109 Michael Bamnos 

24 U5TO5 EVR1ZA (391 (B ng Gen J Bearyi A OBnan Urn 109 THorpnB 

25 515411 MARUMETTE (23) U Omni W MiAro IMi ID 9 D J Casey 

26 612603 MS5 ROBERTO (25] (Mrs T Dadon) M Brassl (HI 10 9 KFtrMa* 

27 00 SOCIETY G09. (36) (h G U^vefyn] i O'Shea 10 9 JRKmagh 

28 12 WHITE SEA (34) (BF) a V M Roe 10 9— CFSMan 

- 28 doctored - 

BOTW& *-1 WNte Sea. 5-1 Lrtptoi, fl-l Shonttac U(M. 7-1 KaraM, 8-1 ConnaedM Coert. 12-1 
Stytah Aflim. 14-1 Ka& mnese. 1S-1 Ha More Haaole, JB-l Hayrato. S&-1 diem Star. Kubct 
House. Marionette, Miss Roberta, Panww Secret, Seram. *0-1 atfean 
1996: Padavs Rearm J 11 0 R Dumoooy 10-1 IF Murphvl 29 ran 
FONMGIRDE 

KERAWI vxi no what many confiderM to be a (oriuitous defeat ol the prematurely -eased 
White Sea fi Newbury and has since rjn second to t/Openi 31 Kempton. He gets much 
more of a stamina rest here compared io Kempton and that Is a Mg key to hts cnance be- 
cause he made part sindes to catch White sea at Newbury. Even so. Charlie Swan was 
definitely caught naporng. having ©van rua mount a breather on the home turn. White Sea 
hurtles with some ot Make A Stand's panache and she has a great chance if vie stars. She 
has supnsmg stamna confidenng sfie ts a haff-aster to me sprinter Humbert's Landing and 
she Mossomed tor Paul Cole on the level when put up to 12 furtangi aBhojtfi the urfnning- 
nne came only ym *i nme when she won a handeap at Salisbury after she had cruised mm 
iho lead. White Sea was most impressive on her hunJes debut » Newbury, bearing Shoot- 
big U0A by five tengais. Shooimg i^fit. who had one backend run at two tor M*k Jams 
and was much improved last year when gven longer trips, nas taken weft to hunBng and 
he ires a fix-tangrii winner m Grade Two company on goal to firm £ound here on Ms lat- 
eastarL He impressed RKharo Owwoody that day. Co mmanch a Court wwkinawi been 
the selection in soft ground, but tramer Ted wasn a wonted ty the test terran. This horaa 
won the Austrian Derby iaa Avie and the form actuaSy had some merit. Tha second sub- 
sequently ran tfmd m a Grade One race m tha USA and the thud had prevwusfy won a Lat- 
fed race m intend. Norman wahamsen was keen to nda iSomm an che court here rter steering 
hen io two iwod wns mcr nmoer w February, tut the ground was boOomteaa when he wW 
at Punchaaown last ume. L 'Opera lea iwo and a harflenehs to Spare over Kerawi at Kemp- 
ion and could ne a class act Ow race <w hurtte so tar leaves hroata tiworebcal de- 
oovemaga. but ho Hal form mduded a good dirt in a 14-ftutone harafioap at Tralee in Au®jst 
when he w»s enmig I 2 to to the yeor-Otoer Theatreworto dbunhl. KIii£s Wtowea was a de- 
cent sort on me level and boned up at HuntjnBJon aflar surdng wnh a Folkestone fourm 
re Shadow Leader. S dectfow: KERAWI 


5 LF21-P3 COUHOAL KELLY |M)ICDd0E(C(Kng (bong fite D GrtseS 9 12 0 JlrPItadtog 

6 4.2P-1 C0TOnwSHE(a(RSHunresCDNPbmfiet9X20 WrR Ihnnioetl 

7 ami DOUBLE SHA (35) (05 [H C WBwcl R WBffls 13 12 0 MrRIMa&n 

8 Omit- FANTUS (728) (CD) (J A Ketffeyl R BartwlQ 12 0 HrTIBcM 

9 1BU-U1 HOLLAND HOUSE (13) (Q (E Rn0H) P Oonigi 11 12 O. MrCVSean 

10 PP&-212 LORD RELIC (NQ (12) (BF) (Mn H J Cartel S Brsdenavr 11 12 0 JArRRari 

11 RUU2P- MR GSUOHIUrpBa (Ms R I CtodlN UrtSCobdBi 10 120 Ur* Sfiodfivy 

12 1133-34 MY N0M8EE (20) (Cl tD E Mdvb D ttdblfe 9 12 0 Hr R Barton B 

13 1/2353- S1U. H BUSVESS (3U3| iH G MAarr&j R Barber 9 12 0 MHPCaiOg 

14 L-3 TEARHWKY KMS (9Q (Ms Noresi McMarusi Enda Bdger |M) 7 12 0 MrEBdgB 

15 ilMll THE JOGSBt (2 Q (Mg P read) C te»d 12 12 0 MrjUBart 

16 Ul'lFP-l WHKT A HAND (39) 17 A BltosNI E ODaCy ltd 9 12 9 MrPFMn 

17 11D644 FVUL PRDE (267) (Oaname Baireto Ms C 11 11 9 MhPJomc 

IS 1M2 MSS MUBROOt (13) ID T GcHamthyi D Goiesnontiy 9 11 9 MrEWB— i 

-lBdectand- 

BEIWIB: 7-2 Cab Oc Targrt. 11-2 T i u n p wy lOnfc 6-1 Wlwt A Hand. 7-1 FflBtne, 8-1 PouOta SO, 
10-1 Hofaod Home, 12-1 INdtlc Abbey, The JotfW, 14-1 Lsrt Rafie. 20-1 Mki Mbroak, Mr Go- 
Mrity, SIM bi Bntoass, 25-1 My Nomfetos, 33-1 atom 
1996: Began UHB 120 Mr EBafgv 31 lEwtaBa^n 17 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

CAB ON TARGET e unbeaten m hunter chases this year and #ves die imprassjon he re- 
tains a good deal ol afaiily. Whet A Hand has been In form m Ireland white Stffl In Bori- 
naea is a winner between the but less effeenve under Rules and held by The Jogger 
at wmcanton last season. T ea raw a y Kfeig repres e nts last mar's successful stable and has 
recent wmng tom in Wsn pent -m-potms. Yat any surpnse could come Iran Certc Abbey, 
who came back soongty m two runs Last year only to make rresuAss in the mud at Hereford 
on MS reappearance m die race won Dy Mbs MHbrook. Setectfm: CAB ON TARGET 

fTqnl CHELTENHAM GRAND ANNUAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
B) £35ft00 added 2m UQyds Penalty vdue £28^79 

1 03-311=2 DAHCMG PADDY (33) (CO) (Byctarice Racing h Cunnm^iam-BteHr 9 120 DUMA 

2 15-0254 MBREETMO] (CD) (Mb Jd Brwyj PHabbs, 10 11 9 NMna 

3 331-434 IMCLE ERHE (1^ (D) (Lecy lloid Webbs: J FtaJerdu 12 u 4 fiBoadoy 

4 6-20422 EASIHORPE (3n(BI| (WBVi Brauffnon MsHKngR911 3 IFlHey 

5 0/211-1F CERTAMUr STROM (27) W WF) (Tfek Seanr J B fkheton 7 11 1 RDnvaody 

6 5224-43 TME WONT WAJr(4J) (DUBF) fOU Bens PsrtnasftoRTWps Bill IRaSton 

7 3-12113 MSIER ODUy (13) (CO) (BF) [M’s R U Hdl j Ktig 11 11 0 JCMoty 

B 303B1-P CABLE BEACH (mm (Hen M Saneyl Mo»d Cunngum (Ml 6 ID 11 CJTDwyw 

9 113531 P0UIKAL TOWBf (14) (Ig (fi B S Nson) R Noffi ID ID 11 Oeto ADoMrii 

10 d36f¥l EU08A(R){24)R19 IDAJCMBonl M Rpe 5 10 8 A P McCoy B 

U 113110 STORM FALtXW (USA) (3S|tCt5^Rnaffiy|SU»*>f 7102 >^-JCM>WMA(q 

12 322F12 SlIPBT COW (3fl (D) ffieorf Brodiesi R Las 9 30 1 ..-BJof—an 

13 332112 SCOBE BOY (42) (TO (R V Srm R9vwiVl91Dl fPMertck 

14 121022 6AR0ID (FR] C2TO (TO naoy Uoyd Webber] C Ehnls 7 ID 0— —J OibanM B 

15 4J-232P PERHNAFPezqiTOfMsSe^nBTVtanAfitor&iildllOlOO CPSMw. 

16 41213-3 NORSE RADER (38) (D) (Bf) iftter RraeJ M ^ 7 100 CMMrie 

- IBdadared- 

Mnmum eedit IGi Ihje AsndSsv weltfrtS: Gartdfr dst 12b %M^9sf3aANOse Bader 9st Tib. 
DEinHfi: 4-1 Cortatafy Strong, 11-2 Siota, 13-2 Time YfoeT Wait, 9-1 EasJfttvpe. 10-1 Bmto, 12-1 
ttreat Sepa Cota, 1*1 tflster Oddy.lB-l CaUe Beach. Dandng Paddy. PoWal taror, ScoMe 
Boy, 20*1 Pettaapp, unde Erato, 25-1 Korea Brier, 33-1 Strsn Fatoao 
139ft NNM 9 10 12 A P McCoy 7-1 IP J HattW 13 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Time WON'T WAIT, who usually needs a race or two to come to hand, may well how start- 
ed this season waft a win if he had not missed out at the HnM fence at Hayckx* and 1st in 
ManwHB King to ban Eastftxpe «4 PcriMcwt Tower. Certakaty Strang has every hope of 
being the first winning mare at tha maetng, Sha took to fences weB last season, wdirtng 
the flnsl two of only three starar batom having owing problems, and ramo back wbH after 
more than a year off to win at Sandown last month. Tatong a heavy M there a tonrtght lat- 
er when odds on r Mtatar Oddy'sraca shoUdfft aJtea her chance and, being Bgftqy raced 
over fences, she has has mom (or Imprewment. Selection: TIME WONT WAIT 

I e nc I CATHCART CHALLENGE CUP CHASE (CLA5S B) £45j000 
added an 5f Penalty Value £32350 

1 54-2343 lESON PTSIHtWflL (FR) (20) (BF) (ChseD C Meroer) D Nchatajn 6 11 7 Plkl g UUi 

2 2F32-1I DOtlttE SYMPHONY (33) (IWtiorv qp-MarR C BwcIb 9 11 7 BBraMy 

3 1U44 -01 MANHAHUI CASfLE (E3)(P ffcpaoki) A L Mwe (Ml 8 11 7 i FWoodf 

4 u-1233 MAX>RBBl(iq0gnTMikhnMAMeBm9113 AMM 

5 01-1121 0RR0VU.(FR) GQ (C) (D A JNneon) M Rpe 6 11 3 APMcOoyB 

B 2FRU-36 PMBUY PLACE (Ufl) (A J Cnseed N Tms&dObms B 113 CUiiMyn 

7 54-1111 SFARKY«yi£(3S)(IUBl^inondAnderexiaeertCRflri«7113 BBtony 

8 41211P STATHY HOME (IS) (P BowilJ P Bwen 6 11 3 HWusiiuu 

9 30U21F TtEREKREWBBITMIP)n)cBDfcauUGBKfng9llO _BMa 

ID FI -33 11 WDWESTWN>(U3(D)IUR)W8BffM!EHIM(M7110 IFIRIsy 

-10 declared - 

BETTMG: 7-4 Or Royel, 4-1 DodMe Synpbony, 5-1 Sparky fiayti, 13-2 Modstlan Castfe,8-1 Ma- 
)or Bel, 10-1 Stately Hone, Wld West Mad, 20-1 Desttn DTstraval, 33-1 The Rsmeed Bert, 50-1 

PT.I ili eiiiw OlariM 

rumunj 

1996: Ch^enger Ou Luc 6 11 3 D Bndgraier 10-1 (M Rqel 11 ran 
FORM GARDE 

Martsi npa has certainly upset tha applecart by bnrtgng out Tuesdays Adds winner OR ROY- 
AL agEon- The dangBr. of course, is mat Ms run jua over 50 hours earlier may haw taken 
a tot out of tan. Double Symphony was about to tahe the lead when she come down tour 
out m last year's Aride and later ran the eventual winner, Ventana Carson, tn a short-haad 
n the mud at Punchestorei. wfrare Manhattan CssUe was 21 lenghs back in tourth. Wen- 
ty of cut seems more or less essential tor Manhattan Casde. but Double Symphony has shown 
she can handfe it fasaar by winning over hurdtes at Sandown and a vtnufl! match over fences 
at Newbury this season. She's a classy mare and wel able to taw advantagy If Or Rayed 
has toft no race behuid on Tuesday. The transformation of Stately Homo from sating hur- 
dter to a useful fiont-nnwg chaser has been the success stray of me season. However, 
he tooks to haw btnen off tor more titan )a can chew on this occasnTL WBd Weet WW, 
tor instance, is another up-and-oommg young chaser, though es yet probaMy a bft-behtad 
Sparky Gayte. S a f ectto r c OR ROVftL 

ICAni VINCENT O'BRIEN COUNTY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS A) 
Lr!__-J (&ade 3) £3(^000 added 2m If Penalty Value £26£15 

1 032015- 5TOMW(3U)(TteUota&OTOtA9MBHMgrcB1110 : IGsMy 

2 1111-13 PBBfy A DAY (Bl) (I Good) Mb M fbeley 7 11 8 PWw 

3 0322-02 RDMANCBI (21) (D) (BF) (M Arterg tfes i EtaMtusO NT-DaueS 6 11 6.C UwnRyo B 

4 1014-24 CHBWl.'S LAD (82] (CO) (Mv Bane Bans] H hanriarsor 7 11 4 M AHtzgecabl 

5 F1F-F16 EDQMBS Dll MOULFI (FHJ (3^ (BF) ^obstOgtonl G ftcharis 5 11 3 R Dnoody 

6 0-20106 «UMSIROF(n)(9(APPMon)ROKtoi7112 XAbpanff) 

7 60-313* SIURMGES(CD}U0aMAfaM)JLHaits7111 DBMUwr 

8 211324 LAm-OMSY (5) (PFKfihOel Antony MWnsvSUl fiBodoy 

9 11110 TOeTTHESPREBCE(2QfG(ldeiiStepR3Bi«S)nkaeAffain(k95111-eFSwie 

ID 3-11332 RAMUOHSHJ((33)(D)(BRftJO(|gCUllMPtoBS110 A P McCoy 

11 U -43364 BUNA BOY W) (Lyra Wtean) N Hendecai 9 ID 12 ifTOromody 

12 M0-3O3 EMB BlgHm (33}(Mgi Street teangSyndPg) NMcato W510 12 Rlt^a 

13 114423 TtMB800S(2q(MraMWMJHovadtohnton71DlD ADobbki 

14 222346 IIYTTaifSCH0ICE(54)Cq(TO(GM|ttrt DNeholson6109 -Mr R ItartM (5) 

15 3-35360 OMtlHD NUT (5) p? (Ms R UHadtns) R Bicto 7 ID 6 — BPrradl 

16 032136 BLACXQUSI (l^ (Hare: PtWnaal J Ney(H161D4 tiOWn 

17 40-3124 AHBLESBErotBMVWMlSM&iraaiOO DBridpufer 

IB 1627-604 SLEW UM (TO 02} (BA rent* M Pipe 6 100 ^ DWsMiB 

19 441411 CARUR)B(B6AKIE{TO(LadyBarrdinOPWNiber51DO(7a4 n jOtom 

20 0-12056 CB1K LORE 0TO (Dr MdadStvfODWdil 04)5 IDO NVMtonB 

21 140300 TDMW (25) (J P McAtontE) F Bary A8 5 10 0 GOrtwyer 

22 14 20 ID nustno{i5B)(DBBRrock'4TPHdbbs5100 RJdna 

23 123263 fitORSTOCX P) IMsMF*t3r0fiHate» 7 100 TQwoondbeCa 



1 032015- STOMPW (3131 [rte V(*» Grom Uri) Ate H hrtfyt 6 U ID I iCMMy 

2 1151-13 POXY A DAY (61) (I Good) Ms M fedey 7 11 8 PWw 

3 0322-02 R0NANC8I (21) (TO (BP) (M Aider B AAss J Btadusti NT-Daues 6 11 6.C Uawotyo B 

4 1054-24 CHBHL'S LAD (8Q fCO) (Ms Bane Bansg N Hendarson 7 11 4 MARfegscato 

5 F1F-F16 EOBMEB DU MOUtl (f?d (3Q (BR pobstOgieniG ftctartsS 11 3 — ROonody 

6 0-20106 KADA5IROF(FTO(5)(APPMon)RM>i7112 XAbpanff) 

7 60313’ SIM RAGE $) (CD) (I CMd AbM) J LHaits7111 DBMMwr 

8 211324 LADYDUSY(5)(PFKehoe)An>iOiyMdrev8Ul SBariay 

9 11110 TOASrncSHEECECS) fGdden &epR3ongStyrdcat3 AOTtaen (M) 511 l-CFSww 

ID 3-113S HAMUONStiX(33)(D)(Etoeft3QngCkn)UItoe5110 A P McCoy 

11 0-43364 BARNA BOY 04} (Lynn Mson) N Hendecw 9 ID 12 JtO enft 

12 RIB-303 M gmSHH tfaHMgi Street teongSyrd«3g)NMgada >05 10 12 Rlt^a 

13 114423 m B80m m (Mis MWBbfflJ Howard Johnson 7 10 ID ADobUe 

M 222346 HYnt9reCNOICE(5«n(TO(GU|«Bri)DI«dioisan61D9 — Mr R Ttaoroton <5) 

15 3-35360 SWUIO NUT m (Ms R L-Harimg R BlcUer 7 ID 6 — BPowet 

16 032136 BLACXQU91 04MareMnee1JNdy(N161D4 AlOWm 

17 403124 AHBLESTOE 01) (8 M WU Ms S Yttans 6 10 0 DBridpnfer 

IB 1627-604 SLEW MM (HQ 02} 0 AI^MBM M Pipe 6 100 ^ DWaUB 

19 441411 CAaiTOBRIBAlOE (1^ Bamtort) P Webber 5 100 (7a) JOto ne 

20 012056 CEUK LORE 0TO (Dr MdBdSnjriOOWdll 01)5100 KVMnmB 

21 140300 TOW* 05) U P McManuS F Beny (W) 5 10 Q GOrtwyer 

22 14 20 ID IWBnm05g)nheBRroDk'4TPHdbU51OO RJntwai 

23 123263 HTORSTOCX (7) IMS M F*ta»n) N Korops 7 10 0 Ttaecortbe (3) 

MnnunwaSfKIOa. Iiub h/ntap wtigts Sat Man 9a 13b. CaOt Bitffnm 9a 13b. CaUo Cem 
9aOb. fttav 9sr ll*. Fwsttio 9st as, Wbratw 9st Bb 

BETTING: 6-1 toy A Day, 7-1 Carito Brigawta, 8-1 Edelwel* On Hmfc, 13-1 Bwbeflcbad, HamA- 
tni Sk, ledy (May, Romocw, Stack queen. CheyT* lad, Too Bnxfie, 16-lAnbtato^Catoc 

Lore, Toafi. Ibe Spreace, 30-1 Srer R»f. 26-1 Barm Boy, Stow Mwi. Tfigwri, 33-1 utbeo 
1996: Siar Rage 6 10 0 D Grts0*f 14-1 o L Harral 28 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

This kxiK a loihrAier compared to When Star Rage beat nNmicer. Non Vfintaw! and ClMMyTi 
lad 12 months esi and a more «edtoant contest s last month's Ibn Gold Trophy at New- 
bury in Edehreto Eta MonBn never tookad kkejustUyit«A«)port behind Make A Stand 

and ms sfflttematB Harottton SBk. NotMng could 0H naar Make A Stand. wMcft arrt aur- 
pnsng eonsHfenng he s now the cnampkn tanner, and Hamilton S4k came ttvwtfi to pek 
up me (»ecea m the doang stags*, iw uniBely me totm can be taken at taoe value and 
EdetweB Du Mouin, who had haded up finm Ton Bnxs* (fltti better rt at watherby tha 
ume before, coutoeaaly be «nh another chance. One who desenmbenar luck than he 
had hart last year ts EMBELLISHED mu looked certain to be concerned m the finish of the 
Tiwnph H»«>e Wien bgpesned up and being bmu&it down approaching the Last. He's been 

brwiEht along skwAytiw season and seems reasonably treated w lOst 12 ft. wtseft makes 

tan 7B> better In tor being beaten two and a ha* lengths Into thWbyTaeet The Spiraea 
at LajBrtsoMi tost Qma. Ftemy A Day may have last Ms unbeaten rtWrt but he cenaHy 
wasn't tflibwrad «h ne streng-finshMg: thrt to Master Tnbe and Black Qoaea at Leop- 

aidstown In Jaruaqr. A 7li put with (he mnnonup. phn tf» atiibriMBh here and being able 

to itatole the faster pound, makes Mm a darker to ell The rwte CarBto B^ua has 
item nf a battle «i Ms hands than at Sandown on Saturday and ms* toot even conflnn that 
tram with fcwth-plaMd Lady Delay on 7to worse wire. Selection: EMBEL1JSHED 


CH EUnEJiHAM 

2.0ft KERAWI was beaten 2'/s 
leaglhs bylTO^enuat Keraptonlast 
month but the former is 41b bet- 
terofftod^y and this tougher track 
w3J suit him. White Sea will be fan- 
ned to gain revenge on the seleo 
tkm,who beat Martin Pipe’s nmoer 
by IV* lengths at Newbury. Char- 
lie Swan was blamed far that defeat 
but Carl Llewellyn's mount ran 
prove today that win was no fluke. 

□QQ 

2-3&WHATA QUESTION, third 
to Cyborgo in this race last year, is 


— pr~- — -UIU4 6,S1 Ol UK OKC 

ol nme and can hold last year's 
Coral Cop winner, Thduglot 
□□□ 

3AA If Michael Hou rigan deckjes- 
that the ground is suitable for DO- 


HYPERION 


RANS PRIDE to take his chaw? 
then the tip should be taken. He 
bolds Cybtxgo an hurdling form, 
has taken wefl to fraces, likes this 
track and has limitless potential. 

non.-: 

3-55: CAB ON TARGET, afonner 
high -class, staying hurdler, won his 
Gist two hunter chases easily and 
lHoesfastgrocnd. Irish laidefv Wipf 
A Hand may pose most problems. 
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Those who thought Terry Ven- 
ablespkked up a nice, uncom- 
plicated earner in the sun 
coaching Australia had not 
reckoned on the job taking him 
to Macedonia. 

The Balkan country, surroun- 
ded by Greece, Albania, Buiga- 
ria and Serbia, yesterday hosted 
Venables^ first match with his 
A ust r al^ team in Europe. The 
former England coach had 

cfimht an I » ' , ... 


' troops survive perilous mission to Macedonia 


fbreignrbased squad, several of 

j whom play with British dubs. 

, 


Macedonia, who entertain 
the Republic of Ireland in a 
World Cup qualifier next 
month, invited the Australians 
and their famous coach for a 
game here in the capital, Skop- 
je, a city of a million people set 
amid snow-capped mountains. 

However, what should have 
teen akw-key friendly was soon 

overshadowed by ofr field prob- 
lems that even involved the 
Macedonian government. The 
trouble started when die Fbot- 
ball Union of Macedonia (FUM) 


unexpectedly shifted the game 
100 miles south of Skopje to the 
city of Bitola, apparently to ap- 
pease fens in that remote region. 

A perturbed Venables had 
the venue checked out, and he 
was told it was unfit to stage an 
international because of the 
poor pitch, lack of any chang- 
ing rooms and no spectator 
seating. Australia threatened to 
cancel the game unless ir was 

moved back to Skopje. Venables 

oontaoed-Macedoma’s embassy 
in London* which became in- 


Steve Connolly reports from Skopje on a 
Balkan ordeal for Australia's footballers 


volved in persuading its football 
authorities to back down. 

Although the match was 
saved, administrators from both 
sides found other sources of dis- 
pute. The most pronounced 
was an argument about televi- 
sion rights, which Soccer Aus- 
tralia (the game's governing 
body there), had already sold - 
only tote told by the FUM that 


it wanted to sell these rights di- 
rect to Australian broadcasters 
planning to show the gome live. 
Soccer Australia's chief execu- 
tive. David Hill, threatened to 
lodge a complaint, with Fifa. 
world football's governing both', 
because of the' Macedonians'" 
conduct over the television 
rights. 

The players were not spared 


their share of misadventure 1 !. 
The Rangers defender. Craig 
Moore, missed a connecting 
flight from London because of 
fog and had to drop out. 
George Kulscar. who has just 
joined Bradford City from 
Antwerp, caught the plane in 
time but three suitcases full of 
possessions he was moving to 
Yorkshire from Belgium never 
showed up in Skopje. 

Soccer Australia had risked 
offending Australia's vast Greek 
community just by coming to 


Macedonia, which is known in 
the football world as the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedo- 
nia" because the Greeks claim 
ownership of the name of 
Macedonia. Soccer Australia is 
also not overly popular with the 
300,000 Macedonians living 
-Down Under" after their foot- 
ball dubs became casualties of 
offidal policy to de-ethnidse the 
national league. 

Despite the aggravation sur- 
rounding this game, Venables 
was charmin g to his hosts and 
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Simon Grayson yesterday 
looked ahead to Leicester's 
Coca-Cola Cup final appear- 
ance. at ^Wembley following 
Tuesday’s semi-final victory over 
Wimbledon and recalled how he 
thought his season was over just 
seven weeks ago. 

The defender was the victim 
of a late tackle in the fm«l 
.minute of Leicester’s fifth round 
win at Ipswich which left his leg 
sliced open and his ankle with 
serious ngaraent damage. 

However, the injury was not 
as bad as he or Martin O’Neill 
his manager, originally feared, 
and now Grayson feels more 
able to' forgive and forget. 

“At the time I really thought 
I wouldn’t play again .this sea- 
son,” said Grayson. “It was a re- 
ally bad one and I feared the 
worst. I still can’t believe he 
[Richard Naylor of Ipswich] 
wasn’t sent off for it, bin luck- 
ily it wasn't as serious as we all 
thought. In fact 1 was back af- 
ter one game and I have thor- 
oughly enjoyed evmything since 
- everything except Chelsea, of - 
course." 


But while the hotly disputed 
penalty which knocked them out 
of the FA Cup has clearly 
worked as a motivator, the 27- 
year-old suggested that being 
written off before the season 
even started had been an even 
bigger factor in their success. 

“I don’t think . anybody out- 
side the club would have be- 
lieved we could, do as weQ as we 
have,” Grayson said.’ 

“When we went up to Snn- 
derfand for the first Premiership 
game we were picking up the 
papers arid reading that every- 
one was saying we were cer- 
tainties to go down. 

“All that did was give us the 
determination and desire to 
prove everybody wrong - arid 
that’s what’s happened. Of 
course we’ve done it by hard 
weak and a good team spirit, but 
tf we’re honest we*ve probably 
surpassed what even we thought 
we could achieve. That’s down 
to belief.” . 

Afier.tfiOTvictcny over Wim- 
bledon at SeUrurst Park on 
Tuesday night, which followed 
on from play-off success last 


* ■ 
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Liverpool make 
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The future of Stan CoHymoreat 
AnSeld may come under threat 
if Roy Evans’ attempts to sign 
the Polish international Manek 
Citko bear fruit The Liverpool 
manager has set up^£L5m deal 
.* for the 22-year-old Wklzew 
Lodz striker, who is due to ar- 
rive in Liverpool today for talks. ; 

The -developments corne a 
month after CStko turned down , 
Blackburn Rovers, .saying, he 
wanted to stay in 2\riand and be- 
come a priest. Instead, it seems, 
his vocation may Heal AnSeld. 
Nottingham Forest have tak- 


aned 


en iheirfflendmgtoLSJm <n the 
r of 72 hours 


space cB 72 hours with the.flm 
signing of the striker lari Moore 
hOTiTiansiereRovets.lt Mows 
thearrivalonMbadayattlKQty 
Ground of 'Celtic's' Pierre van 
Hooijdonk for £4.5m- 
Mooreytiiesonaf .the former 
Ttanioere player Ronnie Moore, 
^roiioprormoence Jast season 
when faescored m five successive 
League games. He has five Eng- ; 
land Under-2l caps. 

A deal has been struck be- 
tween Brighton's co-owners Bill 
^ Archer and Greg Stanley and the 
prospective buyers of the Third 
Division club, led *— **-*-*- — 
horn businessman 


;sibte’ 


Details of the deal have been 
held up for legal conside ration. 

Peter Schmekhel is set for an- 
other round of talks with h is le- 
an l team before stating whether 


be is prepared to heal hisrift with 
Ian WrigfrL- The Manchester 
United goalkeeper, who has re- 
fused to comment, met with the 
dabs senator , Maurice WHkins, 
yesterday after the publication of 
a letter from the FA imploring 
both players to make up. 

Wfest-Ham’s Welsh mieraa- 
tional defender Mark Bowen is 
to join Ossie Ardiles’s Japanese 
side, Sfrinrizn-S-Pofee, for £lm. 

LesFerdinandwifl miss New- 
castle's Uefa Crip quarter-final 
second leg tie in Monaco next 
Tuesday after aggravating a ham- 
string strain in Newcastle’s 4-3 
defeat by Liverpool on Monday. 

Bournemouth are nearer to 
closure after their major credi- 
tor, Lloyds Bank, rejected a 
takeover bid of more than £lm 
from a consortium of supporters 
and local businesses. 

Lincoln’s Tferry Fleming has 
been banned for three matches 
after giving a team-mate’s name 
to avoid being sent ofL Fleming 
gave the name of Tony Dennis 
to referee Plaid Uiyior when he 
. was riwwn the yellow card for the 
second time, and stayed on the 
pitch during the Third Division 
match against Wigan lastmooth. 

Coventry’s manager, Gordon 
Strachan, and the winger John 
Salako have resolved their dif- 
ferences. Strachan angered 
Salako by replacing him 20 min- 
utes into his comeback against 
Leicester at the weekend, when 
he came' on as a half -time sub- 
stitute following a back injury. 


May and what looks like Pre- 
_ miership survival it seems hard 
to renatf that the architect of the 
success was a tainted and haunt- 
ed man less than a year ago. 

Following a 2-0 home defeat 
by Sheffield United on 30 
March, an gry Leicester fans 
barricaded Filbert Street de- 
manding action. 

But instead of ignoring them, 
Grayson recalled how O'Neill 
accepted the challenge. “The 
fans weren’t happy with the sit- 
uation, and I trunk most man- 
agers would have just ignored 
it aB,” be said 
“But he invited them into to 
his office to talk thing s over and 
explain to them, and the attitude 
be showed there has carried us 
through to where we are now. 

“Now we're just 90 minutes 
from Europe, and even the 
verytboughtof that is an amaz- 
ing prospect, something we can 
barely imagine. It's going to be 
a great day out at Wembley and 
if it goes right it will go down 
as one hell of a season.” 

Meanwhile, Wimbledon's 
Robbie Earle is determined to 
bounce back from Tuesday’s de- 
feat and make amends by win- 
ning the FA Cup. 

The Dons were on course to 
complete their double Wemb- 
ley bid after Marcus Gayle's 
spectacular strike gave them a 
first-half lead against Leicester 
-until Grayson’s equaliser sent 
Leicester through on the away- 
goal rule. 

“We were desperately disap- 
pointed we dia not achieve 
what we set out to do,” Earle 
said. “It’s no use worrying about 
it because we still have a lot to 
play for. I was very emotional 
because I knewwe were so dose 
but I consoled myself with the 
fact that we could put it right in 

the FA Cup.” 

Wimbledon are still heading 
for Europe on two fronts with 
a Uefa Cup place beckoning in 
the Premiership - or a place in 
next season's European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup a possibility if 
they reach Wembley by beating 
Chelsea at Highbury m April’s 
FA Cup se mi-fin aL 

“We hoped to face Chelsea 
in the cup final but will be well 
psyched up for the game. I 
thmk we have the advantage be- 
cause we have a good record 
agairist them and beat them 
4-2 earlier in the season. Last 
night's defeat will only spur us 
oa We know we are a good side 
and we refuse to let this season 
taper out.” 

Not only Europe, but Eng- 
land is also dearly on Earle’s 
mind and he is eager to impress 
Glenn Hoddle, the national 
coach. 

“I had a taste of international 
football on the standby side and 
it oily made me want more,” he 
said. “1 am having the season of 
my life and desperately want to 
be involved. I know HI get the 
job done.” 




The Leicester goalkeeper, Kasey Keller, consoles Robbie Earle at Selhurst Park on Tuesday 
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Weale leads 
Wales to 
famous win 


J ‘ -*V 


Wales, are attempting to 

i : ^ _ ihrnr 


3/VI 


V 


a 16-ycar gap since their 
e International indoor 
made an excel- 
ymoney yester- 
day when they teat tbe 

defe nding champions, Scotland. 
, The Sqater.chasing a record 
seventh successive title, forged 
-kilo a <50*57 halfway lead, but 

Vfcles tto -recovered and 

moved 93“7fi ahead with 15 of 
the: scheduled 21 ends com- 
pleted- Tbe Soots rallied over 
the lasqiiarier.-bui ’Wales held 
on for their ei gh t-shot victory. 

“I'tttt'dte^poinied. but not 
de^Tpa&eBt-wecanstiDwm it” 
the Scottish team-manager. 

Johi^iimets, said. 

Ttefosstofthe Welsh camp 
was Rcbm Wealc. who guided 
Iris risk foV crushing a 38-10 win 
% : twtlfellJertiProvan. John Price 
.^ addeif -a .21-15 win against 
Richard .’ Corbie and Jason 
Greeu^adc edged out Graham 
Rot^£jaott2I-l9. 


uPunaiiiuu 

T0«x AU.BKUM) CHAMPHNSMPS (NEC. 

Evaon j&BifWX ffiiu 15-2 J5-8: PM 

Own 0M4VttH SwvHo S Knrt 3S-1S-15 if- 
&- Q Smosb tww) fcTSagnrt-tDan) 1S-6 15- 
1Z M Lundwa Harwn (Den) bi Own tang (CM 
Ur 15 15-11 17-15; P RanniBaan (Dan> U J 


rWMte* IBbW l&A 15^; J EMhi and IM Hw 
aan (Pen) fit N Penang BTtS J Brodtwy IS- 

IS 6-1 iraQ: C arwen and G Jun (Ch) lx H 
Tas-Hm WO) 15-129- 15 15-U: Z Zuev and 
MIHuMMlRud RDaqnwniBMei- 


amxrn Gndon) 15-UJ 15* T, 


;H«mxi(b«lS-83*aOERCiW<»*w|- 
tn 0 Pvwaz 1SS15-2; OongMpv 
a K ±m«n (Son) 3M 15-1; Un tmen (&v « 
Yaw Hj»K»n.{Motsyl 15-12 15-U;IVM«Pn- 
« K OdW BJenJ 15^ IS& Saim fWarO 
a A Bo»en (Dent 1£M 15-12 Id-lTi Sin JUn 


(Deo) 15-5 15-9: C ArttrdOWopi l&d 
ZkiWlMQ IS-1S 

I6MkS} M C iBtocOT JndM VW» (Dari 
‘ ’■ M Scjwrt and B Oven (Botj ex j 
m LCola (B« 15-9 15-5- 


120-112 IWalsft skips rnsy: J Prwe Qt R Cw- 
Ke 21- 1£; M MsLey tost to R McCciSocM 15- 
23; RWaalf M R Pttmh 38-10; N Leigi tost 
to W Wool 12-25: S Row toa to J Muk 14- 
20; J Ocenslade U G Robeffioo 21-19. 


*T 
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Boxing 

The purse-bid deadline for Lennox 


Lewis's World Boxing Council heaujr- 


(OiittP i ^gBg IM IMsPaw Owhi 


Mi ta V DtuAdhenko B-16 15-11 18-1AL Vi- 
ara (CW at J 15^ 15JC H Am (Wort 

^ftxaabto 10-15 1S10 15* R saw 

i Srde (Sr* 15-10 1S11. — 


►Bfc CMcagp 117 Boston 106: ABsrffli 106 Utah 
99: Oaxica te VBnajuwr ea Minnesota l« 
ftatodi*Wal»,H«a*Bn 103 SwWnnto 7B; 
Dean »i New Vtxtt 83; Mam 108 iw h i wma 
9% Ortmto 98 Danw9L’Ti»iw 1M Phoem 
lin: PDrdWHt 109 LA Cappm 105; SMtae 93 
Damn BO; Oeuatane! 88 Saeianwna 85. 


wei^TtOtJe defence against Henry * 
Inwande has been changed for a third 
nme. Offers for the aM -British bout win 
now be opened on 1 April In Metioo ar 
norm local time. 


(W^ayittl 


Me* 


:T Heqono and M Thnur ft}- 


Z'Mff»LLu(CMI 


HOME WreHHAJWNAL WD00« CfUHTt- 

: Wales m Scotland 


Cricket 

Marie Taylor, the AustraBar captatn, has 
recovered from a back injuty and will 
be fit to lead his country in the second 


Test against South Africa beginning in 
Port Elizabeth tomorrow. 

The 3ll- rounders. Ruwan Kalpage and 
Upul Chandana. are to^ain the Sn Lan- 
ka squad in New Zealand for trie three 
one-day internationals starting on 22 
March. The two players will replace the 
batsman Dufeep Samaraweera and the 
fast-medium pace bowler Pramodya 
WKtoamasanghe, who van return home. 
England's third lest against Australia at 
OH TraflbnJ from 3 to 8 has passed 
the £lm mark en ticket sales. The sec- 
ond day is virtually sold out. 


mg on appearances, Nogan's former dub 
could also receive a further £25.000 for 
the 2t>ye3f-0W, who scored 27 goals last 
season for Burnley. 

David Webb, the Brentford manager. h3S 
confirmed he suli intends m leaue the 
Third Division leaders alter handing in 
a resignation letter following the defeat 
at Preston on Saturday. However, as the 
the chairman. Martin Lange, is present- 
ly in the United Stales, the contents of 
the letter will not be disclosed. 


NHL: Filvico 3 m islairfc is 2; r*ew Jersey 8 Ed- 
mciH'X' 1 . WVvtfvnpion - iMnove 1 1; Butlaio 3 
PrurMCipniB 2 '(Hi. Si Louis 4 Son Jose 3 


Football 

Preston herre sgned hurt Nogpn. me 
Sumley striker, nr £150.000. Depend- 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Ytarterday 

IWTCHWmWAL 1 -— - -_r 
ta 0 Ausw* IA wtnw®). 

EUROPEAN UNB0Wie«A»mOIW»OBHp 
f>wceX(HB«y«aiSvi«»»ani a 
«mPSAUNCfCOHSBMllONFM'ObMan: 
gU^|s«Swnjn 0: Sw»dHi0NimdiL 

IbsKfay 

CPPMtnn CUP SwM (fo al M wo w l UC Wre- 

v erra on*. ac^MP J-l , Leaner h*i on 

Sf^wUMB pRfflBiaiBRBIedaLm Ija* 
Hwe l (Hwwdia^ 


■nWdOMilBreAloaOlii*niB8BCtoMSBilaiThis- 
m2 (IMbvi 36. NobteSSL MontmM 0 ta» 
Counnra 

GMVUUdMLLCOrarUUnCC. □iuiiijumON^ 
dermcmr 1; 0o«er 1 Staenag) 1 


_ l Rwnan C 

amPfcMat! Fte® o Newon now 4; torbnewr 
0 Magpie a WStertotmiiB 1 trowwmge J. Dr 


_ Cap seraW 

BUftlXi 4 Radi* OuBW^rMO 1 |9gS 8- V*y 
mouth 0 Svdtvy fawn 3 iqgS 0-41. 

M1HOWK EXPRESS IUUAND ALLIANCE: BO- 

Kenafl 1 BndOTinh 2; Chasesw" 0 Botomw Sr 
Mthaefe (fcHreHer AlWW A taSiae 2: B bl 
saA VW 1 Budisfl Olympic 1: RDcaster J Wfflen- 
hsc 3; SanJ*^* Borcu0i IBtoown l. Strto&J d 
Hnypersey Vtcrwa O. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEACUEPMaiar DMalmr 
Fakotham 2 Man* 0: 1 WaxWd# 3; 

Mewrrma 1 Wteaech 1. SUBfrurW 0 Harwich 
& PWWsmn 3: Wanon 1 Soham 2 VabwHfenW 
fiUntol: Wmham 3 HabHad i. 

JEW50N WESSEX LEAGLE; Ofmenon Heaih 1 

mfimoamB O; Thatiavim 2 WrBKlxrrcfi 3. 

FEDBUnON BREWary NORTHERN LEAfitiE 
mi DMrtw Tw law i BeaitopM* T«™« 3; 
WimyAEasiipBnZ 

NQHTH WEST C0UNIIES LEMKJE ft* tfcWoa: 
Amonon CPMsnes 5 bacKmH fiwins 4; Bern 
O NeiwasM Town 3. OnawO 1 &M>ftGas- 
sdP ITmtftw 2; Haver CM Boys J cracnenori 
4; Mane Roaa 2 KUHgmt x 
NORIHBM COUNTIES EAST LEASUC Prwntai 
DtuMsa; Matty 1 IhseWey I Nonfi Fetnhy 3 Cr 

un lemma 

$CREWFU DtRECI LEAQUE Preratar DM3km: 
PauCon 0 Ooa Doan 0. 


haWWto. toe; Hbjw 0 amBwoupi ft Ksttor- 
(ng3Aknncb>rn tW 


liWahngEWalPgl. 
ids LEAGUE Prowler Wvhtos DuhmrfiO &V 
t*« l: Henoon 1 Yotwi 3; Yto*« 3 Bshop e 
SnrtoRl a HatOtoMw 2 1 


0; OMhm A M«s»m ft tawonl Pun- 

MIX 5 Msttom 0: WSBun 4 HHShBm 2 lOanwy 
island a, Wiytafeafe S BBrtMmaM atooijrf 


larM 64> NflQtngW” ►OTK 2 aou 

jS^iVXOSXSSm 

jn jwwson 66. fswsnson RU 
aWrd P Mri o n : CMSgr dTocW 
10. Low 17. M. 

•Bivttaf :SZ. 


_my niuiii rmrr irienn rnimr — 
UHMFW»ae 2 (DW 18, Cnertmy 
STcdEJiSrO. . .... 

73 lQueer- d(i» but. 1 WL 


DMHonrCmshuntO Coffer Rowiftomtari to 
DodiiflgOEgiOT2;EilP«re'l Win dMrftBon 

1 ; ttmnam 1 Mbddp3STPi*» « **&**° 

lWyMtoyllialhertieBd-i&ae^ 
OBBns^ftlWrfOMetorega ^aLw jea 
0 ; Mprtrwood 0 &W Thurrocv O. GUMtlw i bn 
MOM»CtopsMal*i« second te 
WOOD 3 Kmmn 2 faet age Mi; Suwm uto 
1 BBtotwTftW J-3J. 

O HTOfO IBWBB Promler 
erCay2 Moon Abort 1; Manne 3 Wral grt UB 
a CM*y 1 flBn*wa3»3; EoWg»0 
op htSaWQ.MDM&m U*Wl2fi«- 
WOO0 Tow 0; WMCpn TOW 3 6na» 1. 
“ “ * ‘ — — I w* 


MMkCtom e nSSSfoSS. 


't»WVrrBOLBt80EPt«ntorPw“8«^»- 


unseam- UNITED GOVHTKS LEAGUE namhr 
Dtvbtom Sramtorti 3 Sostong 2: Itootton 2 Lang 
Buctt» 2 . 

UOJET SUSSEX COUNTY 1EMWEJOM O'Hm 
Lw*UB C«I wnP-Mwe Burges H, l 2 SrtseyO. 
WINSTUNLEAD KENT LEAQUE: Connttnen 2 
Slade (*een 3; F*<ershain 3 Crey 'A Hyme 3 
creenwhft ‘fonbntiBe ivais 3 UwwwwJ 3. 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Bar> 6 LHA- 

mr 3 Coman's Outo Noma* 4. OaMR 
League Cup nomf-ftiol tort log: Banger Cay i 
Uansanriftsto L 

PON1TN5 LBIGLie FVS WrtJJon: Covcntr, 2 RA 
Vrir 2. Second Wvtalon: Rothemprn 3 YoTK 1. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION RraC DM- 
Elon; CrysiN Pslare 2 Bnpiton L 
FA YOUTH CUP fWi-rouafl raptor- Tranmere 
ftoven 0 Lee* Uld 1. 

wtbmmh 1 .FACUB wamne 2 iKreww 9 . 
SKJstfh 26< Boerwn 3 MJeiBWi, Dcrtw* 
571; VJwder Bremen 2 iStfiea IB. 5cl»e 511 
St Pbuii 1 tBwnd 371: Hemtuxe ’ iSeinamxt!- 
c 56. 7J| Bfnrtsa McntoanSasach 1 iLupeacu 

£®c cm vV«fcsba®e 4. He« ea Max 

73, Enwwtng c« 901 Duostig ft CMO0W 1 

iStemarn SOi vTP STJOgan 3 (Botoc 21. 33. 

66. Ether 66. LSCW Ml- 

DUTCH CUP OBJrtbSMt ZnalB p Roaa X re*- 

rsueS. 

INTERNATIONAL FT0BBK.Y (BoSal: Bulgaria 0 
StovWim 1 (MajOMS fUl 


Goff 

Jose Mana Olazabal so impressed in his 
first tournament for almost 18 months 
two weeks ago wrier he finished joint 
12th in the Dubai Desert Classic that 
he has been matte fowunte tv the bc<A- 
makers, Wiliam Hill, for this week's Por- 
tuguese Open. 


Pools dividends 

liTTlXWOOOS: Treble chance: 23pK nt4 won. 
22pt* £55.903 50. 21ptS 074 Ba 20pts 
L21 45. lSpts £T &J. Har-tima reeufts il’pls 
rrsj £40. 70. Four dnwaE E29C 1 50 10 homes 
£3 65. RVe mays; £7.537 
VERNOI4S: Tiebte chance: 23p» 1=51.741 CO 
22pts £1313.45. 21pk £5 79 JO. Super 
touts: £19 SO. Premier llfc £6 05. 

ZETTERS: Treble chance: 23 pis £45.435.30. 
22pts £597B5. 21pta C32M. SOpla £2.70. 
Eight amye: No manmurr ;3ais «nnrnk 
22ptsI2:n.30 21pts £3.16. 20pts45p. Four 

draws 'ivXJVnc bdrrtCi: LMOBO. Eight lumas 
InCTTU* Mrrcfi ':80o. Four anayte £480 JU Su- 
per Sewn: £115. 

BRITTENS: Treble Chance: 23pts £2.016.25. 
22 [its “59J0. 21ptB £16.95. Four draws: 
£8625 FWv (Mays £48 EJfiM tames GOp. 


Husky racing 

Martin Baser vion his third iditar&d Trail 
Race jtesreiday virf-ien he was first to the 
finish at Nome, Alaska, hi a nme of S' 
days 8hr 30ma Buser, of Big LSke, Alas- 
ka, employed a 10-dog teem to finish 
90 minutes ahead of the 1&95 champ- 
ion. Doug Swing) ey. 


lea hockay 

SUPERLEAGUE Play-ulfa: (koup A: Caofl Des- 
6 NewctoUc Cotoaa 4. Group & Itoamffia-Ti 
P*ntie»*i 4 Biot 3. 

GROUP A 


Rugby Union 

Charlie Mulrane, the Gtoucesterscmm- 
riaif, vnii be out of action for the rest 
of the season because of a pelvic bone 
injury. 

ENGLAND SQUAD (World Cup Sevens. Hong 
Kon|>. 21-23 Match): N Bool iNOframounl. 
J SMgtthotaw iE«M. A HooMy iLfiKMUfl. A 
Adotuyo iBathi. h (tod iBam, D Sen By iWate- 
hetJ). L Doda£lio nvnsps. capn. C Sheasby 
avauni. t Rodbar (ttonhampigiv. N Bach 
iloeestto). 


still focused on prcpurin{! hL< 
players, who believe his know- 
how can help lake Australia to 
the World Cup finals for die first 
time since 1974. 

This troubled trip was made 
worthwhile when an uneventful 
game - watched by only 15,m«) 
spectators - was decided by an 
89ih-minute header from the 
Australian captain Aurelia Yld- 
mar. who plats for Tenerife. The 
1*0 win gave Venables four vic- 
tories from as many starts. Nest 
slop: Hungary on 2 April. 
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3 0 12 17 d 

2 0 10 11 2 

19 0 


3 0 


CanBR .5 5 

Ko wc aM a ...52 

.... J 1 

J 0 0 

GROUPS 

P W 0 L 01 

Noonqsitoo 4 4 0 0 0 

Sbfffleto ,.,.,...,..3 2 0 10 

Bastoettohe -. 3 10 2 0 

BncKmll 4 0 0 4 1 

(£coimriincS<M!s&amtxiiiia*rvrie:a*ns 
ewa/vea one point 4* each toss 
•Hot tottiatfng tost rtjjhrs 
PREMEH LEAGUE Play-dTc Stough lets 4 Smo- 
och icelonD 3. 


Skong 

ALPME WORLD CUP (Vifl, Colorado): Woman's 
doanMIt 1 PlViPtoe iSwe' Inwi 43 28sec. 2» 
K Secinee* 'Gen. R GoifCM 'AuU 1:43 31: 4 I 
KosLirr -in 1:43 61: S M rureriggen :Swn' 
l:»3.7S 


F APIs 

20 10 8 
0 0 4 
7 11 2 

a i4 i 


Snooker 

Jim Chambers, the coach, and the for- 
mer world Mlards champen. Mark Wad- 
man. who chairs the b Harris committee, 
have been co-opted to the board of the 
World Professional Billiards and Snook- 
er Association. 

THAILAND OPEN (Bangkok) Second round: 3 

h**»v 'Scoi or J mm 5-2: f uBwi gm 

K k Docneny £Wi 5hJ;Q Hanr, a u «*srn 
(Wall 5-1; 5 Lnr >Ei© ui A Hawilion iTngs 5-1. 


V, ^ 
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Cadete’s 
promise 
to Celtic 
fans 


Jorge Cadcte leaned heavily on 
his popularity with Celtic's ians 
when he made a public ap- 
pearance at the opening of a 
shop yesterday in the wake of 
Tuesday's 2-0 defeai at Kil- 
marnock. The Portuguese in- 
ternational told supporters: 
“We owe it to you to beat 
Rangers again."* 

It would be an understate- 
ment to describe that defeat 
against a team struggling to stay 
clear of relegation as a disap- 
pointment for a side who are 
desperately trying to stop their 
Glasgow rivals from matching 
their record of nine successive 
championship titles. 

“It was just one of those 
games which has no explana- 
tion." Cadete said. "You want 
and need to win but end up !<ts- 
injt Even when Peter Grant and 
I both hit the crossbar in the first 
half I didn't give up hope. 

“If you hit the bar in the first 
minute of a match and think it 
will not be your day. why both- 
er playing the other 89? We 
were 1-0 down for 75 minutes 
at Rugby Park earlier this sea- 
son but won 3-1. and I kept hop- 
ing we could do that again." 

Paolo Di Canio was sorely 
missed by Celtic after the Ital- 


ian helped iaspire last Thurs- 
day’s Tern 


fennenis Scottish Cup 
quarter-final victory over 
Rangers at Parkhcad. "You al- 
ways miss quality players, like 
Paolo, but injuries happen to 
every learn." Cadete said. 

The striker wants Celtic to 
make it up to their fans by re- 
peating the cup success over 
Rangers, when the sides meet 
again in the League at Parkhcad 
on Sunday, to keep their title 
hopes alive. 

“We must forget the Kil- 
marnock game. We can't change 
iL We’ve one game to think 
about, which is Sunday s. and the 
fans deserve to see another win 
over Rangers." he said. 

Di Canio is still rated doubt- 
ful for Sunday with the hamstring 
injury which forced him off at 
half-time after scoring a penal- 
ty against Rangers last week. 

Celtic will open contract talks 
this afternoon with three play- 
ers who could walk out of Park- 
head for nothing this summer. 
Tosh McKinlay. Peter Grant and 
Malky Mackay will all be out of 
contract al the end of the 
season. 

Raymond Sparkes. their 
agent, will open discussions on 
their future with Celtic's finan- 
cial director. Eric Riley. Any for- 
eign clubs who want to sign 
Mackay and McKinlay for noth- 
ing when their deals run out will 
be watching with interest. 

“There are options other 
than Celtic open to the players 
and this is just the first stage of 
talks." Sparkes said.“I can't 
speculate on how they might go. 
It is an initial chat and we will 
take it from there.” 


Sumo 

SPRING GRAND TOURNAMENT [OmA*. 


Mmai&luti i31i N Riuci u-3i. Sn*,i!iiiT.j 
(2-2) W Vatnaro i2.Ii: Ao£i>ama 13 l, ai r.ii- 
rocum (2-21: Toclurowaha i3-l- &i KcrnsM, 

10- 2-2*l: As&ft/vutste I2-2i tit Atari wavi 

11- 3i: Kilakacluaoto i2-2i K Hi^miumi •: 
homnjajrre (3-li tn Gmv li-i-; Tamars, pb 

12- r> to Mento II-3t: Tochaainw '13> W Dsa 1 " 
il 3i: AJijriosnima I2-2 i hi *vmcit.ti iO-Ji; ha- 
roresmn rr-2i or ri/t*usi>icBn :i-3!: TjiiKo»*i 

13- li to Terao <0-4 1; Tdl'jno<iarT 1 i .'J4Ji m Aj 

dnoVto 1.1-3*. MuMsmmaru .445, BT ICSiiHiW- 

nn ll-3i; hjio (4 Di hi V.-aHanDnaro :3- 1- to 
detsutn hoianoniata 'l-3t to Tbhar.jr^na 
Ahrtww »4-0) to Muiovanva >2-2>. 

* denotes 


Tennis 

COPENHAGEN MEN S OPEN Slngtes, first 

wM! f Dewurt (Bel) N EAharez iSp' 61 

5- l; G Raouv iFn Bl B Elewn INZ 1 6-4 7-0: 
L Burgyniilier iGen to S Simari «Fr> 6 3 

6- 2: F Samora iFr* w P Pieanktson iSiwi 
6-1 6-3: R Caittwi iDew di T Laiun 'C*wv 
6 1 6-3: A veiwv iRusi « A Ottwvifo- iRus, 
6-4 7-6; M Dainm >C4 ffupi to P 

i Den 6-2 6-3. 

MEN'S CHAMPIONS CUP (Indtavi Wells, 
Cahtt Singte. first round: B Black tZnn r: 
A Casa <Spl 6-2 6-2: K1 Phdippausys .Aus. t' 
A Agesst (USl 7-6 7-6: M Rosie! .Swni d: r.‘. 
ZAbsera lAig; 6-3 7-5: J Ntvak <Cz pep; o: :.i 
GcoBnef tflen 5-7 6-4 6-2; 6 UHvaeh 'ft Rep 
HH Gumv iflrg) 4-6 6 16 0; CWoodiutf 'VS- 
to J Gmtoswh (USi 6-4 C-T 6-3. J BfOrtJiwr, 
(Swe) to A G^dena (Si 6-1 6-3; J Soprk; 
(Sp> to R Renebas: lUSl W 5- 7 6 J; 5 Cutset 
ita Reql to P Hawtojis (Neon 6-7 6-7 6-1 
Second round: M dung lUSl to S Scmln-r. 
iNatri) 6-4 6-3; M Larsson iSw“i bl Bct- 
iChitet 6-3 5-7 7-6: Ghuenen iBai to V.'Fei- 
wa iSAj 7-6 1-6 6-3: 7 Mufter (Auv « s vonai 
iRdtnl 6-2 6-4. 

WtMEN'S EVBtTCUP (Indian WeOs. CaDO: 
SJneles, thjrd roumt l Davenpofi USi 01 H 
Dragomir (Romi 6-2 6-1; V ftinains IDS* HI 
I Maroti iCroal 7-5 3-G 7-5: M J Ferrwrvoe.’ 
IUS) U K R> (USI 6-2 6-3. C MwtwiM .Sp- 
lit C Rubn (USl 6-1 3.-6 7 6 Quarter-final: 
A Sanchei Vicano tSp* to 6 TeKud >Pr« 3-6 
6-2 6 - 2 . 
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The business of betting 

Ken Jones at the 
Cheltenham Festival, page 24 



Make or 

Dave Hadfiefd previews the new 
Super League season, page 25 



‘It's time to watch the fellahs in 



A day at the races: The punters (right) apply their own favoured systems to the race card at Cheltenham yesterday, hoping that they can hit upon some winriCT&lh the Cor^ 
Cup Handicap Hurdle (above) they were looking for Big Strand, which got up on the line to pip his Martin Pipe stable-mate, Allegation Photographs: David Ashdown 


Deep in the heart of the Arkle 
Bar, Finbar isn't sure where he 
is. “I can't remember if I’m at 
a funeral, off sick or what," be 
says. “It'll come back to me." 

The one place he won't be is 
out on the rails, where a prying 
television camera might betray 
him to his employers. “We'll be 
here all meeting!" says Finbar 
of the handy spot a length and 
a half from the bar. 

Finbar and his friends. Pat 
and John (some names have 
been changed to protect the 
guilty of conscience), are from 
County Cork and part of what 
may be the most benign exodus 
in the history of a country that 
is accustomed to mass move- 


ments. Around 5,000 Irishmen 
make the annual pilgrimage to 
Cheltenham, and few leave dis- 
appointed. 

“Fve been coming 20 years 
and it gets better every year." 
Pat says. “There’s a buzz about 
the place we can’t resist. 

“It's the best National Hunt 
there is,” Finbar adds. “They go 
at a terrific lick. There are no 
tactics here. Nobody avoids 
Cheltenham." 

Evens local inflati on rate that 
would put Kenneth Clarice out 
of a job is greeted with tolerance. 
“I don't know that the money re- 
ally matters. Vfe know the prices 
are up this week. We’d do the 
same ourselves." Pat says. 


Matt Tench spends a day among the 
many Irishmen who make an annual 
pilgrimage to the Cheltenham Festival 


There is much talk of wives 
but no chance of the distaff side 
being invited to join the party 
“What we do is ring them up 
in the evening and say our 
backs are hurting, and we're not 
enjoying it, and how we miss 
them.” Finbar says. 

The Festival began badly for 
the Irish, with the nation which 
produced seven successes last 
year emerging winner! ess from 
the opening day’s hostilities. In 
common with most of their 


countrymen, Finbar, Pat and 
John were nursing their bruis- 
es before yesterday’s first race. 
“1 think we could see some 
strokes pulled today. It’s time 
to watch the fellahs in the big 
hats,” Finbar says. 

Just then J P McManus, own- 
er of Istabraq - the Irish banker 
of the meeting, appears on a TV 
screen. “And there’s the fellah 
with the biggest hat of all," Fin- 
bar adds in a tone close to ven- 
eration. 


Only Par backed Istabraq 
but. all three cheered him home. 
There was approval of every as- 
pect of his Inshness. For jock- 
ey Charlie Swan: “Oh sure, 
everybody knows Charlie. He’s 
the most approachable fellah 
you could want For trainer 
Aidan O'Brien: “A lovely unas- 
suming fellah." And for Mc- 
Manus: “J P is the man." The 
second Irish victor/, by Florida. 
Pearl in the dosing hamper, 
went some to restoring nation- 
al pride. 

Finbar explained that they 
did not back horses just because 
they were Irish (“betting is not 
about sentiment") but if their 
horse was beaten they would al- 


be rooting for Danali in today’s 
Gold Cup, although none were 
certain to support him finan- 
cially. 

“He’s our Desert Orchid. 
He’s the horse who’s in the 
colours of the housewives of Ire- 
land," John said. 

Pat, who was there for Dawn 
Run’s victory in 1986, reckons 
a Danoli triumph would be 
even tagger. "It will be up there 
with Arkle, ’’ he says. “Arkle 
was the greatest there has ever 
been, but Danoli would be an 
unbeheveable achievement. Ifhe 
wins there will be a riot here." 

We have been warned. 
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Andrew’s England recall stuns 



Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Saint Jack the Evangelist, high 
priest of 21st century “inter- 
active rugby”, turned turtle in 
dramatic fashion yesterday and 
reinvented himself as a born- 
again pragmatist by recalling 
Rob Andrew to the England 
squad at the age of 34. Quite 
what coach Rowell's extraordi- 
nary decision will do for his 
side's chances of beating Whies 
in Cardiff on Saturday to land 
the Triple Crown was rather less 
clear than the effect it was like- 
ly to have on young Alex King. 

While Andrew turned up at 


the team’s Marlow hotel yester- 
day to a fusillade of good- 
natured stick from his old Eng- 
land colleagues - “come on the 
Messiah." roared Jason Leonard 
from an open window; “I thought 
you’d arrive on a donkey," shout- 
ed Will Carling -King, the fast- 
developing outside-naif from 
Wasps who was drafted into the 
squad last week as cover for Paul 
Grayson and Mike Catt, was left 
to re flea cm an unnecessarily bru- 
tal blow to his self-esteem. 

Grayson's hip injury was still 
giving the England selectors 
grave cause for concern yester- 
day and Andrew’s re -emergence 
from a year's international re- 
tirement held out the possibil- 


ity, however slim, that he would 
go eyeball-to-eyeball with 
Jonathan Davies, his great ad- 
versary from as far back as 
1985, at some point during the 
proceedings at the Arms Park. 

“The selectors fed they have 
problems with goal-kicking re- 
serves on the bench and I’ve 
simply agreed to cover a situa- 
tion that may or may not 
develop," said Andrew, a 70-cap 
veteran whose duties as direc- 
tor of rugby at Sir John Hall’s 
Newcastle effectively rendered 
En glan d as a commitment he 
could do without 

“The request from Jack sur- 
prised me and I thought about 
declining, but after giving it a 


great deal of thought over 24 
hours I decided that I was in a 
position to help ouL Tm quite 
happy with my form and fitness 
but I should point out that this 
is not the start of a come-back 
by any stretch of the imagina- 
tion. It's purely a one-off. 

“When I was contacted, it did 
strike me that I might be facing 
Jonathan once again. It’s not 
something I envisaged - in fact 
it’s a very strange set of cir- 
cumstances- but all I’ve done 
is respond to a request from the 
England management” 

All very romantic, but wrong 
all the same. Having sent for 


described yesterday as “a key e! 


ement in our thinking for tbe 
1999 Wwld Cup”, the selectors 
betrayed him by pulling m an old 
lag over his head. Unbefievahly, 
Rowell darned that Kingwotud 
read positively to what amount- 
ed to a kick in the teeth. King’s 
expression as he left for train- 
ing at Bisham Abbey suggested 
something very different 
“We expect Paul Grayson to 
play against Wales, bat Rob is 
experienced, a No 10 and a 
place-kicker," Rowell said. 
“Alex is not a place-kicker at 
chib level and as I have re- 
peatedly said this season, we 
have an issue here. This s a one- 
off situation; we’ve done a lot 
of building for the future this 


season but oh this occasion 
Rob is the simple solution." 

If Grayson puBs out- he laces 
a fitness test today - Cart, an- 
other occasional dub kicker, 
wffl start against Whies in the piv- 
ot position, with Andrew on the 
bench. Ironically, Rowell re- 
vealed that had Tim Stimpson, 
his frill-back, been first choice 
goal-kicker at Newcastle, King 
would have held his {dace among 
the replacements. And who is the 
Newcastle goal -kicker at 


sent? Step forward Rob 

Phil ae Gianville, the Eng- 
land captain, reacted uncom- 
fortably to Andrew’s call-op. He 
did his best to avoid comment- 
ing on the situation but he 


said: “I don’t see wiry outside- 
halves and full-backs should 
be automatically pigeon-holed 
as kickers. There is no reason 
that I ' can see why centres, 
wings or even forwards should 
not work hard on their kicking. 
After all, we’ve just been beat- 
en by France thanks to the 
j-kicking of a centre, 
Lamaison. 

“There are a number of 
things floating -around behind 
the scenes ^ tbe Lions tour in 
the summer is an obvious one 
-but for all that, we are very fo- 
cused on the match in Cardiff. 
We know we have a lot to do 
and it’s important that we show 
the mental toughness that was 


missing at important times 
against France." 

De Gianville contributed to 
the irony of the situation in 
which England find themselves 
by labelling Neil Jenkins, the 
Welsh full-back and goal-kick- 
er, as the major threat to Eng- 
land's chances ofTriple CrowiM| 
glory. “He is phenomenal," he ™ 
said. “Arrv chance from half-way 
in is an ahnoa guaranteed three 
points for the Welsh. In feet, 
they have big playercin key po- 
sitions and if we do notputthd 
lessons we learned .against 
France into practice, trwQI be, 
a very lor® afternoon? . 

Lamaison on verge of glory, 

_ “ page 24 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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ACROSS 

9 Small ruling class made up of 
rich, gay arid mostly old char- 
acters (9) 

10 Everyone's to look at mostly 
narrow passage (5) 

1 1 Man has reserve when em- 
bracing the birds (7) 

12 One former railways recalled, 
brought in to adjust motor 1 7) 

13 Network put back introduc- 
tion of electricity with a sad 
air 15) 

14 Warning spirited horse in part 
ofbeacB (9) 

16 A precipitate prediction? (7. 
8 ) 

19 Glass sure is broken, not in- 
dicative of a sweet disposition 
(9) 

21 Senior police officer is splen- 
did (S) 

22 Zealous umpire put back 
opening |7» 


23 Fuel company, one investing 
in cement (3, 4) 

24 Girl enshrining fashionable 
polish (5) 

25 Salesman mostly keen to en- 
thral chil dren making a sec- 
ond try (9) 

DOWN 

1 Bridge player drinks in Sussex 
countryside (5. 5) 

2 State: “Most of crime case in- 
complete. with nothing fixed" 
( 8 ) 

3 Simple dossier containing ac- 
count (6) 

4 Mountaineer's first to pene- 
trate one peak (4) 

5 Gosh! Tories in disarray over 
America - very strange ( 10) 

6 Flower's surrounded by twist- 
ed leaf in knitwear design (4, 


7 Unpigmented area? Floor- 
cove nag includes a little 
black (6) 

8 It flows through a city (New- 
castle) (4) 

14 Pro getting payment - with- 
out it sport picked up a form 
of penalty (10) 

15 Captivated, half-enthused, 
then embarrassed about a 
couple of lines (10) 

17 Firm hurried to absorb study 
(8) 

IS Old jais containing concoc- 
tion of pea or bam (8) 

20 Herb I located initially in 
rock climbing (6) 

21 Look for attention in school 

22 bne's found in foot? No, 
hand (4) 

23 TV programmes adult ig- 
nored - they’re distracting (4) 


Van Hooijdonk under 
no illusions at Forest 



Football 
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JOE RARKINSON 

Pierre Van Hooijdonk came 
through a rough Premiership 
ride on his Nottingham Forest 
debut on Tuesday night and ad- 
mitted that life in England was 
just as tough as he expected. 

The 27-year-old Dutchman 
found Colin Hendry in typical- 
ly uncompromising mood as 
Forest paraded their new dub 
record signing in the 1-1 draw 
at Ewood Park. 

Van Hooijdonk did not man- 
age a single effort on goal and 
his night of frustration was typ- 
ified when he was booked after 
a 70th-minute challenge on 
Henning Berg, even though it 
looked as though the striker was 
more s inne d against than sinne r 

But the man who netted 
Celtic an instant £3m when he 
arrived at the City Ground on 
Monday to complete a deal that 
will see the Parkhead dub paid 
another £500,000 if Forest re- 
main in the Premiership, main- 
tained he had already braced 
himself for the ordeal. 

“If you look at the quality of 
the players in the Premier 
League, then in every game you 
are up against the best defend- 
ers in England and sometimes 
in Europe,” said Van Hooij- 
dock, who wOJ bring Celtic an- 
other £Lm bonus if he breaks 
the 20-goal barrier in each of his 
first two full seasons at Forest. 

“It will be hard but it will be 
a good experience for me and 
it was one of the reasons why I 
came to Forest. And I certain- 
ly don't think 1 will score as 
many goals here as I did in Scot- 
land. I will tiy, of course, but this 
league is a little bit different to 
the one Tve been playing in. 


"It will be harder playing 
against top players but that’s the 
point in. playing in a top league, 
it shows you how good you re- 
ally are.” 

Vfcn Hooijdonk certainly nev- 
er had a problem finding the net 
at Parkhead, scoring 56 goals in 
86 starts after switching from 
NAC Breda two years ago, in- 
cluding the strike that brought 
an end to Celtic's six-year tro- 
phy famine in the 1995 Scottish 
Cup final 

But a pay dispute clouded the 
last six months of his lime in 
Glasgow and, when Van Hooij- 
donk began to see his interna- 
tional chances fade under 
Tbmmv Bums, he jumped at the 
chance to move south of the ' 
border. It was a move that now 
sees him embroiled in a rele- 
gation fight rather than Celtic’s 
top-of-the-toble quest to pre- 
vent Rangers running off with 
their ninth title on the trot, but 
even that did not deter the lanky 
striker. 

“I felt that the fact that 1 was 
not playing for Celtic could 
cost me my place in the Dutch 
squad,” Vm Hooijdonk said. “If 
I am not playing then obvious- 
ly the manager wifi go for some- 
one else, so the opportunity to 
go to Forest in the Premier 
League was a good one. 

“I think Forest wiU stay in the 
Premier League, but even if we 
went down I think 1 would still 
get in the Dutch squad if I was 
doing weD in the First Division. 

“ft trick K1 divert, De nnis 
Bergfcamp and Ronald de Boer 
also play in my position for Hol- 
land. and they are not the worst 
strikers in the world, but I usu- , 
ally come on when Holland 
need to force something. That's . 
why it is important for me to 
play, whether it is in the Premier 


League or the First Division." 

It is certainly going to be a toll 
order for Forest to survive. 
They remain just one place 
and three points better off than 
third-bottom Southampton and 
have played three games more 
than the three sides occupying 
the relegation places. 

Blackburn, though, now look 
dear of danger after taking 
their run to just three defeats 
in the-18 Premiership matches 
since 1 bny Par kes became 
stand-in manager in. October. 

It now seems certain that 
Parkes will be handing over a 
Premiership club to Roy Hodg- 
son when he arrives from In- 
temazionaie in the summer — 
although the Rovers midfield- 
er Billy McKinlay is taking 
nothing for granted. 

“They are still all big games 
and the qokter we get to the 40- 
point mark die better we win 
feel,” said the Scot, who was 
booked 15 minutes into his re- 
turn from suspension. “Wim-. 
bledoa on Saturday will be tough, 
but we feel that we are capable . 
of beating anyone at home.” 

Oldham are facing a losing 
race against the clock to make 
the £400,000 signing of the 
Raith Rovers striker Tony 
Rougier. The Trinidad interna- 
tional impressed Oldham’s 
manager, Ned Wamock, in a tri- 
al on Thesday, but the English 
First Division side will have to 
sell before they buy. 

Although Wamock is trying 
to move out top scorer Sean 
McCarthy, who could go before 
the transfer deadline on 27 
March, It may be too late Jot 
Rougier. Oldham- would have to 
apply far a new work permit for 
him 'and the. documents may 
take too long to push through. 

More football, page 27 


TORONTO OR NEW YORK 

BA 747 toToronto on 22 May, 10 July, 6 August, - 
29 August, and fr September • five nights at Sheraton 

• Niagara with helicopter • harbour cruise • dty tour - 

• theatre • Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £1,999 - 

BA 747 to Hew York on any day • four nights at 
Hilton (toe Sat) * Concorde to Heathrow £2,499 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 

Eurostar to Paris-on 10 May* city four* overnight 
•Concorde to Nice • reserved seat fotGcandPrix j 

with luncheon • private jet to Heathrow £1 ,499 

0RIANA, QE2 & ORIENT-EXP. 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 27 May * five night 
Oriana cruise to Monte Carlo via. Gibraltar * tour Riviera 
• Concorde supersonic from Nice £1,999 

Orient-Express to Southampton an 8 June • three 
Oriana anise to Norwegian Fjords •jet return £ 

Fly to Norway on li June • eight night Oriana Land 
ofthe Midnight Suit cruise to Bergen via the Fjords and 
Spitsbergen • Copcorde supersonic return £1,999 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 18" June • five night 
QE2 cntise toJB&rpekma’ via Lisbon and*Rmgier*dty 
tour • Concorde supersonic to Heathrow from £1,499 

Concorde to Bergen on 25 Jufy • two night QE2 cruise 
to Southampton • Orient-Express to Victoria £1,299 

Orieil&Express to Southampton on 1 16 Angust* six. night 
Oriana enuse: to Tenoife via Praia da Rocha and 
Casablanca * Concorde supersonic to Heatfrrow £l ,799 

' For ourfull colour broe&ure^ please telephone: 

: 0181-992 7000 


SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL 

’ 43. Woodhurst Road, London, W3 6SS 
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